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Lent 2020 Churchwide Book Read 

Unafraid: Living with Courage and Hope in Uncertain Times 

Small Group Discussion Beginning Sunday, March 1 

 

You’d be hard-pressed to overstate the extent to which fear, anxiety permeate our 

lives today.  Fear wreaks havoc on our relationships and communities.  It leads us 

into making bad decisions.  It holds us back from the very pursuits that promise ful-

fillment and joy. 

 

Making matters worse, not a week goes by when some new threat or calamity isn’t 

dominating headlines.  Why are there so many tragedies?  What will happen next? 

 

As the senior pastor of a large, diverse church in America’s heartland, Adam Hamil-

ton has seen the cost of fear up close.  When he surveyed his congregation on how fear affects them, eighty per-

cent admitted to living with moderate or significant levels of fear. 

 

Drawing on recent research, inspiring real-life examples, and fresh biblical insight, Hamilton shows how to un-

tangle the knots we feel abut disappointing others, failure, financial insecurity, loneliness, insignificance, and 

aging.  Then he helps readers understand and counter fear related to such outsize perils as terrorism, death, and 

the apocalypse.  

 

Writing with generosity and intelligence, Hamilton shows us how we can develop sustaining spiritual practices 

and embrace Jesus’ counsel: “Do not be afraid.”  For anyone struggling with fear or wondering how families and 

communities can thrive in troubled times, Unafraid offers an informed and inspiring message full of practice so-

lutions.   

 

As your pastor I invite you to join us on this Lenten journey!  Beginning March 1st, each week we will focus on a 

section of Unafraid and continue through the five Sundays in Lent.  Small groups of 6-8 people will meet during 

the Sunday school hour after worship or during the week for follow up discussions.   I hope this will be an op-

portunity to meet others in our congregation and together explore this timely theme.   

 

You can sign up for small discussion groups by: a) filling out a form at church b) electronically through the link 

in the weekly email announcements that will be sent out over the next few weeks, or c) for those with a physical 

copy of the newsletter, look for the form inside and send it in.  Please let us know by February 23. 

 

You can order the book on your own through your favorite bookseller or indicate on your small group registra-

tion form that you’d like the church to order one for you (cost is $16).  The book is also available as a Kindle ver-

sion and also as an audio book through Amazon. Scholarships are also available - just  talk to Scott. 

 

For our Westminster snowbirds, I will also be facilitating a small group discussion through Skype so please be 

sure to sign up if interested.   

 

-Pastor Scott 
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NEWS  & Announcements 

February at Westminster Church 

 

Feb. 2              4th Sunday after Epiphany/Communion Sunday 

                        Lectionary: Micah 6:1-18; Psalm 15; I Cor. 1:18-31; Matthew 5:1-12 

                        Focus Text: Matthew 5:1-12 

                        Sermon: “True Blessings” Scott Anderson preaching 

 

Feb. 9              5th Sunday after Epiphany 

                        Lectionary: Isaiah 58:1-9a(9b-12); Psalm 112:1-9; I Cor. 2:1-12; Matthew 5:13-20 

                        Focus Text: Matthew 5:13-20 

                        Sermon: “Salty Luminescence” Scott Anderson preaching 

 

Feb. 16            6th Sunday after Epiphany 

                        Lectionary: Deut. 30:15-20; Psalm 119:1-18; I Cor. 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-37 

                        Focus Text: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

                        Sermon: “Choose Life!”  Scott Anderson preaching 

 

Feb. 23            Transfiguration of our Lord 

                        Lectionary: Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 2; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9 

                        Sermon: Rebecca Bedell, Coordinator for Residential Programs at Pres House 

                        Adult Forum with Rebecca meets at 11:00 am 

 

 

Shelter Help Needed 

We need help on the next Porchlight Shelter meal—especially for dinner on February 14.  

Please consider signing up on the kiosk in the Narthex or talk to Jeff or Sara Hayes.  This is 

a very fulfilling service that can include the whole family.   

 

February Intergenerational Event - GAME DAY! 

The Education committee invites you to our Intergenerational Game Day (& Pizza) Event on 

Sunday February 2. The fun begins at 11:00 in the Narthex, so grab your favorite game to share 

with others or just come to play!  Pizza will be provided.  Volunteers are needed to bring fruit, 

veggies, a salad or desert. Please sign-up on the sheet by the coat racks in the Narthex.    

 

Candle Making Sunday February 9, 3:30 to 6:30 pm:  

Come and join in the fun of making some candles for gifts and/or yourself.  All supplies will be 

provided. We will gather in fellowship hall and work on making the candles from 3:30 to 5:30 

pm and then from 5:30 to 6:30 pm we will enjoy some fellowship over supper while the candles 

dry. (food details TBD)  Please RSVP on the signup sheet in the Narthex or to Ruth Hein at 

rich4parse@charter.net or via her cell 608-347-4724.  

 

Church-wide Friday Fish Fry at The Hilltop - Feb. 28 - 5:00 PM 

Join us for some good food and fellowship at our annual Friday Fish Fry which is 

scheduled for February 28.  It will be held again at The Hilltop restaurant in Cross 

Plains and we will meet there at 5:00pm  sharp. Please sign up by February 24 on the 

sheet in the Narthex. We hope to see you there! 
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Help yourself while helping others 

Do you have eyewear in your home that you no longer need? I know that I did and I was 

surprised by how many pairs of unneeded glasses I had accumulated over the years. You 

can unburden yourself of no longer needed items while helping others help people around the world 

improve their sight. You can do this by bringing your eye glasses, reading glasses and sunglasses to 

Westminster Presbyterian Church during the month of February. Special thanks to our WPC youth for 

decorating the donation box on the desk outside of the sanctuary. 

 

Our donations will go to the Lions Club Recycle for Sight program. Collecting nearly 30 million pairs of 

eyeglasses each year they distribute them to people in need in developing countries. No money is taken up 

in administrative costs by the Lions Clubs. They clean and store usable recycled eyeglasses. Even broken 

glass, although discarded, is turned into “scrap to cash” income that can aid local community projects. 

Please check your home for potential donations and ask your friends to donate as well. Let’s see what a 

difference we can make for ourselves and others in 2020. 

 

Bible Study 

Good news!!  The way has been made clear to continue the Wednesday Bible Study 

this spring!  Based on our previous discussions, we will be studying 1 Corinthians. 

 

Set amid the intensely modern and cosmopolitan world of Corinth, where philosophy 

and mystery abound, Paul’s first letter to that church speaks clearly to us still 

today.  Many foundational scripture passages are found in this first letter to the Corinthians: the "Love 

Chapter," "the body is a temple," "the body requires a variety of members," and the words of institution for 

the Lord's Supper may immediately spring to mind. 

 

Here, Paul offers concrete examples of how a believer’s thoughts are affected by genuine faith in 

Christ.  Having the "mind of Christ" affects the way we value ourselves, others, and the world in which we 

live.  The mind of Christ radiates humility and peace — individually and corporately.     

 

We will continue to meet on Wednesdays,  12:30-2 pm, in the Westminster Conference Room, starting on 

Wednesday, February 5th.  Participants are asked to purchase a Resource Book for $24 each; scholarships 

are available.  Please let Scott know that you would like a Resource Book scott@westminstermadison.org. 

Help spread the word—all are welcome!  Why not bring a friend or neighbor to study with us? 

 

Supporting Salvation Army Women and Children’s Shelter: 

Presbyterian Women of Westminster (PWW) has supported the Salvation Army designating our donations to 

the Women and Children’s shelter for several years. In February and March the PWW and Mission 

Committee are going to have a special focus. During the month of March, Coins for a Cause will be 

designated for the Salvation Army Women and Children’s Shelter.   During February and March we are also 

going to do a collection of items they need like:  women’s jogging pants and sweatshirts in larger sizes 

(L,XL,2x,3x,4x), women’s underwear (sizes 6,7,8,9), used bra’s in larger sizes, gloves and mittens, women’s 

boots (size 8,9,10), wash clothes, large bath towels, twin sheets, lighter blankets, quilts, comforters, sleeping 

bags. any children’s socks (especially for toddlers ages 2,3 and 4).  All of these items can be used but need 

to be clean and in good condition. There will be boxes, bins in the narthex to put your donations.  

 

Lynn Roscoe (Director of Shelter Services) is most appreciative of all donations. With the cold weather this 

winter, the usual 45 women and children has been up to 60. Families in shelter have also doubled so they 

have been packed in. Once the temperature is 20 degrees or below, they open the doors to everyone, no 

one is turned away.  Thank You!    
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Session Highlights for January 

Session approved allocation of the unrestricted endowment income of approximately $7500 with 50% to 

mission and 50% to capital reserves. 

 

Due to the internal refinancing of the mortgage which saved considerable interest payments and thanks to 

the generous fulfillment by the congregation of Phase 2 pledges, the mortgage has been completely satisfied. 

 

Stewardship presented the end of the year financial report which resulted in a balanced budget with a sur-

plus of $251 that will carry forward. 

 

Session formally adopted the 2020 budget of $425,008 which includes an increase in the Education and 

Mission budget along with a 2.5% raise for staff.   

 

Session approved communion dates for 2020 and welcomed the class of 2022 Elders. 
 

 

Twelfth Night 2020 Dinner & Play - February 8 

The 12th Night Dinner and Play is a great opportunity for new neighbors to get intro-

duced to the Nakoma social scene as well as a chance for the rest of us to meet new 

and old friends. We are happy to welcome folks from outside Nakoma who travel 

from far and wide to attend this great event!  

"Nakoma Heights *Contract Pending" - What's up with all the 'For Sale' signs in Nakoma? Who is behind 

this mysterious occurrence? What will Nakoma residents do? Come watch the play to find out!  

 

Make your reservations now to attend Nakoma's annual 12th Night Dinner and Play! 

Saturday February 8: Drinks & Hors d’oeuvres start at 5:30pm with Dinner & Play at 7:00pm  

This venerable neighborhood event has lasted through blizzards, depressions, recessions, a world war, and 

societal upheavals. Every year, a handful of neighbors get together shortly after Thanksgiving to start working 

on the always-original plotline, modified contemporary lyrics, and spell-binding choreography. 

Don't miss this opportunity to enjoy a great evening of laughs, music, and dinner in the beautiful Nakoma 

Country Club.  A new treat this year! Nakoma Golf Club has graciously donated three packages to be raffled 

off. You will have the opportunity to win a round of golf (including carts) for four people, dinner for two in-

cluding a bottle of wine or a family day at the pool including lunch. 

You can find out more or register for the event at http://www.nakomaneighbors.com/twelfth-night   
 

 

An Update from Kibera Girls Soccer Academy 

Westminster has been a long-time supporter of KGSA and it is always wonderful 

to share and celebrate the program’s success. As of 12/31/19, for the second year 

in a row, KGSA beat the national average for the KCSE exams. The KCSE exams 

determine whether a student qualifies to pursue a 4-year college degree or a 2-

year college degree or nothing at all, so a lot is riding on the results of these ex-

ams. Nineteen percent of KGSA students qualified to pursue a 4-year bachelor's 

degree, compared to only 18% nationally. Additionally, 58% qualified to pursue 

the equivalent of a 2-year associate degree, compared to only 38% nationally. 

This is a huge feat considering the obstacles these girls face every day living in 

Kenya’s largest slum. Congratulations to the girls of KGSA who continue to over-

come formidable obstacles to put their education first. We are excited to continue 

to support a program making impactful differences in the lives of young girls living 

in Kibera and giving them hope for a better future. 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Connie  Dettloff   02/06  

Carl Martin 02/10  

Sam Hermsen  02/12 

Hilda McCreight  02/12  

Jack Browning 02/13  

Mark Tortorich  02/14  

Lucia Hayes 02/19 

Cynthia Bush 02/19  

Carol Wright  02/20 

John Smith 02/20  

Dorothy Schroeder 02/21 

Ann Rowley 02/22  

Judy Graham 02/25  

Grace Ringsmuth 02/27 

Maria T. Springer 02/28 

Susan Webb Yackee 02/28 

Children’s Corner 

The children and youth began January by helping tie blankets for donation to 

Project Linus.  The 35 warm and cozy fleece blankets made by Westminster 

will provide comfort to children who are seriously ill, traumatized, or other-

wise in need.  The children have also been actively engaged this month learn-

ing about baptism, grace, blessings, and the Beatitudes.  Additionally, they dis-

cussed what it means to be called, and how we can be “caught by Jesus” to be 

followers and “fishers of people.”  The children also brainstormed ways to deal 

with divisions and quarrels in a meaningful and constructive way.  It’s been a 

busy start to the new year! 

 

Neighborhood Night Out March 8 from 3:30-5:30pm 

We will have a Magician, games and ice cream sundaes!  Invite your friends 

and neighbors to this free community event at Westminster! 

 

Vacation Bible School!   

Westminster will again be combining forces with Christ 

Presbyterian for VBS, June 15th to 18th, from 5pm until 

7:30 pm.  VBS will include dinner, stories, games, crafts, 

and more!  CPC will be the host site for this year’s program 

and will be staffed with volunteers from both churches.  

Our program is open to all.  We hope you can come!  Stay 

tuned for registration forms and our exciting theme! 

 

Family Outing! 

Take me out to the Ballgame!  Fellowship will be sponsoring another Mallard Game outing 

on Sunday, July 19 at 4 PM.  

 

 

 

GOT PHOTOS?   

There is so much wonderful fellowship that happens inside and out-

side of  Westminster.  We’d love to share the fun! Please consider 

sending photos to Katie in the office like this group: 

 



 

 
Page 6 

UPDATED Worship Volunteer Schedule 

                     Liturgists                    Ushers                          Greeters                 Communion Servers 

 Please Keep Us in the Loop 

Have a change in address?  Are we missing your birthday?  Do you have an announcement for the newsletter 

or weekly insert?  Please let us know!  Just call or write Katie in the office:  info@westminstermadison.org or 

238-3121.  Newsletter articles are due on the 15th of each month.  Weekly insert announcements are due the 

Tuesday before the Sunday that it is published. Thanks! 

Andrea Kenny 

Erin Nass 

Karen Stephens 

Jeff Hayes 

2/2/2020 Andrea Kenny Ed Cothroll 
Yuma: Doug & Juanita 
Halls 

   Karen Osborne Main: Lee DeSpain 

   Jean Loup   

    Kathy Key   

2/9/2020 Troy Lepien Lee DeSpain 
Yuma: Rich & Ruth 
Hein 

   Judy Graham 
Main: Dave & Kathy 
Granquist 

   Rhea Schultz   

    Bob Forsberg   

2/16/2020 Agnes Dako Ken Sadeghian 
Yuma: Peggy & Dick 
Zimmer 

   Lynnette Tortorich 
Main: The Fletcher 
Family 

   Dorothy Hujik   

    Sara Hayes   

2/23/2020 Bud Smith Ed Cothroll 
Yuma: Gary Stephens 
& Rhea S. 

   Lee DeSpain 
Main: Chuck & Kathy 
Kamp 

 
  Paul Bishop   

    Linda Bishop   
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Joys & Concerns 

    Please keep the following members and friends in your prayers for health, peace and wholeness: 

Dan Dohrn (father of Beth), Betty Smith, , Kathy Costello, Bill Butler, 

Seema Tahir, Francoise Johnson’s grandson (Nicholas), Mayme Williams, 

Kim Marsh 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

26  9:45 AM Worship 

 
 

27 
 
 

28 
 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
 
 
 

1 
9:00am Session 
Deacon Retreat at 
WPC 
 
 

2  FOOD SUNDAY 
9:45 AM Worship 
11:00 AM 
Intergenerational Event 
Game Day & Pizza!  
 
 

3 
5:00pm Education 
Meeting 
7:00pm CMNNA 
meeting  
 

4 
 
 

5 
12:30 Bible Study 
 

7:30 PM Choir 
Practice  

6 
9:30 AM Thursday 
Morning Book 
Group 
 
 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
 

9 
8:00am Mission 
Committee 
9:45 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Sunday 
School 
 
3:30pm Candle 
Making at WPC 

10 
9:30 AM Knitwits 
at WPC 

11 
 
10:00am 
Membership 
Committee 

12 
12:30 Bible Study 

 
1:30 PM 
Oakwood West  
Worship 
 
7:30 PM Choir 
Practice  

13 
9:30 AM Thursday 
Morning Book 
Group 
 
 

14 
 
6:15 PM Shelter 
Dinner 

15 
 
5:00 AM Shelter 
Breakfast 

16 
Just Bakery Sale 
8:30 Fellowship 
Meeting 
9:45 AM Worship  
11:00 AM Sunday 
School  
 
3:00pm Pres House 
Meal 

17 
 
 

18 
1:00 PM Esther-
Naomi Circle  
 
3:00 PM 
Stewardship 
 
 
 

19 
12:30 Bible Study 

 
7:30 PM Choir 
Practice  

20 
9:30 AM Thursday 
Morning Book 
Group 
 
6:00 PM Mary-
Elizabeth Circle  

21 
 
7:00pm Doin R 
Thing Dance 

22 
 
 

23 
9:45 AM Worship  
11:00 AM  Sunday 
School 

24 
9:30 AM Knitwits 
at WPC 
 
 

25 
7:00 PM Session 

26 
12:30 Bible Study 

 
7:30 PM Choir 
Practice  
 
 

27 
9:30 AM Thursday 
Morning Book 
Group 

28 
 
 

29 



 

 

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 

4100 Nakoma Road 

Madison WI 53711 

Westminster Mission 

Ever seeking guidance from the 

Holy Spirit, we strive to follow 

Jesus Christ by being… 

Attentive to the Word, 

Faithful to our covenant with God 

and each other, and 

Diligent in ministering to the 

needs of the world. 

Call:     608-238-3121 

Email:  info@westminstermadison.org 

Fax:     608-441-7798 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  

We are especially thankful for :  

The Rev. Scott Anderson, Pastor 

Office Hours: by appointment 

scott@westminstermadison.org 
 

Amy Poland, Christian Ed. Coordinator 

Office Hours: Tues & Thurs mornings 

amy@westminstermadison.org 

 

Joe Chrisman, Minister of Music  

westminstermusic@sbcglobal.net 

 

Katie Bencze, Church Administrator 

Office hours: Mon-Thurs / 8am-4pm 

info@westminstermadison.org  

 

Dorothy Blotz, Accompanist 

blotzdb@gmail.com 
 

Worship 

Schedule 
 

Worship Service: 

9:45am Sundays 
 

Sunday Schools: 

11:00 am: K-4th grade & 

Adult 
 

~Child Care available~ 

Vern Forsberg, Pastor Emeritus 
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