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Updates from Westminster 

As most of you know, the Governor has mandated that we cannot have a physical 

worship or church activities until at least April 24, but that doesn’t mean we can’t 

stay connected!  Here are some important updates: 

  

-Although the office is not open to the public, religious organizations (under 10 

people) are exempt from the stay at home order, so we are still here and available 

by phone, email or by appointment. Call us if you want to come by. 

  

-Scott, Joe and John Tarr have been working hard behind the scenes to produce a 

worship service for Sundays and will be posting this online on our YouTube 

channel!  A bulletin and a link will be emailed out on Saturdays or you can go to 

youtube.com and search “Westminster Presbyterian Madison”. 

 
Please keep the following in 

your prayers…Homebound 

Highlights:  Shirley Dieter, 

Shirley Toomey, Millie 

Stevens, Bucky Pike 

Members & Friends: Betty 

Smith, Kathy Costello, Seema 

Tahir, Francoise Johnson’s 

grandson (Nicholas), Mayme 

Williams, Kate Dooley’s 

grandson, Karen Stephens & 

family,  Sam Buffat, Kathy 

Key’s son-in-law, Peggy & 

Dick Zimmer (on the loss of 

their siblings) 

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ1WNsfOXiCFkZ3BKr3QOaw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ1WNsfOXiCFkZ3BKr3QOaw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ajokuTXcUEU&feature=youtu.be


  

-Wednesday Bible Study and Thursday Book Group are now meeting via 

Zoom.  Zoom is an easy way to chat with multiple people using a computer or your 

phone.  If you would like to join either group, you are welcome!  Call the office and 

we will teach you how. 

  

-Committees continue to meet via email or online.  Committees are welcome to 

use Zoom, please reach out to Pastor Scott for details.  

  

-You can also join our weekly sermon email, just call or email Katie in the office. 

(Or let her know if you need it mailed): 

info@westminstermadison.org or 238-3121 

  

-Amy is gathering resources to keep our families and kids connected including a 

weekly story time that is also available on our YouTube channel! CLICK HERE to 

see this week's story "The Marvelous Mustard Seed.". 

  

-Deacons are calling and checking on many members, but we also encourage all 

of you to reach out to fellow friends and members.  It’s amazing how just hearing 

someone’s voice can brighten someone’s day, especially during this challenging 

time. 

  

-For pastoral care you can call Scott in the office at 238-3121 or for emergencies 

you can call his cell at 358-6153 

  

- You can always find church information including updates, weekly 

announcements and sermons on our website at westminstermadison.org 

  

-If you have any other thoughts or ideas, feel free to reach out to us!  

  

Rummage Sale Postponed 

Please note that the Spring rummage sale has been postponed due to the 

current situation.  We will reschedule as soon as we can. 

  

From UW HEALTH: 

We have had many volunteers reach out to ask how they can help support UW 

Health  and the community at this time.  We are searching for volunteers that have 

sewing machines and who know how to sew.  Volunteers are needed to sew cloth 

 
Staff 

Scott Anderson, Pastor 

Joe Chrisman, Minister of 

Music 

Amy Poland, Childrens 

Ministries Coordinator 

Katie Bencze, Church 

Admin    

Dorothy Blotz, Accompanist 

Vern Forsberg, Pastor 

Emeritus 

 

 

  

mailto:info@westminstermadison.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vhMjzBH0j14
https://www.westminstermadison.org/


face masks to be used by providers.  

 

At the moment, please DO NOT start sewing yet.  UW Health is working on an 

approved pattern and material for these cloth face masks, as they will all need to 

be made with the exact same pattern and materials. For now, please send us and 

email if you are interested in sewing a cloth face masks. 

email:   volunteer.services@uwhealth.org 

Please include- 

Name: 

Phone Number: 

Email Address: 

Home Address 

  

If you know any local family/friends that are able to sew, please pass this along to 

them as well. As always, thank you for everything you do for all of our patients, 

families and staff. 

- The UW Health Volunteer Services Team 

  

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Westminster’s Congregation generously reaches out to others when we join with 

all fellow Presbyterians in our yearly One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering. 

Here we are following the Jesus of Matthew 25, teaching his flock to feed the 

hungry and thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked, care for the sick, and 

visit the imprisoned. Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 

least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” The funds raised 

serve many purposes, including helping people recover and find hope after 

devastating natural or human-caused disasters, taking action to alleviate hunger 

and systemic causes of poverty, and supporting communities seeking to eradicate 

racism, oppression, poverty, injustice, and other social ills. Daily we see the 

neglect if not the outright repudiation of the second great commandment “You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.” We choose to follow Jesus Christ’s teachings 

and love of all humanity by supporting the One Great Hour of Sharing. Your 

generous response to this appeal is appreciated by all who are served.  

  

Wonderful things are happening in Fellowship Hall for the community. 

Westminster Presbyterian Church has stepped up to help our community during 

these uncertain times when our Adopt-a-School Partners at Thoreau Elementary 

and Cherokee Heights Middle Schools were forced by school closures to 



drastically alter their food programs for students. The program that was rapidly 

cobbled together with parents, teachers, and other volunteer one week ago, 

serving 125 families from Thoreau and Cherokee is hoping this week to serve 500 

families! If you are interested in how that transformation occurred, please read the 

next paragraph. Because school is no longer in session, the 50 students that we 

were serving via our Thoreau Weekend Food Bag Program are no longer able to 

get those items, yet our program is ready to go should the schools reopen this 

semester. 

  

Fellowship Hall became the focus for the collected food items from the Thoreau 

PTO drive in addition to the site for all of the perishable and non-perishable items 

from the Cherokee Heights Middle School Food Pantry on Monday, March 16th as 

both school closed their doors. As you read in another church announcement, 

Westminster donated $730 of the approximately $6,800 that the PTO raised to 

fund this new food effort. Delivery of food to our site from Second Harvest 

Foodbank of Southern Wisconsin was arranged. The need was identified as being 

far greater than just involving Thoreau and Cherokee Heights families, so Laura 

Glaub, the Thoreau social worker arranged to have our location designated as a 

United Way relief site. It made the most sense to organize this site as a 

partnership for all Madison Metropolitan School District schools whose students 

ultimately would go to West High School. These schools include; Lincoln, Leopold, 

Midvale, Wright, Thoreau and Cherokee. This structure provides; 

 A shared location at Westminster Presbyterian Church 

A shared set of volunteers through United Way that are all following CDC 

protocols for volunteer and community safety 

A shared ability to communicate and collaborate, especially where our efforts 

involved shared families 

A means to easily collaborate when applying for the United Way relief grant for 

families 

Although we are working collaboratively, each school in the program will still order 

food from Second Harvest to meet the needs of their own school community as 

identified by staff. Monetary donations are appreciated as we continue to serve 

these families with food and additional needs such as toiletries, etc. Checks made 

out to the church with Thoreau PTO in the memo line will be donated. Additional 

means of helping at Westminster involve signing up as a team or individually to 

volunteer. Please follow the link below. 

www.volunteeryourtime.org/need 

Although Westminster has provided the space, we would like to especially thank 

http://www.volunteeryourtime.org/need/


Alexa Wautier, the Thoreau PTO President and Abby Ray, the Cherokee Heights 

Middle School social worker in addition to Laura Glaub from Thoreau. Your 

prayers for the success of this feeding project are appreciated. Westminster is 

living up to the designation by the Presbyterian Church of being a Hunger Action 

Congregation. 

  

March Coins for a Cause 

Even though we have been unable to have our regular church services, I hope 

that you are continuing to collect your loose change so that you can donate it for 

our March Coins for a Cause donation to the Women’s and Children’s Shelter at 

the Salvation Army. Of course, if you wish to designate a portion of money that 

you are mailing by check to the church office with your pledge to this cause, it will 

be appreciated as well. The need is great. Clothing and other items for the 

Salvation Army are also still being accepted. 

  

Madison Area Jail Ministry has a new board member 

Madison Area Jail Ministry has elected Elder Merle Brunsting to serve as their 

secretary/treasurer in 2020. Merle also serves on Westminster Presbyterian 

Church’s mission committee and is our representative to the Madison Area Jail 

Ministry. 
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