
 
    

  

Newsletter & Announcements     October 23, 2019 

 

Fall Rummage Sale SATURDAY! 

The rummage sale will be this Saturday, October 26th (8am-2pm).  Please 

remember that all donations should be gently used, clean (free of rips and 

stains), and in working condition. We also cannot take major appliances, 

exercise equipment, mattresses, and tube TVs. You can still bring your 

donations to fellowship hall this week today, Thursday 10/24 or Friday 

10/25.  We are also looking for volunteers!  It takes many hands to pull this off, 

so please consider helping in any way! Contact Rhea Schultz, Paul Quin or Ruth 

Hein to help. 

   

Volunteers needed for playground build this Friday, October 25 at 

Cherokee Middle School!  

The final phase of the playground build is just two days away and help is still 

needed! They will be installing additional swings, tetherballs, and some spinners 

and need a couple of people to help with the assembly from 8:30 AM until about 

2 PM.  ONLY ADULTS CAN HELP WITH THIS. 

Between 2-5 PM, they will be moving a mountain of wood chips to cover the 

newly broken ground.  If we don’t finish that afternoon, we’ll resume moving 

chips on Saturday morning.  KIDS ARE WELCOME TO HELP WITH THIS, and 

it’s a good way for them to burn off some energy doing community service on 

their day off of school!  

You do not need to stay for the whole time — even a couple of hours of your 

assistance would be fantastic! Please contact Deanna Simonson at 

dlsimonson@madison.k12.wi if you think you’ll be able to join us.  Thank you! 

 

 
Please keep the following in 

your prayers… 

Homebound Highlights 

(rotating each week): Jack 

Browning, Lou Ann 

Schermerhorn, Ann Friedley, 

Willard & Margie Knott 

Members & Friends: Dan 

Dohrn (father of Beth), 

Seema Tahir, John Smith, the 

family of Donna Chandler 

 
The OCTOBER 

NEWSLETTER is available! 

CLICK HERE  

 

SUN 10/27— 

@ 8:00am - Mission 

Committee 

https://www.westminstermadison.org/wp-content/uploads/10-2019-WPC-STORIES.pdf


 

Mitten Tree 

The mitten tree is officially out!  Knitwits is making and collecting new hats, 

gloves and sweaters to help local school kids in need (especially Lapham 

Elementary and the YWCA).  Donations will be collected all winter. Just attach 

items to the mitten tree that is across from the sanctuary by the coat rack. 

Handmade or store bought items are fine. Any questions, talk to Jean 

Ruhde.  Thanks! 

  

Westminster and the Thoreau Weekend Food Bag Program 

This Sunday, October 27th after our worship service Rhea Schultz will be in the 

Narthex to answer your questions about Westminster’s leadership role in the 

Thoreau Weekend Food Bag Program. Find out what our congregation is doing 

to tackle hunger issues for 50 students at Thoreau Elementary School. Please 

prayerfully consider if you too wish to be a part of this positive change for our 

community. 

 

November 3 - Intergenerational Event: 

Yoga: Aligning Head and Heart with Nansi Jo Colley, Ph.D. 

Nansi is Professor Emerita at UW-Madison School of Medicine and Public Health 

Certified Svaroopa® Yoga and Meditation Teacher.  

Don’t let the term “Yoga” scare you.  This class is for all ages and will involve a 

combination of relaxation techniques, breathing practices and slow moving yoga 

poses that are gentle and yet highly effective. The class is adaptive for all body 

types and uses standing or chairs (no floor). You will receive yoga practices that 

can be incorporated into your daily life. We suggest wearing comfortable clothing 

and bring a blanket/beach towel.  Extra towels will be available at church.  Note: 

please fill out a quick waiver form available at the event. 

 

Adult Forum after Worship, November 10:  “Ending Extreme Partisan 

Gerrymandering in Wisconsin” with Attorney Douglas M. Poland 

On June 18, 2018, the United States Supreme Court issued an opinion in Gill v. 

Whitford, a case in which a federal district court had held Wisconsin’s 2011 state 

legislative districting plan (Act 43) to be an unconstitutional partisan 

gerrymander.  The lawsuit was filed in July 2015 by 13 registered Democratic 

voters in Wisconsin who claimed that Act 43 violated their right to vote 

guaranteed by the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment to the US 

Constitution, and their right to freedom of association under the First 

@ 9:45am - Worship 

@10:45am—Brief 

Congregational meeting in 

Sanctuary 

@ 11:00am Adult Education 

    - Option 1: Exploring 

Personal Faith discussion 

group (Conf. Rm)            

    - Option 2: Bible Study & 

Sermon Talk-Back (MJB 

lounge) 

Sunday School for Children 

(room 12) 

  

MON 10/28   

@ 9:30am—Knitwits 

           

TUES 10/29 

@11:15am—Esther-Naomi 

  

WEDS 10/30   

No Bible Study 

@7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal 

            

THURS 10/31 

@ 9:30am—Thursday Book 

Group 

  

SUN  11/3  All Saints Day & 

Food Sunday 

@ 9:45am - Worship  

@ 11:00am Intergenerational 

Yoga Event for all ages* 

*Please fill out a waiver 

available at the event 

 
Scripture this Sunday: Luke 

18:9-14 



Amendment, by unfairly favoring Republican candidates for the Wisconsin 

legislature, ensuring that Republican legislators would control the Assembly and 

Senate for the entire decade.  After a one-week trial in Madison in May 2016, a 

three-judge panel of federal judges agreed, and held Act 43 to be 

unconstitutional.  Without ruling on the merits of the claims, the Supreme Court 

vacated the judgment, and sent the case back to the federal district court for a 

new trial in July 2019.  But on June 28, the US Supreme Court ruled in Rucho v. 

Common Cause, a partisan gerrymandering case from North Carolina, that 

partisan gerrymandering claims cannot be brought in federal courts. 

Consequently, the Whitford case was dismissed. Attorney Doug Poland served 

as one of the lead attorneys representing the Plaintiffs at trial, and was a 

member of the team that presented the case to the Supreme Court. Doug will 

explain what partisan gerrymandering is; why it is such a severe threat to 

representative democracy in Wisconsin and other states, regardless of which 

political party employs it to gain and hold political power; and efforts here and in 

other states to eliminate partisan gerrymandering in the wake of the Supreme 

Court’s Rucho opinion. 

 

Congregational Meeting 

Session has called a Congregational meeting this Sunday following worship for 

the purpose of electing officers and amending the church by-laws.  Flyers about 

the by-law changes can be found by the name tags.   New officers are posted on 

the bulletin board outside of the sanctuary. 

   

 

  

  

 
Staff 

Scott Anderson, Pastor 

Joe Chrisman, Minister of 

Music 

Amy Poland, Childrens 

Ministries Coordinator 

Katie Bencze, Church 

Admin    

Dorothy Blotz, Accompanist 

Vern Forsberg, Pastor 

Emeritus 
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