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WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

Westminster News 

 

          November 2019 at Westminster 
 

       REMINDER: Daylight savings time ends on November 3 (2am).  

    It’s time to FALL BACK 1 hour. 

 

 

Nov. 3             31st Sunday in Ordinary Time/ All Saints/Communion Sunday 

                        Intergenerational Sunday School: Yoga and Meditation  Lectionary:  

  Dan 7:1-3, 15-18; Ps 149 or 150; Eph 1:11-23; Lk 19:1-10 

            Focus Text: Luke 19:1-10 

            Sermon: “Saints and Bullies” Scott Anderson preaching 

 

Nov. 10           32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time/Stewardship Dedication Sunday 

            Lectionary: Hag. 1:15b-2:9; Ps 145 1-5, 17-21; 2 Thess. 2:1-5, 13-17; 

  Luke 20:27-38 

            Focus Text: 2 Thessalonians 2:13-3:5 

            Sermon: “Where was God when…?” Scott Anderson preaching 

 

Nov. 17           33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time/ Thanksgiving Potluck 

            Lectionary: Isaiah 65:17-25; Isa 12 or Ps 118; 2 Thess. 3:6-13;  

 Luke 21:5-19                                                             

Focus Text: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

            Sermon: “Take this Job and Love It!” Scott Anderson preaching 

 

Nov. 24        34th Sunday in Ordinary Time/ Reign of Christ/Thanksgiving Sunday 

 Lectionary: Jeremiah 23:1-6; Luke 1:68-79; Colossians 1:11-20;  

 Luke 23:33-43 

 Focus Text: Colossians 1:11-20 

            Sermon: “Your Source of Strength” Scott Anderson preaching 
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NEWS  & Announcements 

Nov. 3: Intergenerational Event After Worship: Yoga- Aligning Head and Heart with Nansi Jo 

Colley, Ph.D.  

Nansi is Professor Emerita at UW-Madison School of Medicine and Public Health Certified Svaroopa® 

Yoga and Meditation Teacher.  Don’t let the term “Yoga” scare you.  This class is for all ages and will 

involve a combination of relaxation techniques, breathing practices and slow moving yoga poses that 

are gentle and yet highly effective. The class is adaptive for all body types and uses standing or chairs 

(no floor). You will receive yoga practices that can be incorporated into your daily life. We suggest 

wearing comfortable clothing and bring a blanket/beach towel.  Extra towels will be available at 

church.  Note: please fill out a quick waiver form available at the event. 

 

Adult Forum after Worship, November 10:  “Ending Extreme Partisan  

Gerrymandering in Wisconsin” with Attorney Douglas M. Poland  

On June 18, 2018, the United States Supreme Court issued an opinion in Gill v. Whitford, a case in 

which a federal district court had held Wisconsin’s 2011 state legislative districting plan (Act 43) to be 

an unconstitutional partisan gerrymander.  The lawsuit was filed in July 2015 by 13 registered 

Democratic voters in Wisconsin who claimed that Act 43 violated their right to vote guaranteed by 

the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment to the US Constitution, and their right to freedom 

of association under the First Amendment, by unfairly favoring Republican candidates for the 

Wisconsin legislature, ensuring that Republican legislators would control the Assembly and Senate for 

the entire decade.  After a one-week trial in Madison in May 2016, a three-judge panel of federal 

judges agreed, and held Act 43 to be unconstitutional.  Without ruling on the merits of the claims, the 

Supreme Court vacated the judgment, and sent the case back to the federal district court for a new 

trial in July 2019.  But on June 28, the US Supreme Court ruled in Rucho v. Common Cause, a 

partisan gerrymandering case from North Carolina, that partisan gerrymandering claims cannot be 

brought in federal courts. Consequently, the Whitford case was dismissed. Attorney Doug Poland 

served as one of the lead attorneys representing the Plaintiffs at trial, and was a member of the team 

that presented the case to the Supreme Court. Doug will explain what partisan gerrymandering is; 

why it is such a severe threat to representative democracy in Wisconsin and other states, regardless of 

which political party employs it to gain and hold political power; and efforts here and in other states 

to eliminate partisan gerrymandering in the wake of the Supreme Court’s Rucho opinion. 

 

Thanksgiving Potluck--11:00 Sunday, November 17 After Worship! 

Westminster will provide home-roasted turkeys, and we ask you to bring your 

favorite holiday dish to round out the feast.  

We also need four (4) volunteers to help carve those turkeys at 2:00 pm Saturday, 

Nov. 16.  A signup sheet for carvers will be on the narthex table. Please contact 

Juanita Halls or Sandra Cole with any questions. 

 

Allied Personal Essentials Pantry 

Joining Forces for Families and the Allied Wellness Center provide basic essentials to residents in the 

neighborhood on an as needed basis.  Items requested for donation include:  diapers (sizes 2 & 6 

currently needed), toilet paper, women’s body wash, razors & deodorants for both sexes, gentle soap 

(Dove, Ivory, Jergens), lotion, toothpaste.  A collection box for current and ongoing donations has 

been placed in the Narthex.  As items are received, they’ll be delivered to the Essentials Pantry.  

Thank you in advance for your kindness.  Any questions, please call Rhea Schultz 608-841-1878. 
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Reminder - Stewardship Commitment Sunday November 10 

Please turn in pledge cards and Time/Talent forms on Commitment Sunday November 10.   This helps 

us accurately plan Westminster’s budget for next year.  Forms can also be mailed or dropped off to the 

church office.  If you need extra cards or forms, they can be found outside of the sanctuary and also the 

office (or call Katie and she will send you one, 238-3121).   Thank you! 

 

How to Spell Presbyterian: An Exploration of Church Membership: Sunday, Nov. 17th 12noon-1:30p  

Pastor Scott Anderson will be leading a discussion for those interested in learning more about church 

membership at Westminster on Sunday, November 17 beginning at noon in the church lounge 

(immediately following our Thanksgiving Potluck.) We will be discussing what Presbyterians believe 

and the meaning of church membership here at Westminster.  Those who desire to join our 

congregation as a member will meet with the Session (the church’s governing board) and be received 

into membership in December.  Class participants will be asked to read a small paperback about the 

Presbyterian faith prior to the class, which is available at no charge.  If you are interested in attending, 

please RSVP to Pastor Scott at Scott@westminstermadison.org or call the church office at 238-3121.  

 

Mitten Tree 

The mitten tree is out!  Knitwits is making and collecting new hats, gloves and 

sweaters to help local school kids in need (especially Lapham Elementary and the 

YWCA).  Donations will be collected all winter. Just attach items to the mitten tree that 

is across from the sanctuary. Handmade or store bought items are fine. Thank you! 

 

Madison Area Jail Ministry Book Collection  

Books for the Chaplain’s Library are an ongoing need for men and women incarcerated in the Dane 

County Jail.  Chaplain Todd Marcotte currently requests SOFT COVER Christian fiction and nonfiction 

books.  No specific titles have been requested.  If you have some favorites you’d like to contribute (new 

or gently used), please drop them in the box located in the Narthex.  Your gifts will be a blessing! 

 

And a fun time was had by all... 

Westminster sponsored the September 27th Community Meal at the Boys 

& Girls Club on Jenewein Rd. Approximately 66 participated in this fun 

event. This year our meal was moved to the gym, so there was plenty of 

room for the kids to run and play.  

Our own Sue Bridson provided the entertainment. Her accordion music was appreciated. She was 

accompanied by various percussion instruments played by community members. The main course was 

fried chicken with many salads, sides and desserts. This year in particular I heard many words of praise 

for the quality of the food. It was in enough quantity that some could take items home. We were joined 

by Linda Ketcham, the Executive Director of Madison-Area Urban Ministry, Zachary Henak, the District 

10 Alderman, and Satya Rhodes-Conway, the mayor of Madison. Again we wish to thank Rhea Schultz 

for her leadership in organizing our congregation in this program of community outreach as well as all 

congregation members who so happily participated. Please watch for the date of our next Westminster 

sponsored community meal so that you too can get in on the fun. 

 

Sermons - Did you know? 

We can email you the weekly sermons!  If you would like to be added to the email list, please contact 

Katie in the office at info@westminstermadison.org or 238-3121.  We also have printed copies outside 

of the church office.  Or, listen to the sermons online at  www.westminstermadison.org (under 

“Worship” - Podcasts). 
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Sunday, November 3 is All Saints Sunday 

On this date, the congregation will gather in worship to celebrate the lives of 

those Westminster members and friends who joined the great cloud of wit-

nesses since the previous All Saints Sunday worship service. During the ser-

vice, we will read aloud the name of each deceased member, toll a bell in 

her/his honor, and light a memory candle for each of them as we remember 

their lives in prayer.  After, all are welcome to come forward and light a can-

dle for their loved ones. Our ongoing prayer is that God’s love and peace will 

continue to embrace, support, and comfort all, including the families of:  

Jan Browning, Arnie Chandler, Donna Chandler, Jim Jennings, Linda Schultz,  

Howard Thompson, Bill Vogelsang 

 
Supporting Jayline  

Thank you so much, Westminster family, for your generous donations of loose 

change during the month of September!  We raised enough money to sponsor 

Jayline through another year of ACE in South Africa.  Jayline is now 1 year old 

and has started walking!  Her preschool principal reports she is a very happy and 

lively little girl.  The Mission Committee looks forward to sharing continued up-

dates as she grows.  Thank you again for your generous support of Jayline! 

 

Children’s Corner with Amy Poland 

October was the month of group experiences!  During the intergenerational World Communion Sunday 

potluck, the children spent time collaborating on a group sticker mosaic.  The artwork began as a blank 

poster.  As the children continue to place stickers on it, the image will slowly reveal itself.  Keep an eye 

out for this colorful mosaic as it will soon be displayed.   Also this past month, sev-

en youth and two advisors went to Escape This, an interactive experience where 

the group had 60 minutes to work together finding clues, solving puzzles, and 

cracking codes in order to escape the room in time.  In between these fun activi-

ties, the children have been learning about gratitude through the story of the Sa-

maritan man who was healed of leprosy, and the importance of persistent prayers 

from the Parable of the Widow.   

 

How to Get the Most from your Just Bakery Experience 

Westminster welcomes Just Bakery to our church the third Sunday of each month. Our congregation has 

supported this educational and employment opportunity of Madison-Area Urban Ministry by purchasing 

delicious baked goods. In addition, we support Just Bakery with financial contributions from our mission 

funds and other donations, such as backpacks. 

 

Have you wondered why sometimes Just Bakery is not bringing your favorite item 

to Westminster? Apparently there is a seasonal rotation of selections in addition to 

challenging their students with the opportunity to bake new and different items. To 

make sure that you can get what you want, we suggest ordering  ahead by phone 

at 608 598-0420 or email at justbakery@emum.org  and let them know to deliver 

it to Westminster on the third Sunday.  You can find out what they are baking now 

or even order your holiday baked goods online at 

 https://www.justbakerymadison.org/shop.   

mailto:justbakery@emum.org
https://www.justbakerymadison.org/shop
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Please Keep Us in the Loop 

Have a change in address?  Are we missing your birthday?  Do you have an announcement for the 

newsletter or weekly insert?  Please let us know!  Just call or write Katie in the office:              

info@westminstermadison.org or 238-3121.  Newsletter articles are due on the 15th of each month.  

Weekly insert announcements are due the Tuesday before the Sunday that it is published. Thanks! 
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Adam Dohrn Jones  11/03 

Paul Bishop 11/04  

Ruth Hein  11/04  

Michael Knutson 11/04 

Bob Forsberg 11/06 

Theresa Knutson 11/06 

Nicholas Tortorich 11/06 

Barb Vogelsang  11/08 

Kathy Waggener  11/08 

Peggy Douma  11/09 

Bob Klassy 11/10  

Rosita Gonzalez 11/15 

Howard Kidd 11/16 

David Hayes 11/19 

Sue Dornfeld 11/21 

Doug Evans  11/21  

Michael Grady 11/22 

Karen Pridham 11/22 

Beth Dohrn  11/26  

Nancy Whitney 11/28 

Gloria Hanson 11/29 

Cara Swedeen  11/30

Westminster has great opportunities for faith, fun and fellowship… 

 

Coffee Hour:  Every Sunday after worship stick around for a chat with your fellow worship service    

attendees.  There is always plenty of coffee, tea, cookies and conversation to go around! 

 

Circle Groups: Two groups of women (all ages), called “circles”, meet once a month at Westminster for 

a current events and bible-centered discussion. The Esther-Naomi Circle meets the 3rd Tuesday at 

1:00pm, and Mary-Elizabeth Circle meets the 3rd Thursday at 6:00pm, both at Westminster.   

 

Knitwits:  Loving hands creating warmth for those in need. Gathering in the church lounge at 9:30am 

on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month, knitters of all abilities put their hearts and skills into making 

mittens, hats and more for those in need locally.  

 

Bible Study:  Wednesdays 12:30-2pm This weekly Bible study class meets Wednesdays during the 

school year and is led by Rev. Jessica Salt.  This Fall we will be studying the Book of Genesis.   

 

Book  Group: Thursdays 9:30-11:30am This lively Thursday morning book group meets weekly with 

Pastor Scott Anderson for a hearty portion of fellowship, snacks, conversation, and an enjoyable, faith-

based discussion of a commonly read book, usually lasting several weeks. Recent books include: I Am 

Malala, Eleanor: A Spiritual Biography, Silent Spring, and Chosen? 

 

Plates of Eight: This is a great way to get to know your fellow parishioners bet-

ter over a meal! Participants are divided up into groups (usually of around eight) 

and together they decide their times and locations to meet for food, fun and fel-

lowship.  For more information, email Bob Bush rkb@medicine.wisc.edu or call 

the church office 238-3121.   
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UPDATED Worship Volunteer Schedule 

                     Liturgists                    Ushers                          Greeters                 Communion Servers 

Sandy Curran 

Jean Loup 

Abe Aberle 

Ed Cothroll 

Session action at the September meeting included approval of the Stewardship’s draft of a letter to the 

congregation about giving in 2020.   

Stewardship also recommended that we move ahead on the Sound Loop for the sanctuary and choir 

loft at a cost of $14,640.00 provided we have greater than 50% of the necessary funds covered.  We 

have one gift of $6000 and a pledge for an additional $5000.  

 

Membership recommended removing three members who have moved out of town from the rolls.  Ses-

sion approved removing Teresa Bear, who has moved to Iowa, and Ken & Jeannette Burghy who have 

moved permanently to Florida.   

 

Property Committee is working on re-arranging the small chapel to use on Sunday mornings for an ac-

tivity with our pre-K children.  New shelving in Room 8 is ready for storing food for the project to pro-

vide food for 50 Thoreau students on the weekends. 

 

Session called a Congregational meeting on October 27th following the worship     

service for the purpose of electing officers and amending the church by-laws.   

11/3/2019 Andrea Kenny Karen Osborne Main: Doug & Connie 

   Dick Zimmer Evans 

   Peggy Zimmer Yuma: Ann Rowley 

    Karen Stephens   

11/10/2019 Juanita Halls Dorothy Hujik Main: The Kwiatkowski 

   Julie Madden Family 

   Doug Kornetzke Yuma: Ruth Hein 

    Judy Graham   

11/17/2019 Bud Smith Bob Weber Main: Fletcher Family 

   Troy Lepien Yuma: Juanita Halls 

   Tonja Lepien   

    Sara Hayes   

11/24/2019 Liane Kosaki Ed Cothroll Main: Judy Stone & 

   Mark Tortorich Kathy Key 

   Lynnette Tortorich Yuma: TBD 

    Lee DeSpain   

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS (September) 
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Joys & Concerns 

    Please keep the following members and friends in your prayers for health, peace and wholeness: 

Dan Dohrn (father of Beth), Seema Tahir, John Smith, Newt Roberts,  

the family of Donna Chandler, Betty Smith 

NOVEMBER CALENDAR 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

27  9:45 AM Worship 

 

 

28 
 

 

29 
 

 

30 
7:30 PM Choir 
Practice 
 

31 
9:30 AM Thursday 
Morning Book 
Group 
 

1 
5:30 PM 
Depression-
Bipolar Support 
 

2 

 
 

3   ALL SAINTS DAY 

& FOOD SUNDAY 

9:45 AM Worship 
 

11:00 AM 
Intergenerational 
Event: Yoga 

4 

7:00 PM CMNNA 
Meeting 

 

5 
 

  

 

 

6 
12:30 PM Bible 
Study 

7:30 PM Choir 
Practice 

7 
9:30 AM Thursday 
Morning Book 
Group 
 
 
 
 

8 
5:30 PM 
Depression-
Bipolar Support 
 
 
 

9 

5:00 AM Shelter 
Breakfast 
 

 

10 
9:45 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Forum & 
Kids Sunday School 
 
Donna Chandler 
Memorial 
12:30 PM Visitation 
2:00 PM Service 

11 
9:30 AM Knitwits 
at WPC 

12 
 
10:00 AM 
Membership 
Committee 

13 
12:30 PM Bible 
Study 

1:30 PM 
Oakwood West 
Worship 
 
7:30 PM Choir 
Practice 
 

14 
9:30 AM Thursday 
Morning Book 
Group 
 
 

15 
5:30 PM 
Depression-
Bipolar Support 
 
7:00 PM Doin’ R 
Thing Dance 

16 

 

 

17  
 JUST BAKERY SALE 
9:45 AM Worship  
11L00 AM 
Thanksgiving Church 
Potluck 

12:00 PM New 
Member Class 

3:00 PM Pres House 
Meal (6:00PM Serve) 

18 

 

 

19 
1:00 PM Esther-
Naomi Circle  
 
3:00 PM 
Stewardship 

20 
12:30 PM Bible 
Study 

 
 
7:30 PM Choir 
Practice 
 
 
 

21 
9:30 AM Thursday 
Morning Book 
Group 
 
 
6:00 PM Mary– 
Elizabeth Circle  

22 
5:30 PM 
Depression-
Bipolar Support 
 
 

23 

 

 

24 
9:45 AM Worship  
11:00 AM Sunday 
School 

25 

9:30 AM Knitwits 
at WPC 

26 
7:00 PM Session 

27 
12:30 PM Bible 
Study 

 
NO CHOIR 
 

28 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

29 
 
 

30 

 

 



 

 

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 

4100 Nakoma Road 

Madison WI 53711 

Westminster Mission 

Ever seeking guidance from the 

Holy Spirit, we strive to follow 

Jesus Christ by being… 

Attentive to the Word, 

Faithful to our covenant with God 

and each other, and 

Diligent in ministering to the 

needs of the world. 

Call:     608-238-3121 

Email:  info@westminstermadison.org 

Fax:     608-441-7798 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  

We are especially thankful for :  

The Rev. Scott Anderson, Pastor 

Office Hours: by appointment 

scott@westminstermadison.org 
 

Amy Poland, Christian Ed. Coordinator 

Office Hours: Tues & Thurs mornings 

amy@westminstermadison.org 

 

Joe Chrisman, Minister of Music  

westminstermusic@sbcglobal.net 

 

Katie Bencze, Church Administrator 

Office hours: Mon-Thurs / 8am-4pm 

info@westminstermadison.org  

 

Dorothy Blotz, Accompanist 

blotzdb@gmail.com  

Worship 

Schedule 
 

Worship Service: 

9:45am Sundays 
 

Sunday Schools: 

11:00 am: K-4th grade & 

Adult 
 

~Child Care available~ 

Vern Forsberg, Pastor Emeritus 
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