
 

 
    

  

 Newsletter & Announcements     November 22, 2019 

 

Soup Luncheon & Auction Saturday December 7 

Join us for fellowship & fun at the PWW Soup Luncheon & Christmas Auction 

Saturday December 7 from 11:30-2pm in the Narthex. We encourage you to 

bring a NEW item that you have created, cooked, or wish to donate to the 

auction. Proceeds benefit local community agencies and our Westminster PWW 

mission work. For questions please talk to Judy Graham. 

  

New Book for Thursday Group—Join us! 

For three weeks starting December 5, we will be reading Harper Lee’s recently-

discovered and published sequel to To Kill A Mockingbird called Go Set A 

Watchman. Newcomers are welcome to join us!  A paperback version of the 

book is available for $12. Please call or email Scott Anderson if you’re interested 

scott@westminstermadison.org . 

 

Angel Tree 

It is time for the Angel Tree where Westminster’s goal is to provide 60 children 

with gifts for Christmas. We can’t do it without our wonderful congregation!  If 

you’d like to help simply: 

· Choose a tag from the tree 

· Write your name and phone number on the sign-up sheet 

· Keep gifts around $35 total 

· Wrap gifts and tape the tag to the box that has the child’s name and number to 

the package 

  

If you do not want to shop and wrap a gift, but you do want to participate in this 

program, our Westminster youth are here to help!  Just: 

 
Please keep the following in 

your prayers… 

Homebound Highlights 

(rotating each week): Shirley 

Dieter, Shirley Toomey, Millie 

Stevens, Bucky Pike, Ken & 

Thelma Hannon 

 

Members & Friends: Dan 

Dohrn (father of Beth), 

Seema Tahir, John Smith, 

Betty Smith, Newt Roberts, 

Dorothy Schroeder, Kathy 

Costello (former Thoreau 

principal) 

 
MON 11/25 

@ 9:30am - Knitwits       

  

WEDS 11/26  

@ 3:00pm - Stewardship 

@7:00pm - Session 
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· Pick a tag 

· Put a Check Mark in the Youth Purchase box by the child’s name 

· Put your $35 donation in an envelope with  your chosen tag and drop it in the 

basket next to the Angel Tree 

· The youth will take care of the rest! 

  

Thank you for supersizing your non-perishable food donations. 

The Mission Committee wishes to thank all who participated in our special 

Thanksgiving Allied Food Pantry food drive on November 17. We were able to fill 

Dave’s vehicle with the generously donated food and we thank those who helped 

move the food to his car. Many hands make light work and that was indeed the 

case for this food drive. Dave spent more than two hours shelving the non-

perishable food drive items at the Allied Pantry. And thanks to those who gave 

financial donations toward our food budget. We collected an additional donation 

of $250. Many will benefit from your generosity this Thanksgiving. 

  

Las Posadas Worship on December 8 

Las Posadas (“the inns”) is a traditional Advent/Christmas Spanish custom which 

reenacts Mary and Joseph’s search for shelter in Bethlehem on Christmas 

Eve.  Volunteers for this service are needed. Pastor Scott is looking for a few 

volunteers to participate in a Reader’s Theatre style presentation on Sunday 

December 8 for the Las Posadas service. Please contact Scott if you’re 

interested. scott@westminstermadison.org. The one rehearsal will be at 8:30am 

on December 8. 

  

Youth Event  

Calling all youth, 5th grade and up! We need as many youth as possible to help 

us out with the Angel Tree. As we have done in years past, we will offer our 

congregation an opportunity to pick a tag off the Angel Tree and donate money 

for someone else to purchase the gift. You are that person! On Saturday, 12/14 

we are going to get together for pizza in the youth suite at 5 pm. We will then 

head to Target for some shopping and then back to the church for wrapping, 

treats and a movie! 

Please let me know ASAP if you are able to join because we will need to make 

sure we enough car space/drivers to get everyone to Target. 

  

Dec. 8 Intergenerational Event - Cookie Decorating! 

The Education Committee is excited to announce an intergenerational event for 

            

THURS 11/28 - 

HAPPY 

THANKSGIVING!  (Church 

office closed) 

  

SUN 12/1 

@ 9:45am - Worship  
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Scripture this Sunday: 

Colossians 1:11-20 
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Dorothy Blotz, Accompanist 

Vern Forsberg, Pastor 

Emeritus 
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all on December 8.  Following Las Posadas, we’ll be hosting a cookie event to 

provide cookies for our shelter dinner dessert in December.  We need help 

providing one of the following: 

   1) Two dozen of your favorite Christmas cookies— they can be any  

    type.  This is a great way to share your holiday tradition with others. 

   2) Two dozen undecorated sugar cookies in holiday shapes (e.g., bells, 

    stars, angels, etc.)— these will be decorated during the session and will  

    provide a festive dessert. 

A sign-up sheet is available on the kiosk in the narthex for those who would like 

to bring cookies.  We hope to have enough to provide each person with at least 

two cookies to enjoy as a dessert with their dinner. This is a great way to serve 

the community and have fun!  If you have any questions, contact Connie Evans 

or Amy Poland.  We hope to see you! 

 

Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

In the worship service on December 15, the Westminster  Chancel Choir will 

lead us in a Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols.  The structure of this 75-

minute, alternative worship service is based on services led by the King’s 

College Choir and conducted annually at their chapel in Cambridge since 

1918.    

The creator of the original Cambridge service described it in this way: 

“Its liturgical order and pattern is the strength of the service; the main theme is 

the development of the loving purposes of God, from the Creation to the 

Incarnation, through the windows and words of the Bible: the scriptures, not the 

carols, are the backbone.” 

This service is rich with musical offerings, many of which are drawn from the 

English carol tradition.  However, as with all worship services at Westminster, the 

faithful expression of God’s word is our primary focus.  In this service especially, 

the music—the handmaid of the liturgy—is our response to God’s word 

proclaimed.  In this Festival, we have an opportunity to respond to God’s word 

through carols and choral compositions from the 4th to the 21st centuries, which 

exhibit our rich heritage of Christmas music. The service will be enriched 

by organ, piano, trumpets, and handbell accompaniments. The congregation will 

also join in singing several carols. Please invite a friend to join you for this 

special service of worship at Westminster on December 15!   

 

Christmas Pageant 

We are looking for children and youth, ages 4 and older, who would like to 



participate in the 4 pm Christmas Eve service.  Costumes will be involved, but a 

speaking part is optional.  No previous acting experience is required!  Please 

contact amy@westminstermadison.org if you have questions or are 

interested.  There is also a sign-up sheet on the coatroom table. 

  

Poinsettia Orders 

You are invited to share in the Christmas decoration of the sanctuary by 

purchasing a  poinsettia plant at a cost of $13 each.  You can take your 

poinsettia home after the 4 pm worship service on Christmas Eve, or leave it in 

the sanctuary until the New Year.  This is a lovely way to remember someone 

who has passed, or to honor someone living; family or friends.  Please complete 

a order form and return it to the church office with your payment by Dec. 

15.  Please make checks payable to Westminster with “poinsettia” in the memo. 

 

Fund a Farm 

 During December the loose change offering will be used again this year to 

“Fund a Farm” through the PCUSA Presbyterian Mission.  We want to help 

others by providing farm animals that can be used to raise their own food or 

provide products that can be sold and earn money for their family.  One goal is to 

purchase chickens so households can get eggs for food, feathers for pillows and 

fertilizer for crops.  This is truly a gift that keeps on giving.  We can donate bees 

that not only make honey to sell but are important for crops in the 

community.  Perhaps we can purchase a piglet (or more than one) that can 

provide income to a family when the pig is grown and sold at the market.  If we 

want to dream big, we can purchase a pair of goats that will provide food security 

for a family through milk, cheese, butter and yogurt.  Consult those piggy banks 

and bring your change to worship anytime in December.  All the coins collected 

during this time will go to this worthy mission. 

  

Mitten Tree 

The mitten tree is officially out!  Knitwits is making and collecting new hats, 

gloves and sweaters to help local school kids in need (especially Lapham 

Elementary and the YWCA).  Donations will be collected all winter. Just attach 

items to the mitten tree that is across from the sanctuary by the coat rack. 

Handmade or store bought items are fine. Any questions, talk to Jean 

Ruhde.  Thanks! 

 



Our Friends at Christ Presbyterian are in Desperate Need of Thanksgiving 

Hosts! 

From Jean-Rene: "We are desperate need of hosts for our Thanksgiving without 

borders. We have more students signed up than our current capacity of hosts. 

So I'm doing a last push to try to find more hosts. I would greatly appreciate if 

you could help spread the word within the Westminster community.  Thank you 

for your help. Here is the information:" 

Thanksgiving is a special occasion usually celebrated with family and friends. 

The campuses are closed and most domestic students go home to spend the 

holiday, but for international students, this can be a lonely time. 

Christ Presbyterian connects international students with local families so that 

they can be part of the Thanksgiving celebration. They are currently in great 

need of hosts willing to share their Thanksgiving meal and traditions with 

international students on Thanksgiving Day (November 28). 

  

This is a memorable moment for internationals as they experience American 

culture and learn more about this special holiday. For host families, this is a rich 

and unique cross-cultural experience that adds some international flavor to their 

Thanksgiving celebration.  Last year, the Hayes family hosted and said that they 

have made life-long friends from China, which they hope to visit during their time 

abroad.  So please consider inviting international students to your celebration 

this Thanksgiving! To do so contact Jean Rene at jeanrene@cpcmadison.org . 
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