
 
    

  

Updates & Announcements     December 3, 2020 

 

 

A Note From Stewardship: 

 

Pledged income is particularly valuable to Westminster because it is 

the basis for planning a full program of worship and service for the 

year ahead.  We are pleased that 40% of Westminster members 

have already pledged more than they did last year and overall 

pledged contributions remain about the same.  Thank you for the 

amazing generosity represented by these pledges! Unfortunately, 

due to the pandemic’s impact on in-person gatherings, both plate 

and non-pledged offerings are expected to drop precipitously in 

2021. The pandemic also has reduced room rental income. These 

effects are likely to continue through much of 2021. As a result, we 

are faced with a deficit of $47, 500 below our projected needs. 

 

In view of these circumstances, the Stewardship Committee asks 

that even if you have already pledged for 2021, please prayerfully 

consider increasing your pledge for the coming year. If you chose not 

to pledge, please reconsider pledging or, alternatively, making a one-

time gift, in order that we can continue providing effective programs 

throughout 2021.  Our goal is to cover the deficit mentioned 

previously to meet the 2021 budget goal. If you can help 

Westminster meet our 2021 financial goal by increasing your pledge, 
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Children's Time with Amy 

-STORY TIME -CLICK HERE  for a weekly 

story with Children's Ministry Coordinator, 

Amy Poland.  Christmas is fast approaching 

and we are excited. Join Amy as she reads a 

beautiful nativity poem called “Who Built the 

Stable” by Ashley Bryan. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6GguIHNcYHo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-lAH9hTv0rc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TSBon5AYt4U


becoming a new pledger, or giving a one-time donation to address 

our unique situation in 2021, we ask you to advise the office by 

phone; email; U.S. mail; the online pledge form that you can access 

on our website; or CLICK HERE to submit one with our online 

form no later than December 14.  After this date, Session will have 

to look at program cuts for 2021.  If you have questions about these 

giving options, or any others that might fit your individual situation, 

please contact Katie in the church office at 608-238-3121. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

The Stewardship Committee 

 

 

CLICK HERE to view and read Westminster's 2020 Daily Advent 

devotional. Feel free to share this link with family and friends.  (Or if 

you need paper copy, contact the office and we will be happy to mail 

you one 608-238-3121 or info@westminstermadison.org.) 

 

Fund a Farm November and December Loose Change 

 Once again we will collect loose change to raise money for Fund a 

Farm! We will extend collecting coins through the months of 

November and December.  Through the PCUSA Presbyterian 

Mission, money collected will be used to donate an agricultural gift to 

a family so they can raise food and products to use themselves or to 

sell and provide income for their family.  Whether it is a family of 

chickens that provides eggs, feathers and fertilizer or a pair of goats 

to provide milk for cheese, butter or yogurt, the donation of animals 

provides an ongoing gift.  Please collect your coins and drop them off 

at the church office anytime through December.  You can also send 

in checks - just make them to Westminster and put "Farm" in the 

memo line. Thank you! 

 

Westminster Church Book Drive 

A reminder that during December, in lieu of the Angel Tree, 

Westminster will be sponsoring a book drive to support the Thoreau 

- A SPECIAL KID'S SUNDAY SCHOOL - As 

part of the Take Out Advent boxes, families 

received a gift bag labeled “Sealed: Do Not 

Open”.  This bag contains items that will be 

used this Sunday, December 6th at 10:00 am 

for class with Troy Lepien and Betty 

Bush.  Come join your teachers for this unique 

Zoom class (look for the zoom link in 

Sunday's announcements).  Participants will 

want to bring a dinner knife and toothpicks 

(optional) and stream the class from the 

kitchen if possible.  

 

 

Westminster is pleased to announce a special 

program for the Advent and Christmas 

Seasons:  “Here We Come A-Caroling!” 

  

Joe Chrisman, Minister of Music, has 

organized a collaboration among 

Westminster, Covenant Presbyterian, Christ 

Presbyterian, and Pres House musicians to 

create a carol-a-day offering as a devotional 

enhancement for each congregation. A carol 

has been recorded for use every day from 

November 29 through December 25. During 

the early days of the program, the carols will 

represent Advent themes. As the program 

continues, more Christmas Carols will 

appear. CLICK HERE to start caroling! 

 

 

     

Homebound Highlights (rotating each 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/P2C3Y7D
https://www.westminstermadison.org/wp-content/uploads/advent2020.pdf
mailto:info@westminstermadison.org
https://www.westminstermadison.org/advent-2020/


School Reading Program. We will be working with Mystery To Me, a 

local bookstore right here in our own neighborhood.  

There are a couple ways you can contribute to this effort including: 

1.    Dropping off or mailing a check at the church with BOOKS in 

the memo line and the Mission Committee can use those funds to 

buy books at Mystery to Me. 

2.    If you have good children’s books that are in like-new 

condition, you could also donate those. We are looking for board 

books to give to siblings and picture books for 1-3 graders. If you are 

cleaning book shelves and have things to donate, there will be a box 

at church for you to donate them.  

As in all things in 2020, we are adapting to our new COVID reality. 

Thanks for your continued support and flexibility! 

 

Sunday Adult Bible Study and Coffee Chat Online 

Remember to join Pastor Scott and fellow Westminsterites at 11am 

this Sunday for Coffee Hour and stay on the call for Adult Bible Study 

after.  Click Here to see the handout from Scott.  The zoom link will 

be send out Sunday morning (it is the same link every week).   

 

A BIG THANK YOU 

The Westminster Mission Committee met for our final meeting of 

2020. At this meeting, we allocated remaining mission funds for the 

year. Because of the generosity of our congregation, we have been 

able to provide school supplies  to Thoreau Students, pay for 

headphones for kids doing virtual schooling, and much more. We 

raised an amazing amount of money for food for those in need in our 

community. And, we will be supporting this month's literacy effort at 

Thoreau School. We have done so much this year--despite the 

pandemic- because we are truly part of an amazing congregation!  

 

The Mission Committee has been led for the last several years by 

Pamela Wilson, who will be stepping down from her role as 

chairperson at the end of 2020. She has done an amazing job of 

tracking our money, expanding our work to meet the Matthew 25 

mission of the church, and generally keeping us organized. We have 

been blessed by her leadership.  

 

week): Jack Hamann, Gloria Hanson, Margie 

Knott,  

 

Members & Friends: Betty Smith, Dianne 

Stevens, Lisa Jones, Seema Tahir, Betty 

Bush, Francoise Johnson and family (on the 

passing of her sister), the family of Cliff 

Voegeli,  Hugh Moss 

 

 

CLICK HERE to read Westminster's 

December Newsletter 

 
Staff 

Scott Anderson, Pastor 

Joe Chrisman, Minister of Music 

Amy Poland, Childrens Ministries 

Coordinator 

Katie Bencze, Church Admin    

Dorothy Blotz, Accompanist 

Vern Forsberg, Pastor Emeritus 

 

 

  

https://mcusercontent.com/2c50a2a9ae015fb03859704a0/files/f4c41dad-89ed-435e-9585-232b060b54ce/12_6_Adult_Bible_Study_Handout.pdf
https://www.westminstermadison.org/wp-content/uploads/12-2020-WPC-STORIES.pdf


As we end a year of outreach in our community, we want to say 

thanks to all of our members and friends at Westminster!  

 

A Sweet Fundraiser 

Mark your calendar! Westminster will be hosting a GatherX event, 

“Buy a Cookie, Give a Cookie” on December 21
st
 from 4pm to 6pm. 

For each cookie you buy, a cookie will be given to a local meal 

program and all cookie proceeds go to our church partner, GatherX. 

Place your order online and drive through to pick up your order on 

December 21 at Westminster. More details and online order form will 

be out next week! 
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