
 
    

  

Newsletter & Announcements     December 12, 2019 

 

Reminders for this Sunday 12/15:  

- Poinsettia Orders are due. 

- Just Bakery will be here! (This is a   great time to purchase treats for the 

holidays!) 

  

This Sunday - The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

In the worship service on December 15, the Westminster Chancel Choir will 

lead us in a Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols. The structure of this 75-

minute, alternative worship service is based on services led by the King’s 

College Choir and conducted annually at their chapel in Cambridge since 1918. 

The creator of the original Cambridge service described it in this way: 

“Its liturgical order and pattern is the strength of the service; the main theme is 

the development of the loving purposes of God, from the Creation to the 

Incarnation, through the windows and words of the Bible: the scriptures, not the 

carols, are the backbone.” 

This service is rich with musical offerings, many of which are drawn from the 

English carol tradition. However, as with all worship services at Westminster, 

the faithful expression of God’s word is our primary focus. In this service 

especially, the music—the handmaid of the liturgy—is our response to God’s 

word proclaimed. In this Festival, we have an opportunity to respond to God’s 

word through carols and choral compositions from the 4th to the 21st centuries, 

which exhibit our rich heritage of Christmas music. The service will be enriched 

by organ, piano, harp, and handbell accompaniments. The congregation will 

also join in singing several carols.  Feel free to invite a friend to join you for this 

special service of worship at Westminster this Sunday! 

 

 
Please keep the following in 

your prayers… 

Homebound Highlights 

(rotating each week): Shirley 

Dieter, Shirley Toomey, Millie 

Stevens, Bucky Pike 

Members & Friends: Dan 

Dohrn (father of Beth), 

Seema Tahir, John Smith, 

Betty Smith, Newt Roberts, 

Dorothy Schroeder, Kathy 

Costello, Mike Hogan (Dad of 

Jenny from our nursery) 

 
FRI 12/13 

@ 6:15pm - Shelter Dinner 

  

SAT 12/14 

@ 5:00am - Shelter Breakfast 



Fund a Farm 

During the weeks of Advent, the loose change offering will be used again this 

year to “Fund a Farm” through the PCUSA Presbyterian Mission.  Our goal is to 

purchase chickens so households can get eggs for food, feathers for pillows 

and fertilizer for crops.  This is truly a gift that keeps on giving.  Perhaps we will 

even be able to purchase a piglet (or more than one) that can provide income 

to a family when the pig is grown and sold at the market.  If we want to dream 

big, we can purchase a pair of goats that will provide food security for a family 

through milk, cheese, butter and yogurt.  Consult those piggy banks and bring 

your change to worship on any Sunday in December.  All the coins collected 

during the four Sundays of Advent will go for this worthy mission. 

  

Calling All Kids! 

It's not too late - We are still looking for children and youth, ages 4 and older, 

who would like to participate in the 4 pm Christmas Eve service.  Costumes will 

be involved, but a speaking part is optional.  No previous acting experience is 

required!  Please contact amy@westminstermadison.org if you have questions 

or are interested.  There is also a sign-up sheet on the coatroom table. 

  

Christmas Joy Offering 

During the Season of Advent & Christmas, Westminster will join with other 

Presbyterian congregations in the collection of the Christmas Joy Offering.  The 

Offering provides assistance to individuals and families who have dedicated 

their lives to the church.  It further supports leadership development and 

education for students attending Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and 

colleges.  Of the offerings collected, 50% will provide financial support and 

grants for current and retired Presbyterian church workers in their time of 

need.  The remaining 50% will be directed to Presbyterian-related racial ethnic 

schools and colleges.  Westminster will collect its offerings in worship on 

December 22nd  and during our Christmas Eve celebration on December 

24th.  Thank you for your support! 

   

Mitten Tree 

The mitten tree is officially out!  Knitwits is making and collecting new hats, 

gloves and sweaters to help local school kids in need (especially Lapham 

Elementary and the YWCA).  Donations will be collected all winter. Just attach 

items to the mitten tree that is across from the sanctuary by the coat rack. 

Handmade or store bought items are fine. Any questions, talk to Jean 

@ 8:00am - Choir Rehearsal 

  

SUN 12/15 (Just Bakery 

Sunday) 

@ 8:30am - Fellowship 

Committee 

@ 9:45am - Worship: Festival 

of Nine Lessons & Carols 

@11:00am - Sunday School 

 

TUES 12/17  

@ 1:00pm - Esther-Naomi 

Circle MJB Lounge 

@ 6:30pm - Session/Deacon 

Potluck 

  

WEDS 12/18  

@ 12:30pm - Bible Study 

@ 7:00pm - Choir Rehearsal 

            

THURS 12/19 

@ 9:30am - Thursday Book 

Group 

@ 6:00pm - Mary-Elizabeth 

Circle MJB Lounge 

  

SUN 12/22 

@ 9:45am - Worship 

@ 11:00am - Sunday School 

All Ages 

  

TUES 12/24 

@ 3:30pm—Coffee, Cookies 

and Carols 

@ 4:00pm—Christmas Eve 

Service 

  

 

 

CLICK HERE the WPC 

DECEMBER Newsletter 

https://www.westminstermadison.org/wp-content/uploads/12-2019-WPC-STORIES.pdf


Ruhde.  Thanks! 

  

NOTE: Katie will be out of the office on 12/16 & 12/17 (Monday & 

Tuesday).  Volunteers will be in the office from about 9am-1:30pm if there are 

any immediate needs.  

  

 

 
Staff 

Scott Anderson, Pastor 

Joe Chrisman, Minister of 

Music 

Amy Poland, Childrens 

Ministries Coordinator 

Katie Bencze, Church 

Admin    

Dorothy Blotz, Accompanist 

Vern Forsberg, Pastor 

Emeritus 
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