Westminster News
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
INSIDE:

Advent and Christmas at Westminster Church
Dec 2

First Sunday in Advent/Communion Sunday
Lectionary: Jer. 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-10, I Thess. 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36
Focus Text: I Thess. 3:9-13
Sermon: Abounding in Love--Scott Anderson preaching



News &
Announcements

Dec 9

Second Sunday in Advent. Confirmands Assisting in Worship.
Intergenerational Sunday School
Lectionary: Mal. 3:1-4; Phil. 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6
Focus Text: Luke 3:1-6
Sermon: Prepare the Way!—Scott Anderson preaching



Birthdays



Worship Volunteer
Schedule



Joys & Concerns



Calendar

Dec 16

Third Sunday in Advent. Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols. New members
received.
Lectionary: Zeph. 3:14-20; Is. 12:2-6; Phil. 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18

Dec 23 Fourth Sunday in Advent
Lectionary: Micah 5:2-5a; Psalm 80:1-7; Heb. 10: 5-10; Luke 1:39-45(46-55)
Focus Text: Luke 1:39-45(46-55)
Sermon: Mary’s Song--dialogue sermon
Dec 24 Christmas Eve: 3:30 pm-Carol Sing; 4:00 pm - Worship & Communion
Lectionary: Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14;
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)
Focus Text: Luke 2:1-14
Sermon: The Promise of Joy—Scott Anderson preaching
Dec 30 First Sunday after Christmas
Lectionary: I Sam. 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148; Col. 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52
Focus Text: Luke 2:41-52
Sermon: Julie Waterdu preaching (Scott Anderson on vacation)
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NEWS & Announcements
Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols
In the worship service on December 16, the Westminster Chancel Choir will lead us in a
Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols. The structure of this 75-minute, alternative worship service
is based on services led by the King’s College Choir and conducted annually at their chapel in
Cambridge since 1918.
The creator of the original Cambridge service described it in this way:
“Its liturgical order and pattern is the strength of the service; the main theme is the development of the
loving purposes of God, from the Creation to the Incarnation, through the windows and words of the
Bible: the scriptures, not the carols, are the backbone.”
This service is rich with musical offerings, many of which are drawn from the English carol
tradition. However, as with all worship services at Westminster, the faithful expression of God’s word is our
primary focus. In this service especially, the music—the handmaid of the liturgy—is our response to God’s
word proclaimed. In this Festival, we have an opportunity to respond to God’s word through carols and choral
compositions from the 4th to the 21st centuries, which exhibit our rich heritage of Christmas music. The
service will be enriched by organ, piano, trumpets, and handbell accompaniments. The congregation will also
join in singing several carols. Please invite a friend to join you for this special service of worship at
Westminster on December 16!
--Joe Chrisman, Minister of Music
New Deacon & Elder Orientation
Saturday, December 1st 10am-12noon: New Elder and Deacon Orientation in the church lounge. This will be
our first opportunity to discuss the responsibilities of being an elder and deacon and also to look at the big
picture with respect to our ministry and direction here at Westminster. This will be a valuable conversation
even if you have served as an elder or deacon in the past.
In our Westminster Tradition - Snowpants for Thoreau students
Yes, it’s that time of year again when Thoreau students are in need of warm clothing in order to play outside
with their peers on the cold and snowy playground or at other times when they need to be out and about in
wintry Wisconsin. Your generous support of our annual mission budget allows Westminster to provide
snowpants for Thoreau students via our Adopt-a-School Partnership. Thank you again for your generosity in
making this donation happen again this year. Please keep these students and their teachers in your prayers.
Who Will Be Westminster’s “Chosen Child”?
Westminster will soon be provided information on the preschooler that we are supporting through the Knysna
Education Trust in South Africa. This project was funded by congregational support through the September
Coins for a Cause offering. Details coming soon and will be posted on the Global Mission bulletin board
outside the office.
Angel Tree
Westminster has committed to providing 60 gifts to youth living in the Allied Drive
neighborhood. The tree is up and tags are available! Please pick a tag and note the one you
took on the sheet next to the tree. There are suggestions provided--you should select one of
more of the suggestions spending about $35. Please wrap the gift and affix the name tag to
the gift and return it to church by December 9th so we can get them delivered in time for
Christmas. If you want to contribute money and let others do the shopping for you, put a
tag and money in an envelope and leave it by the tree and we will shop and wrap of you!
As always thanks for your generosity in helping our neighbors. If you have any questions,
contract Kathy Kamp.
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A Job Well Done
It is with very great thanks and praise that we commend Sue Bridson for her approximately six years of service to
Westminster Presbyterian Church as our representative to Allied Partners. Sue brought her own unique abilities to
our mission to Allied. Many will remember the wonderful community meals that she organized and the musical
entertainment that she provided, including her playing of the accordion. Her leadership in guiding our
congregation has been appreciated. When you see her, please do not hesitate to thank her personally for her
years of service.
Shop while helping support our Adopt-a-School Partner - Thoreau
Many of us shop at Barnes and Nobel (7433 Mineral Point Rd) here in Madison. If you shop there on December
16th, a portion of your sales to be used to support the Thoreau PTO (just make sure to mention that you are there
to support Thoreau when you check out). It’s a win-win for you and our adopted school! Barnes and Nobel is
more than a bookstore, it has gifts and coffee - and it all goes to support the PTO. Thoreau students might even be
there to sing for you around noon! Please prayerfully consider your ability to help.
Fund a Farm
During the weeks of Advent, the loose change offering will be used again this year to “Fund a Farm” through the
PCUSA Presbyterian Mission. Our goal is to purchase chickens so households can get eggs for food, feathers for
pillows and fertilizer for crops. This is truly a gift that keeps on giving. Perhaps we will even be able to purchase
a piglet (or more than one) that can provide income to a family when the pig is grown and sold at the market. If
we want to dream big, we can purchase a pair of goats that will provide food security for a family through milk,
cheese, butter and yogurt. Consult those piggy banks and bring your change to worship on any Sunday in
December. All the coins collected during the four Sundays of Advent will go for this worthy mission.
“Getting to Acceptance” with Marge Hamann
December 2nd Adult Forum 11 am—Bartholomew Lounge
Westminster member Marge Hamann will share her journey over the past 19 months with her son Jack, who was
convicted of first-degree murder last July and will be serving a life sentence in state prison, as well as discuss her
experiences with Wisconsin’s criminal justice system. There has been a great deal of misinformation in the local
press about Jack and his trial. You’re invited to come and hear Marge’s story as well as enter into conversation
with her.
Rummage Sale—A To Do List for Beginners
Westminster has been blessed for many years to have Sara Pope, Beth Swedeen, and Ruth Hein coordinate the
Spring and Fall Rummage Sales. We all knew the sales required lots of volunteers and manual labor, but many of
us didn’t realize the tasks required from start to finish. It used to be intimidating—but no longer! Thanks to John
Tarr, who took the input from Sara, Beth, and Ruth, and wrote step by step instructions for each day during the
week of a Rummage Sale. He has even included a diagram for the layout of Fellowship Hall and the mezzanine.
So, anyone who would like to help with the rummage sale will now know exactly what to do! A big thanks to
John for being one of our “go to” guys and for completing this essential checklist!
Help Cherokee Heights Middle School while dining out.
December 12, Gates & Brovi, 3502 Monroe Street is hosting “Cherokee Dines Out”. Guests need to mention that
they are from Cherokee and then 15% of Cherokee’s receipt totals will be donated to the school whether you eat
out or dine in. This is just another opportunity to support Westminster’s Adopt-a-School partnership with
Cherokee Heights Middle School.
Poinsettias
We invite you to share in the Sanctuary Christmas decoration by purchasing a poinsettia plant for
$13 each. This is a lovely way to ‘remember’ someone who has passed, or to ‘honor’ someone
living. Forms can be found outside the sanctuary and church office. Please complete and return it
to the church office with your payment (mark poinsettia in the memo line) by Dec. 16.
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Soup Luncheon & Auction Saturday December 8
Join us for fellowship, fun and some early Christmas shopping at the PWW Soup
Luncheon & Christmas Auction Saturday December 8 from 11:30am - 2pm in the
Narthex. If you would like to donate to the auction, please bring a new item that you
have created, cooked or wish to donate to the auction. Proceeds benefit local community agencies and our Westminster PWW mission work. For questions please talk
to Judy Graham.

YOUTH & EDUCATION
2018 Confirmation Class Concludes in December
This fall a team of four teachers—Chuck and Kathy Kamp, Liane Kosaki and Scott Anderson—have been leading
our 12-week confirmation class. It’s been a great experience! The six students have studied the Bible, looked at
important aspects of the Christian faith, and participated in a service project at the men’s homeless shelter downtown as well as our intergenerational Sunday School classes. Confirmands are now busy writing their personal
statements of faith before the class concludes on December 2.
Class members include: Garrett & Sam Fletcher, Haley and Sydney Krause, Aidan Lepien and Lila Yackee. Each
confirmand was matched with an adult mentor early in the fall and has been meeting throughout the confirmation
process for one-on-one conversations. Mentors this year include: Doug Evans, Doug Halls, Thatcher Root, Sandy
Curran, Erin Nass and Andrea Kenny.
On December 9, confirmands will be assisting Pastor Scott in leading worship. Those who wish to be received
into membership will do so the following Sunday, December 16. Many thanks to the confirmands, teachers, mentors and parents who have supported their students through the process!
Mark Your Calendars!
The Education, Mission, and Fellowship Committees are excited to announce two intergenerational
sessions in December and January. We invite everyone to participate in both these events!
On December 9, we’ll be hosting a cookie decorating event to provide cookies for our shelter dinner
dessert in December. There will be a short activity and discussion of our shelter dinners, followed by
decorating holiday cookies. We’ll need volunteers to provide ONE of the following:
1) Two dozen of your favorite Christmas cookies— they can be any type. This is a great way to share
your holiday tradition with others.
2) Two dozen undecorated sugar cookies in holiday shapes (e.g., bells, stars, angels, etc.)— these will be deco
rated during the session and will provide a festive dessert.
A sign-up sheet is available on the kiosk in the narthex for those who would like to bring cookies. We hope to
have enough to provide each person with at least two cookies to enjoy as a dessert with their dinner.
On January 27, we are also planning a repeat of last year’s very successful blanket making activity to support the
Madison Chapter of Project Linus. Project Linus provides blankets to children who are seriously ill, traumatized, or in need of the comfort of a warm blanket. We will need donations of 1.5
yards of fleece to make the blankets as well as people willing to prepare the fabric for blanket
making. We’ll start this session with a short activity and then a brief presentation about Project
Linus, followed by making the blankets. There will be a sign-up sheet on the kiosk in the narthex for folks to volunteer to provide and/or prepare blanket fabric for this event.
We hope to see you at these great events! Bring a friend because everyone (and every age) is invited! These activities are a fun way to serve our community and enjoy some time together. If you have any questions, please contact Liane Kosaki or Amy Poland.
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Children’s Corner with Amy Poland
The children of Westminster have been actively engaged this month studying different ways to
pray, hearing the story of Ruth and Naomi, and learning to give generously. They have assisted with the counting of the weekly offering and discussed the many ways the money is used.
The November Intergenerational Sunday School event appealed to children of all ages. We
began with a game of Westminster Bingo which required participants to ask questions of each
other, then moved on to making a poster expressing how our lives are impacted by the church,
and ended with making tasty treat bags of cookies and hot chocolate mix for the Madinah
teachers in appreciation of them.
Calling All Kids!
We are looking for children and youth, ages 3 and older, who would like to participate in the 4 pm
Christmas Eve service. Costumes will be involved, but there are no lines to memorize. Please contact Amy at amy@westministermadison.org if you are interested or have any questions.

WESTMINSTER HAPPENINGS:

Singing a Welcome >
Concert with choirs
from Westminster,
Christ and Covenant
Presbyterian Nov. 11

The littlest
>
members of the
Thurs Morning
Book Group:
Jocelyn (left) and
Nicholas (right)

Handprints of God
Intergenerational event
on Nov. 4

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Donna Chandler 12/02
Betsy Ernst-Mullin 12/02
Dale Rohde 12/02
Douglas Rouse 12/04
Robert Stockton 12/04
Jyoti Watters 12/04
Joshua Watters 12/05
Connie Evans 12/09
Jean Ruhde
12/09

Beth Swedeen 12/09
Hunter Jon Witt 12/09
Richard Hein 12/10
Bonnie Packer 12/11
Garrett Fletcher 12/15
Joyce Schultze 12/18
Linda Schultz 12/19
Newt+ Roberts 12/20
Katie Bencze 12/22

Sally Forsberg 12/26
Lu Kummerow 12/26
Mark Ringsmuth 12/26
Kathy Granquist 12/27
Kathy Kamp 12/28
Nancy Prine 12/29
Caelan Grady 12/30
David Packer 12/30

Don’t see your birthday? Let us know! We may not have it on file and we’d love to update your
information
so that it’s accurate. DECEMBER 2018
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Benefit Concert
The 5th Annual Advent Lessons and Carols will be held at the First Congregational UCC in Madison at 7 P.M. on December 2, 2018. As the combined
choirs, readers, musicians and community unite to celebrate through word and
song the Prince of Peace, those brother and sisters living under occupation in
Palestine will also be lifted up.BUILDING HOPE, the worship theme this year,
will provide a focus for fund raising efforts to provide scholarships for students to attend Dar al Kalimantan University College of Arts and Culture in Bethlehem, a school begun 10 years ago that now serves over 500 Christian and Muslim students from all over the West Bank. Scholarship funds raised will provide hope for students to
achieve their dreams no matter their current circumstances. In advent we celebrate not only the life of Jesus, but
for the life God intends for all God's children. You too can help. To learn more please check the website;
brightstarsbethlehem.org

UPDATED Worship Volunteer Schedule
Liturgists
12/2/2018

Richard Appen

Ushers

Greeters

Bob Forsberg

Karen Stephens

Bill Tanke

Kathy Key

Gary Stephens

Linda Tanke

Andrea Kenny

Andrea Kenny
Dave Granquist

Ed Cothroll
12/9/2018

Communion Servers

Confirmation

Doug Halls

Dave Granquist

Class

Juanita Halls

Kathy Granquist

Rhea Schultz
Ken Sadeghian
12/16/2018

Joe TBD

Doug Kornetzke

Kathy Key

Ed Cothroll

Julie Madden

Abe Aberle
Carrie Aberle
12/23/2018

Agnes Dako

Dick Zimmer

Richard Appen

Karen Osborne

Alice Appen

Linda Kwiatkowski
Bill Bridson
Lee DeSpain

Dick Zimmer

Alice Appen

Christmas Eve

Joel DeSpain

Peg Zimmer

Ed Cothroll

Carol Sing 3:30pm

Patricia Miller

Service 4pm

Kathy Key

12/24/2018

12/30/2018

Patricia Miller

Dave Granquist

Dorothy Hujik

Rhea Schultz

The Donnell

Bob Forsberg

Family

Ed Cothroll
Ken Sadeghian
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Thatcher Root

Joys & Concerns
Please keep the following members and friends in your prayers for health, peace and wholeness:
Jack and Jan Browning, Shirley Toomey, Vern Forsberg,
Wade Waggener, Marjorie Hamann and son Jack, Ann
Friedley, Hannah Kwiatkowski, Ruth Hein, Newt Roberts

December 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

2 Food Sunday
3
9:45 AM Worship
11 AM Sunday School

4

Wed
5
12:30 PM Bible
Study
7:00 PM AA
7:00 PM Choir

Thu

Fri

6
7
9:30 AM Thursday 5:30 PM DBSA
Morning Book
Group

Sat
Dec 1 - 10:00AM
New Deacon &
Elder Orientation
8 - 5:00 AM
Shelter Breakfast
11:30 AM
Christmas Soup &
Auction

10
9
9:45 AM Worship
9:30 AM Knitwits
11 AM Sunday School
& Intergenerational
Event - Cookie
Decorating!

11

16
17
Just Bakery Sale!
9:45 AM Worship
11 AM Sunday School
3 PM Pres House
Dinner
23
9:45 AM Worship

24
4:00 PM Christmas
Eve Worship

12
12:30 PM Bible
Study
1:30 PM
Oakwood West
Worship
7:00 PM AA
7:00 PM Choir

13
14
9:30 AM Thursday 5:30 PM DBSA
Morning Book
Group
6:30 PM Shelter
Dinner
6:00 PM MaryElizabeth Circle

15

18
1:00 PM EstherNaomi Circle

19
7:00 PM Choir

20

21
5:30 PM DBSA

22

25

26

27

28
5:30 PM DBSA

29

2

3

4
5:30 PM DBSA

5

5:00 AM Shelter
Breakfast

WPC Office Closed WPC Office Closed
30
9:45 AM Worship

31

1

WPC Office Closed

Scott Anderson away on vacation December 25-Jan 1 and will return to the office on Wednesday, January 2nd.
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
4100 Nakoma Road
Madison WI 53711
Call: 608-238-3121
Email: info@westminstermadison.org
Fax: 608-441-7798

We are especially thankful for :

Westminster Mission
Ever seeking guidance from the
Holy Spirit, we strive to follow
Jesus Christ by being…
Attentive to the Word,
Faithful to our covenant with God
and each other, and
Diligent in ministering to the
needs of the world.

Westminster
News
PWW
DECEMBER
STAFF
The Rev. Scott Anderson, Pastor
Office Hours: by appointment
scott@westminstermadison.org
Amy Poland, Christian Ed. Coordinator
Office Hours: Tues & Thurs mornings
amy@westminstermadison.org

Dorothy Blotz, Accompanist
dblotz@charter.net
Vern Forsberg, Pastor Emeritus

westminstermadison.org

Joe Chrisman, Minister of Music
westminstermusic@sbcglobal.net
Katie Bencze, Church Administrator
Office hours: Mon-Thurs / 8am-4pm
info@westminstermadison.org

Search for: Westminster
Presbyterian Church

Worship
Schedule
Worship Service:
9:45am Sundays
~Child Care available~

