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You are the descendants of the prophets and of the covenant that God gave to your ances-
tors, saying to Abraham ‘And in your descendants all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed’. (Acts 3:25) 
 

To me, the joy in this verse lies in its inclusiveness. Peter, the speaker, is addressing a crowd 
of observant Jews. He begins by reminding them that their heritage goes back to Abraham 
and the prophets. But Peter pulls the rug out from under the crowd when he reminds them 
that, in this quote, God continues: emphasizing that in Abraham’s descendants (including the 
crowd hearing this from Peter) “all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” This is God’s 
message: that God’s blessing is for all. 
 

The message to me is that, even though I can’t trace my lineage back to Abraham, God’s 
blessing is also for me, my family and my loved ones. God loves us all, but with the joy of that 
blessing comes a duty: whomever I think of as “other”: other race, other nationality, other be-
liefs, other politics – whatever sort of “other” another is, God’s blessing is for them equally as 
it is for me; and if God extends his blessing to them, who am I to withhold my own love and 
blessing from anyone? 

 

This works in both directions: just as I must view all others as blessed, I relish the idea that, 
with God’s prodding, all others will know that I am blessed. I am blessed by God for all to see, 
whether or not I’ve earned it by deed, by culture, by family, or in any other way of my own do-
ing. What a joyful gift this is! 
 

Prayer:  Dear God, help me remember that all people are your people, and all are blessed by 
you. Help me to see them all as your blessed. 
 

Paul Thompson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


