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In the text of John 7:40-52, the people of Jerusalem are wondering if Jesus could possibly be 
the long-awaited Messiah.  The Pharisees, who opposed Jesus throughout his ministry, are 
now debating as to what they should do with him.  Why does Nicodemus, a member of the 
Sanhedrin, defend Jesus by asking, “Does our law condemn a man without first hearing him to 
find out what he has been doing?”  
 

Nicodemus first appears in John 3, when he wants to learn more about Jesus and his teach-
ings.  Jesus tells Nicodemus that, if he wants to see the kingdom of God, he must be born 
again.  Nicodemus does not understand this cryptic message and says, “How can this be?”  
Jesus asks Nicodemus how he can be a Jewish teacher if he does not understand that he 
must be born again of the spirit. 
 

Then Nicodemus heard the most important words in the Bible, and they changed his entire life.  
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son.  Whoever believes in him shall not per-
ish but have everlasting life.”  WOW!  God sent his own son into the world not to condemn us 
but to save humanity. 
 

The story comes full circle when Nicodemus witnesses the crucifixion and helps Joseph of Ari-
mathea with the burial rites for Jesus in John 19.  Like Nicodemus we encounter Jesus through 
his saving grace.  God loved the world so much that he sent Jesus to us.  Jesus died for us 
and rose again.  Hallelujah! 
 

Prayer:  Thank you, God, for the love you sent down at Christmas as we celebrate the birth of 
Jesus.  We thank you for the gift of your most precious son.  Let love fill our hearts as we un-
wrap the gifts of Christmas this year.  Grant us hope, joy, and peace as well as love.  Amen. 
 

Carol Wright 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


