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Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary.  
(Hebrews 9:1) 
 

As I think about Christmas this year, it’s so easy to focus on how different everything is. While 
normally I’d be looking for deals on plane tickets, this year I’m researching airline safety 
measures and COVID statistics. Nothing about this year has been routine - all the familiar ritu-
als of the season have been replaced with something… else. 
 

This Hebrews passage is also about changing rituals. Our covenant with God was remade be-
cause of Christ’s sacrifice and love for us. Reading this I’m reminded that we don’t need relics 
or sacred spaces to be a community of faith and we don’t need rituals to worship God. When I 
see familiar faces during committee meetings or receive friends’ cards and emails, I remember 
that what makes us a congregation isn’t the church building or poinsettias or Advent candles. 
Instead, it’s the love that we have for God and one another. Even though it may look different, I 
get a sense of joy knowing that there is other Westminster members who, like me, are sitting at 
home and worshipping together in a new way.  
 

My church rituals, like so many others, have been turned upside down this year. But despite 
that, there’s something wondrous about still being able to virtually spend time with loved ones 
in the midst of a global pandemic. Christ’s gift to us this season is the reminder that the rituals 
aren’t what’s important. What is important is God’s love for us, and our love for one another. 
 

Prayer:  Dear Lord, please be with us this Christmas season and help us to remember that, 
even if the rituals look different, you are always with us and your love is something that will 
never change. Amen. 
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