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Hanna’s gift of her beloved, precious son, Samuel, to the temple where he would serve the 
Lord all the days of his life, presages God’s gift of his son, Jesus, out of grace, goodness, and 
love for us. Hannah’s uncommonly generous—to me, almost unthinkable--gift of her son was 
the culmination of her promise to the Lord, her grateful response for bearing a son, the gift she 
most wanted in life. 
 

 What got my attention was how Hannah nurtured and prepared her son to be the gift she in-
tended him to be.  She said to her husband, “After the boy is weaned, I will take him and pre-
sent him before the Lord, and he will live there always.” 
 

The Bible passage tells us that Hannah nursed her son until he was weaned. I have a hunch 
that weaning may not have occurred until Samuel was a 2- or 3-year-old boy. During these ear-
ly months and years, Samuel would have been very close to Hanna, developing a relationship 
that was a strong template for relationships that followed, firmly grounded in love, trust, and 
faithfulness.  To nurture Samuel, Hannah did not leave him to make the annual sacrifice to the 
Lord at the temple, which tells of the devotion she had for Samuel and the importance she gave 
to her nurturing of him. 
 

This passage suggests to me that, as Hannah prepared Samuel to be a servant of God in his 
formative years, God’s plan included the selection of Jesus’ mother and the nurturing he re-
ceived with Mary and Joseph for the very challenging ministry that Jesus pursued. 
 

Prayer:  Dear God, thank you for the gift of your beloved son, Jesus, given to us in love that is 
amazing. Help us to see the important, significant, and central gifts we have received, whether 
talents, opportunities, or relationships, for what they are, gifts of love from you. Give us the 
dedication and abiding strength to nurture these gifts with our very best care and with the loving 
intention they are for your service.  Amen 

 

Karen Pridham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


