
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy… (Luke 2:10)   
 

As we all seek to endure this once-in-a-lifetime pandemic, the approaching season of Christ-
mas is one that carries an extraordinary message of hope and the start of a positive future. 
The apostle Luke, believed to be a Greek physician and not one of the original 12 disciples, is 
said to have been an accurate historian as well as a painter of early religious images. Though 
the identity of "Theophilus," to whom the book of Luke is addressed, is debated, the book pro-
vides an account of the early evolution of Christianity. 
 

Though the Bible relates events of two thousand years ago, it includes aspects that pertain to 
the present time. Just as we have been conducting a census of our population this past year, 
the Roman government led by Caesar Augustus was conducting a count of the population, 
probably in consideration of taxation purposes, at the time of the birth of Jesus. The result was 
that Joseph and Mary traveled to Bethlehem to be registered.  
 

The bright light appearing to humble shepherds at night announced the great gift, the birth of 
Jesus, who was to be the central figure of Christianity thereafter. Our current tradition of gift 
giving at Christmas is a way to express love and support of others, a spirit advocated by Je-
sus. While we must resist the distortion of that spirit that excessive materialism of the holiday 
can produce, this year with its turbulent election time especially needs us all to be considerate 
and accepting of the feelings and concerns of others.  
 

Prayer:  Almighty God, we give thanks for the many blessings You provide to us and pray that 
the message of the birth of Jesus will enable all people to embrace the power and value of 
love and empathy.    Amen  
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