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Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. (Psalm 80:19) 
 

2020 has been a tough year for everyone. The world continues the battle against COVID-19 
which is surging once again. Our nation has seen injustice and economic despair while the 
chasm of partisanship has grown ever larger. Nothing about this year inspires hope. 
 

 You would think that the ancient Israelites wouldn’t have any cause for hope either. 
They were held in slavery for 400 years, forced to wander the desert for another 40, had to 
fight to claim the land that was promised to them, and then faced almost constant pressure 
from both without and within until most of the population was finally driven into exile. If anyone 
has earned the right to complain it’s them.    
 

 Ps. 80 shows something different though. Of course there is the lamenting that we ex-
pect, but it doesn’t end there. They call on God to restore them like they expect him to do it. 
But how can they still have that kind of hope? The answer comes in the middle of the psalm. 
The Israelites looked at their history and saw the work of the Lord and believed that he would 
not leave his work unfinished. And he didn’t! Christmas is proof that God didn’t stop working. 
He sent the Messiah that he had always  
promised. 
 

 We know all too well though that there is still more work to be done. But instead of let-
ting that knowledge defeat us, let Christmas remind us that hope doesn’t go unrewarded. Like 
the apostle Paul, we can be confident that the one who began a good work among us will bring 
it to completion (Phil. 1:6) because that is what he has been doing all along.  
 

 So on December 25th as we all gather around our trees, look for the gift we need most 
this year, the one that is a prerequisite to all the others, “the word that the finger of God none-
theless writes on the forehead of every man: Hope!” (Victor Hugo, Les Misérables).  
 

Prayer:  Dear Lord, your people are struggling. The story of 2020 has become about death 
and disease, injustice and intolerance, but we hope for a better one. Restore us, O Lord God of 
hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. We know that you will. Amen.  
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 Unwrapping the Gift of Hope 


