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Westminster News 

 

** A Five-Month Experiment This Fall  ** 

Last week the Session adopted a proposal that has been under discussion the last couple of 

months to experiment with a change in the Sunday morning schedule beginning on Rally 

Sunday September 10 and continuing for five months.   

First, we will continue the summer schedule of holding worship at the 9:30am hour, with 

Sunday School for all ages to follow from 10:50a-11:45a, and a break for fellowship time in-

between.   There are three big advantages to this shift: 

 It will allow me to teach regularly on Sunday morning, which is not possible with our 

 current school-year schedule.  I hope to begin the fall by leading a lectionary-based 

 Bible Study class with sermon talk-back time for adults. This will be in addition to 

 our current mission-oriented 9th hour adult class (which will move to 10:50a begin-

 ning in the fall) and possibly a third offering focused on the needs of parents.   

 It will give parents with children an extra half-hour to get to church on Sunday (9:30 in

 stead of 9) which is significant.  

 It will allow choir members to fully participate in Sunday School.  Under our current 

 schedule choir members must leave half way through the 9th hour adult education 

 class to prepare for worship.  

Second, worship and education will be more closely linked.  This summer our Education 

Committee is experimenting with a lectionary-based Presbyterian Church (USA) curriculum 

called “Feasting on the Word.”   The scriptural and topical theme of worship each week is 

also the focus of the educational time for children. In the fall, our hope is to offer a lection-

ary-based Sunday school class for K-5, Jr. and Sr. Highs, and for adults, as I have already 

mentioned.  The children’s time following the children’s sermon during worship will also be 

focused on the scriptural theme for the day.   

Finally, we hope to make our weekly worship more “kid-friendly” by offering our children 

more engagement and responsibility in the worship experience. We’ve been brainstorming 

a number of ideas, including inviting children 4th grade and above to serve as liturgists, ush-

ers, and assist with communion preparation alongside adults.  We also plan to give children 

age appropriate worship aids and offer training with their parents so they can participate as 

fully as possible in the worship experience.  Another creative idea we’re exploring is match-

ing each child with another adult (a “worship buddy”) in church, someone they can sit with 

during worship if desired. Right now, we’re imagining K-3rd grade will leave for children’s 

time following the children’s sermon, with 4th grade and above staying in worship for the 

entire hour.  

Our overall goal is to engage more of our members and visitors in Sunday School, and to 

offer a meaningful Sunday morning experience for both children and adults.   

Remember, this is an experiment.  We’ll have a feedback mechanism for the congregation 

in late October, with a full evaluation right after the first of the year.  We will learn a lot in 

this process, and we may make tweaks along the way.  I hope you’ll join us! 

--Scott Anderson  
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Upcoming church events & Announcements 

Dine with Nine 

Are you interested in getting to know your fellow worshippers better?  Dine with Nine is a way to do it!  If there 

is sufficient interest, Nine people would be randomly assigned to a group that would get together for dinner 3-4 

times from September to May.  The group may chose to go out to a restaurant or perhaps a potluck dinner at a 

host’s home.  The host would organize the menu.  Please contact Bob Bush at 608-273-0396 or at 

rkb@medicine.wisc.edu for more details.  Sign up sheets are available in the Narthex as well.  Please let us know 

if you are interested! 

 

Allied Drive Volunteer Opportunity 

Do you have basic computer skills? Are you looking for a way to get involved in our local community? 

Westminster has a wonderful opportunity to get more involved with families living in the Allied Drive 

Neighborhood moving towards success. Joining Forces for Families (JFF), part of the Allied Partners, is looking for 

a volunteer to spend 2-3 hours at the JFF office on Allied Drive to assist community members with very basic 

computer skills (checking email, submitting a job application online, changing passwords, etc.) . We would love 

to get a team of people together so we can commit to 1 day per month for 2-3 hours at the JFF office on Allied 

Drive, preferably on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or Thursdays. If we can find 4-6 people we would like to do a 

rotating schedule to fill a volunteer spot once a week, which means that each volunteer would only be 

committing to 1 day per month for 2-3 hours. If you are interested in this opportunity to help our local 

community, please contact Sara Hayes at saradehayes@gmail.com or (608) 260-5131. 

 

Summer Adult Education 

The education committee has chosen 3 books to read this summer.  Each book 

concludes with a discussion group.  An info sheet with brief book descriptions, dates 

and locations is available on the Narthex kiosk.  If you need help ordering a book,  

call or email Katie at the church office.  

 “Climate Justice: A Call to Hope and Action,” discussion  

       at Richard & Ruth Hein’s home Tues., July 11 @ 7-8:30pm 

 “Hallelujah Anyway” by Anne Lamont, discussion at Liane Kosaki’s home on Tues., Aug. 15 @ 7-8:30 pm  

 

Thank You 

"We are so very grateful for everyone's prayers, thoughts and help over these last difficult weeks.  A special thank 

you to Scott Anderson and Dorothy Blotz for the lovely service, as well as Karen Osbourne, Julie Madden, Pat 

Marshall, Carrie Aberle and everyone who helped with the luncheon.  We are so blessed to have such a 

wonderful church family.  Sincerely, the family of Mary Moss" 

 

Community Meal Sign-Up 

Westminster's turn to provide a Community Meal for residents of Allied area is 6 pm,  Friday, July 28.  

It is sponsored by the Allied, Dunn's Marsh Neighborhood Association.   Allied Partners supporting 

Congregations take turns providing a meal, residents, families gather to hear current area news, and share 

fellowship with the sponsoring congregations. 

 

This year Westminster is hiring a local resident chef to make fried chicken (a  favorite), Kathy Kamp will bake a 

potato dish, and we Westminsterites will provide assorted salads and light desserts. 

 Yes, you can bring your food item and enjoy the meal, too. Or you can leave it in the church kitchen, and the 

committee can take it over to the Boys and Girls club for you.  Please be involved in this mission effort by signing 

up on the white board in the Narthex. We can't do this without your help. 

 

Questions?  Call Sue Bridson (C 345-3645) 

mailto:saradehayes@gmail.com
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“JAZZ” for the JAIL MINISTRY  

Good Shepherd Lutheran - 5701 Raymond Road - July 15th from 7:00 - 8:30pm in the Sanctuary  

Good Shepherd Lutheran is hosting a fundraiser for the Madison Area Jail Ministry on Saturday July 15th starting 

at 7:00pm.  “Chance Allies”, the musical duo of Tisha Brown, vocalist, and David Allen, pianist, will perform.  

Their music includes works from George Gershwin, Duke Ellington, Cole Porter, and Louis Armstrong.  Plan to 

attend and learn about the Madison Area Jail Ministry, celebrating it’s 50th anniversary this year.  With 2 

chaplains and a growing volunteer base, the ministry provides spiritual care, bible studies, worship services, grief 

support, literacy training, assistance with re-entry into the community and more.  Come hear about the good 

works of the Jail Ministry. 

 

Sanctuary Back Wall Enhancements 

The Worship Committee would like to thank the entire congregation and especially Session for their input on the 

suggestions made to enhance the back wall of the sanctuary.  The vote was so close so it was decided to continue 

working on ideas, looking for something more universally accepted.  Worship Committee would like to share 

with you the history of the decision and the process we went through in making the choices presented for your 

voting.   

The discussion of what to do with the back wall of the sanctuary started many years ago, long before our latest 

remodel.  Originally, the wall was left blank because that is where organ pipes were to be placed.  The 

antiphonal organ pipes were eventually placed above the back stairwell and the wall was left empty.  It was 

always intended that something would go on the wall.  In addition, the back wall is not a solid wall.  Behind the 

surface of the wall is a perforated panel to improve the acoustics in the sanctuary.   The wall will not support any 

heavy objects without significant changes to the wall’s structure. 

The Worship Committee took up the “back wall discussion” again over a year ago.  With the help of Russell 

Zoellner, an interior designer for UW, we looked at many different ideas.  We considered wood slats and colored 

panels as were placed on the brick wall.  This idea was dismissed due to the height of the back wall and the 

difficulty and cost of implementing this idea. Pieces of artwork such as paintings or stained glass were considered 

but two factors discouraged this avenue.  First, they would likely be too heavy to be supported by the wall and 

second, the space is so large that artwork big enough would be cost prohibitive.  Additional banners were also 

discussed.  We currently have two banners for the back wall—one for Easter and one for Christmas.  We have two 

banners for ordinary season but both are too small for the back wall.  They are used on the brick wall.  We 

considered purchasing additional banners but we didn’t move forward at this time because of the cost of a quality 

banner of adequate size, the storage space needed and the necessity of a volunteer to care for and display the 

banner.  We then discussed the possibility of painting the wall.  It was cost effective and required little ongoing 

care.  The idea of the grape vine on the back was appealing for many reasons.  First and foremost was the biblical 

reference.  John 15, verse 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches.  If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear 

much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”  Second, the idea of a vine appealed to our connection to nature.  

Part of our vision statement is “protecting and renewing all God’s creation; the land, the water, the animals, and 

the people.”  We felt this design met our needs.  In addition, we looked at how our current banners would fit on 

the painted wall and they blended beautifully in the branches. 

One other comment made was how to finance this project.  A donation was made specifically for this project and 

Worship Committee worked to keep the costs within the allowed amount.  This project will not impact the 

current church budget nor will it affect the other pressing needs of Westminster. 

We will now revive our discussion of how to move forward.  We value your input.  We have read the comments 

on the voting cards.  If you would like to make additional comments or suggestions or give us new ideas please 

talk to Sandy or Joel or email Bob Klassy, chair of Worship Committee.   
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Summer Sings! 

Have you ever wanted to sing in the Chancel Choir, but haven’t been able to commit to the weekly re-

hearsal schedules?  Are you now, or were you ever, a choir member who misses the particular blessings 

of making music and leading worship?  Have you been slipping on your new year’s resolution to be 

more adventurous, try something new, or be innovative in using God's gifts? 

  

If you answered yes to any of these questions, then a Summer Sing Sunday is for you! 

On Sunday, July 23, and Sunday, August 20, you are invited to assemble with fellow singers in the rehearsal room 

(Room 7) at 8:45 a.m. We will rehearse music that will be used in the 9:30 a.m. worship service that morning. You 

can choose to participate on either date (or both) depending on your personal schedule. 

  

If you have adult children or older grandchildren home visiting you on a Summer Sing date, invite them to join you 

and participate! This opportunity is open to anyone senior-high age or older and it’s a wonderful way to introduce a 

singing neighbor or friend to worship at Westminster for just one Sunday.  Because we will be singing at various 

points and leading throughout the worship service, Summer Sing participants will sit together in the choir loft dur-

ing the service. However, we will not wear choir robes. 

  

Are you nervous about whether you can learn the choral music in just 45 minutes? Trust me, you’ll be fi-

ne! However, if insufficient time with the music would constitute a barrier to your participation, please stop by the 

rehearsal room after July 16 (for the July 23 Summer Sing) and after August 13 (for the August 20 Summer Sing) and 

take a music packet from the piano. (Note: Copies are limited. Please only pick up music in advance if you are cer-

tain you will be participating in that Summer Sing and be sure to bring it with you on that Sunday morning!) 

  

I hope to see you for summer choir on July 23 and/or August 20. 

--Joe Chrisman, Minister of Music--  

Summer Soloists! 

Would you like to share your musical gifts in worship this summer? Please contact Joe Chrisman, Minister of Music, 

to volunteer to offer a vocal or instrumental solo in worship. Westminster youth - this is a great way to share music 

learned for solo and ensemble contest last spring. Contact Joe at 288-0872 or westminstermusic@sbcglobal.net.  

 

Chancel Choir Kick Off 

Sing the Lord’s Song with Us! The Westminster Chancel Choir will officially kickoff of its season on Wednesday, 

September 6th.  All those interested participating in the Choir’s music ministry are encouraged to attend!   From 

September to June, the Chancel Choir rehearses each Wednesday evening from 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in prepara-

tion for leadership in worship on a weekly basis. Through its Christ-centered approach to worship leadership, the 

Choir plays a central leadership role in this congregation’s worship life and offers its members an opportunity to 

respond to God’s call to be effective stewards of their music talents.  If you are sensing a call from God to serve in 

the music ministry of Westminster but are unsure how to respond, why not give the Choir a try during these months 

before Christmas?  
 

The Chancel Choir ministers within itself by growing individuals, at whatever level of musical ability or faith for-

mation, with the help of the whole ensemble.  The Chancel Choir ministers to the congregation not through indi-

vidual voices, but through its collective efforts in worship leadership.  In this way, each singer gives what they can, 

and the whole of the worship experience is made greater.  Each choir member is valued for the unique gifts they 

contribute to the ensemble.  Some bring outstanding voices or great musicianship.  Others bring equally valued 

gifts like leadership, humor, and warmth.  The Chancel Choir is a community of faith in which singers develop all 

the gifts they have to offer.  The basic requirements are the ability to sing in tune and hold a part, enthusiasm for the 

Choir’s ministry, willingness to learn and grow, and a focused commitment to offering one’s very best at weekly 

rehearsals and in Sunday worship. 
 

For more information about the Choir’s ministry, please contact Joe Chrisman, Minister of Music, at 288-0872 or 

speak with any current choir member. We hope to see you, and hear you, at the kickoff rehearsal at 7:30 p.m. on 

September 6th! 

~A MOMENT FOR MUSIC - FROM JOE CHRISMAN, MINISTER OF MUSIC ~ 
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YOUTH 

Vacation Bible School - Sign Up! 

Attention kids 3 years old through 5th grade!  Our Vacation Bible School is 

scheduled for August 21-24 from 5:30pm-7:45pm.  Our theme this year is HE-

RO Central.  Dinner will be served along with a heaping portion of fun and 

Christian education!  Volunteers are still needed - especially a couple people to 

help coordinate food for those few nights.  Sign up and registration forms are 

available in the Narthex.  

 

 

Youth Lock-In 

Registration is now open for the youth mission lock-in 7/30-8/2. This is a free 

event for youth going into 6th grade and up. Registration information is avail-

able at the kiosk in the narthex. Registration is due by 7/20 in order to plan 

for special events during the lock-in. Please contact Sara Hayes with any 

questions (saradehayes@gmail.com or 608-260-5131).  

 

 

Children’s Time Leaders Still Needed! 

We are still looking for volunteers to lead children’s time on Sunday.   The teach-

ing material is provided and you can sign up for as many (or as few) Sundays as 

you like!  A sign-up sheet is on the Narthex kiosk. You can also email/call Katie in 

the office to sign-up at (608) 238-3121 or info@westminstermadison.org. 
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Meet our Nursery staff 

 We are fortunate to have four warm and wonderful ladies running our nursery this  year.   Feel free to 

bring your kids and grandkids on Sundays...or just stop by the nursery to say hello!   

 Jenny  &  Molly                  Meghan                 Lauren                                              

YOUTH 

 Jenny has a masters in education and currently is a  stay-at-home mom of three awesome kids ranging 

from 2 to 8 years old. 

 Molly is studying education and is going into her senior year at UW - Madison. 

 Meghan and Lauren are sisters!  Meghan is entering her sophomore year at Verona High School and 

      Lauren will be heading to UW - Madison this fall. 
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Joys & Concerns 

 Please keep the following members in your prayers for health, peace and wholeness: 

Jack Browning, Betty Fox, Shirley Toomey, Sandy Butler, Vern Forsberg, Wade 

Waggener, Ann Friedley,  Lil Marsh, Mary Lathrop’s sister Louise, Marjorie 

Hamann and son Jack, Linda Schultz, Connie Dettloff. 

Aberle, Elton (Abe) 

Birch, Carol 

Bjorling, Eric 

Bridson, Sue 

Butler, Brady 

Cornelius, Mary 

Cothroll, Vicki 

Donnell, Sharon 

Fox, Betty 

Fox, Thurman 

Halls, Douglas (Doug) 

Ihlenfeldt, Lee 

Kamp, Chuck 

Kennedy, Shelly 

Knutson, Nanci 

Kosaki, Liane 

Kress, Cecilia 

Lepien, Sophia 

Marsh, Lil (Lilian) 

Marshall, John 

Marshall, Patricia (Pat) 

Moss, Mark 

Mou, Jaxon 

Packer, Alex 

Peach, Ruth 

Schultz, Vicki 

Stange, Gloria 

Tanke, Linda 

Wilke, Lee 
 

July 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

Chrisman, Joe 

DeSpain, Lee (Permela) 

Doby, Elizabeth (Beth) 

Donnell, Jerry 

Goller, Robert 

Grady, Mairin 

Halls, Juanita 

Hamann, Marge (Marjorie R.) 

Hummel, Susan (Sue) 

Knott, Margie 

Koeppe, Mary 

Lam, Ada 

Leonhardt, Kyle 

Pike (Bucky), Wardell 

Prine, Andrew 

Schultz, Rhea 

Sheldon, Ruth 

Smith, Nate* 

Wilke, Steven 

Wright, Dawna 

Yackee, Magill 'Mac' 

Zimmer, Peg 

Important dates 

august 

Sundays: Worship 9:30am, Tuesdays: MATC 9am 

Wednesdays: AA 7pm, Thursdays: MATC 9am 

 

July 15: Porchlight Shelter Breakfast- 5am 

July 16: Nominating Committee - 10:30am 

July 21: Doin’ R Thing Dance - 7pm 

July 28: Allied Dunn's Marsh Neighborhood Associa-

tion Community Meal - 6pm 

July 30: VBS Meeting - 10:30am 

July 30 - August 2: Youth Lock-In 

Sundays: Worship 9:30am, Tuesdays: MATC 9am 

Wednesdays: AA 7pm, Thursdays: MATC 9am 

 

August 6: Worship & Property Committees - 10:30am 

August 8: Stewardship Meeting -  6:30pm 

August 11: Porchlight Shelter Dinner - 6:30pm 

August 12: Porchlight Shelter Breakfast - 5am 

August 13: Education & MIssion Committees - 10:30am 

August 18: Doin’ R Thing Dance - 7pm 

August 20: Fellowship Committee - 10:30am 

August 22: Session -  7pm 

August 21-24: VBS - 5:30pm-7:45pm 

 

july BIRTHDAYS 
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Worship Volunteer Schedule 

                     Liturgists                    Ushers                          Greeters                 Communion Servers 

7/16/2017 Andrea Kenny Ed Cothroll Rhea Schultz 

   Doug Kornetzke Julie Madden 

   Dave Granquist   

    Bob Forsberg   

7/23/2017 Liane Kosaki Paul Bishop Doug Evans 

   Linda Bishop Connie Evans 

   Ed Cothroll   

    Lee DeSpain   

7/30/2017 Bob Klassy Julie Madden Linda Kwiatowski 

   Kathy Key Hannah Kwiatowski 

   Richard Appen   

    Alice Appen   

8/6/2017 Carrie Aberle Jerry Donnell Dave Granquist 

   Bob Goller Kathy Granquist 

   Gay Didriksen   

   Karen Osborne   

8/13/2017 Cynthia Bush Ed Cothroll Judy Stone 

   Peg Zimmer Kathy Key 

   Doug Kornetzke   

    Peggy Douma   

8/20/2017 Richard Appen Erin Nass Judy Graham 

   Bob Klassy Len Van Ess 

   Andrea Kenny   

    Ron Behling   

8/27/2017 Bud Smith Bill Bridson Kathy Key 

   Bob Weber Lee DeSpain 

   Abe Aberle   

    Carrie Aberle   

9/3/2017 Ken Sadeghian Andrea Kenny Dave Granquist 

   Lee DeSpain Kathy Granquist 

   Rhea Schultz   

    Judy Stone   

Andrea Kenny 

Bob Klassy 

Bud Smith 

Erin Nass 

(Carrie Aberle) 

Ed Cothroll 

Thatcher Root 

Margie Knott 

Julie Madden 

(Ken Sadeghian) 
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Westminster Mission 

Ever seeking guidance from the 

Holy Spirit, we strive to follow 

Jesus Christ by being… 

Attentive to the Word, 

Faithful to our covenant with God 

and each other, and 

Diligent in ministering to the 

needs of the world. 

Call:     608-238-3121 

Email:  info@westminstermadison.org 

Fax:     608-441-7798 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  

We are especially thankful for :  

The Rev. Scott Anderson, Pastor 

Office Hours: by appointment 

scott@westminstermadison.org 
 

Joe Chrisman, Minister of Music  

Home: 288-0872 

westminstermusic@sbcglobal.net 

 

Katie Bencze, Church Administrator 

Office hours:  

Monday-Thursday / 8am-4pm 

info@westminstermadison.org  

 

Dorothy Blotz, Accompanist 

dblotz@charter.net 
 

Vern Forsberg, Pastor Emeritus 

608-230-3164 

Worship 

Schedule 
 

 

*Summer Worship Hours*  

(Memorial Day Weekend - 

Labor Day Weekend) 

Worship Service: 

9:30am Sundays 

 

~Child Care available~ 

 

westminstermadison.org 
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“Toward a church as generous and just as 

God’s grace”. 
Westminster is a member of the Covenant 

Network, welcoming &  honoring all!  
Visit : covnetpres.org 

PWW 

STAFF 
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