
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

MARCH 20, 2022 

WELCOME & OPENING SENTENCES 

     Leader: The Lord be with you.  

     People: And also with you. 

     Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

     People: We lift them up to the Lord.           

 

PRELUDE                          O God, Be Merciful to Me, J.S. Bach1 

             

CALL TO WORSHIP                                   from Isaiah 55 

     Leader: Everyone who thirsts: Come to the waters, 

     People: seek the Lord, repent, and return so that you may live.  

     Leader: All who are hungry for righteousness: Come to the waters, 

     People: seek the Lord, repent, and return so that you may live. 

     Leader: All who need the help of God: Come to the waters, 

     People: seek the Lord, repent, and return so that you may live.  

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION 

 

*HYMN                                           Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service, Beach Spring2                                 

1 Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need, who upon the 

cross, forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed: we, your servants, bring the worship 

not of voice alone, but heart; consecrating to your purpose ev’ry gift which you impart. 

 

2 Still your children wander homeless, still the hungry cry for bread; still the captives 

long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead. As you, Lord, in deep compassion 

healed the sick and freed the soul, By your Spirit send your power to our world to make 

it whole. 

 

3 As we worship, grant us vision, till your love’s revealing light, in its height and depth 

and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight, making known the needs and burdens 

your compassion bids us bear, stirring us to ardent service, your abundant life to share. 

 

4 Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go, To the child, the 

youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show; hope and health, goodwill and comfort, 

counsel, aid, and peace we give, that your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy 

know and live. 



CALL TO CONFESSION  

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

Holy God, we confess that we have grown complacent in our response to you. You 

set before us a rich feast of blessing, but we are drawn to lesser things that cannot 

satisfy. You call us to attend to urgent needs in the world, but we indulge our own 

desires. Our ways are not your ways; our thoughts do not ascend to your thoughts. 

Forgive us when we fall short of your claim upon our lives. Disturb our complacency 

and quicken our desire for a more fruitful life. Be patient, we pray, as we amend who 

we are, in the hope of becoming who you intend us to be. We ask this in the name of 

our Savior, your Son, Jesus Christ (continue with silent confession…) Amen. 

 

SONG OF CONFESSION 577                                                       Kyrie Eleison, Reindorf3 

   Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS     

     Leader: God’s love is sure and steadfast, always providing a way out, a way  

  through, a way back to God.  

     People: Through the waters of baptism, we have died with Christ and are raised 

  with him. With gratitude, in faith, we will walk the way of Christ.  

        

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE        

            

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                 Isaiah 55:1-9 

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy 

and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend 

your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline 

your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting 

covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. See, I made him a witness to he peoples, 

a leader and commander for the peoples. See, you shall call nations that you do not 

know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.   

Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked  for-

sake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that he 

may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my 

thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the 



heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts 

than your thoughts.  

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                 Luke 13:1-9 

At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood 

Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, ‘Do you think that because these 

Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell 

you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were 

killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders 

than all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all 

perish just as they did.’ Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vine-

yard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, “See 

here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut 

it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?” He replied, “Sir, let it alone for one more 

year, until I dig round it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but 

if not, you can cut it down.” ’      

 

SERMON                           Beyond What’s Fair 

                                                       

*HYMN 649                                                                   Amazing Grace, Amazing Grace4 

1 Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! I once was lost, but 

now am found; was blind, but now I see. 

 

2 ’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; how precious did 

that grace appear the hour I first believed. 

 

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come; ’tis grace hath brought 

me safe thus far,and grace will lead me home. 

 

4 The Lord has promised good to me, His Word my hope secures; He will my Shield and 

Portion be, as long as life endures. 

 

5 When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, we’ve no less 

days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun. 

                                         

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 Joys and Concerns   

 Pastoral Prayer 

 The Lord’s Prayer 



              Leaders Today:   

         Pastor:  Rev. Scott Anderson                    Liturgist:  Chuck Kamp 

         Minister of Music:  Joe Chrisman            AV/Tech:  John Tarr 

Westminster Presbyterian * 608-238-3121 * 4100 Nakoma Rd, Madison, WI  53711  

PRAYER RESPONSE HYMN 471 O Lord, Hear My Prayer, Taize Ecumenical Community5  

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer. When I call, answer me. O Lord, hear 

my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer. Come and listen to me. 

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION - One Great Hour of Sharing           Eileen Ahearn 

 

CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP 

 

*HYMN 833                                              O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go, St. Margaret6                                                          

1 O Love that wilt not let me go, I rest my weary soul in thee; I give thee back the life I 

owe, that in thine ocean depths its flow may richer, fuller be. 

 

2 O Light that followest all my way, I yield my flickering torch to thee; my heart restores 

its borrowed ray, that in thy sunshine’s blaze its day may brighter, fairer be. 

 

3 O Joy that seekest me through pain, I cannot close my heart to thee; I trace the  

rainbow through the rain, and feel the promise is not vain that morn shall tearless be. 

 

4 O Cross that liftest up my head, I dare not ask to fly from thee; I lay in dust life’s glory 

dead, and from the ground there blossoms red life that shall endless be. 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

  

POSTLUDE                                                                            Fantasy in a minor, J.S. Bach7 
 

 

1 Music:  Public Domain 

2 Text:  Albert F. Bayly ©️ Oxford University Press. Music arr. Selected Hymns, 1985 ©1985 Augsburg Fortress. Used by 

Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

3 Text:  traditional Music: Dinah Reindorf, 1987, arr. Sing! A New Creation, 2001. ©1987, Dinah Reindorf. Music arr.: 

©2001, Faith Alive Christian Resources. Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

4 Text and Music:  Public Domain Music setting by David M. Cherwein ©2000, Augsburg Fortress. Used by Permission. 

All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

5 Text: Taize Ecumenical Community, 1982, 1991. Music: Jacques Berthier, 1982. Text and Music: ©1982, Les Presses 

de Taize (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.) Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

6 Text and Music:  Public Domain. 

7 Music:  Public Domain 

                                                         



WPC ANNOUNCEMENTS March 20 

 

Reminder: We are no longer collecting paper bags. (Thea’s table does not need them any-

more).  Thanks! 

 

Lenten Study  

Pastor Scott is leading a 45-minute discussion session based on the devotional readings 

from the book Living into Lent. There is two 

opportunities to join the discussion each week during Lent: Sundays at 11:15am (in lieu of 

the pastor’s Bible Study) and Thursdays at 6:30pm (via Zoom—link sent in Thursday An-

nouncements).   

 

WPC Rummage Sale  

Mark your calendars—It’s back! The fabulous Westminster rummage sale is coming on 

Saturday, April 23, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m! The committee has decided to pare back to one 

sale per year in the spring. What do we need from YOU?  

 

We will need help setting up Wednesday afternoon, April 20, and all day Thursday and 

Friday, April 21-22. We also could use willing hands to clean up 1-3 p.m. on Saturday. 

We can take donations ONLY the week of the sale: please make sure all items are clean, 

in working order, and in new or gently used condition. We cannot put out for sale any-

thing that is soiled or dirty, torn, broken, or not working. Questions? Want to volunteer? 

Contact Beth Swedeen at ineedmycoffee2@aol.com or Sara Pope at rose-

girl1991@yahoo.com  Sale profits go to local non-profits, and we often donate unsold 

items at the end of the sale to local charity groups. Everyone who volunteers is guaranteed 

a fun time! 

 

Save the Date! 

Vacation Bible School will be happening jointly with Christ Presbyterian from August 1-4 

from 9:00am-12pm.  Details to come! 

 

Palm Sunday Treats 

The Fellowship committee is planning special treats during coffee hour after church on 

Palm Sunday (April 10) in the Fellowship Hall.  Please plan to stay to enjoy both the treats 

and fellowship.  

(Note: There will be no Easter breakfast this year due to Covid.) 

 

 

 



Ukraine Assistance 

The Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is responding to the refugee crisis happening 

in Ukraine.  Over one million Ukrainian people have already been displaced since the 

invasion began.  As the violence continues, the number of people becoming homeless 

due to fighting or fleeing to neighboring countries increases by the day.  

 

If you would like to make a donation to support PDA’s humanitarian response, you may 

donate through Westminster.  Please make sure to mark “Ukraine” in the memo.  We will 

be passing these donations directly to the PDA efforts.  For more information, you can go 

to: pda.pcusa.org. 

 

Office Hours March 16-24 

Katie will be on vacation until March 28.  Volunteers will be in the church office from 

9am-12pm, Mon-Thurs during that time.  To contact Pastor Scott, you may email him at 

scott@westminstermadison.org or call the office at 608-238-3121.   

For pastoral emergencies, contact his cell at 608-358-6153. 

 

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS… 

Care List (rotating weekly): Shirley Dieter, Sally & Vern Forsberg, Ann Friedley, Jack 

Hamann, Gloria Hanson 

 

Members & Friends: Dorothy Schroeder’s 2 nephews, Steve & Cathy Wilkins (Gay’s 

daughter and son-in-law), Cheri Krause and family (loss of her mother), Ken Kummerow 

(Lu’s nephew), Joel Jones 

 

 


