
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

MARCH 27, 2022 

WELCOME & OPENING SENTENCES 

     Leader: The Lord be with you.  

     People: And also with you. 

     Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

     People: We lift them up to the Lord.           

          

PRELUDE                                                                    Softly and Tenderly, arr. D. Wood1  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                          from Psalm 32 

     Leader: Grace and peace in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

     People: Amen. 

     Leader: Blessed are those whose transgression is forgiven.  

     People: Thanks be to God. 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION 

 

*HYMN 436                       God of Compassion in Mercy Befriend Us, O Quanta Qualia2                                        

1 God of compassion, in mercy befriend us, giver of grace for our needs all-availing. 

Wisdom and strength for each day ever send us, patience untiring and courage unfailing. 

 

2 Though we are lost, you have sought us and found us, stilled our rude hearts with your 

word of consoling. Wrap now your peace, like a mantle, around us, guarding our thoughts 

and our passions controlling. 

 

3 How shall we stray, with your hand to direct us, you who the stars in their courses are 

guiding? What shall we fear, with your power to protect us, we who walk forth in your 

greatness confiding? 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

Merciful God, we confess that we have strayed from your ways. Like the Prodigal Son, 

we have wasted our inheritance. You gave us the earth for our home, but we squander 

earth’s resources and hoard its bounty. You gave us neighbors to love, but we pursue 

selfish ambitions. You gave us the commandments that lead to human flourishing, but 

we break your law and forsake your love. Forgive us our sin and bring us to repentance. 



Draw our wandering hearts back to you that we may find freedom in obedience to your 

love. Through Christ our Lord we pray (continue with silent confession…) Amen. 

 

SONG OF CONFESSION 577                                                         Kyrie Eleison, Reindorf3 

   Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS   

     Leader:  As a parent welcomes home a wayward child, so God embraces all who return   

                  in true repentance.  

     People:  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

   

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                    Amy Poland

                 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                   Psalm 32 

Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Happy are those to 

whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. While I kept si-

lence, my body wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night your 

hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. 

Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity; I said, ‘I will confess my 

transgressions to the Lord’, and you forgave the guilt of my sin. Therefore let all who are 

faithful offer prayer to you; at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters shall not reach 

them. You are a hiding-place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with 

glad cries of deliverance. 

 I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye 

upon you. Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, whose temper must be 

curbed with bit and bridle, else it will not stay near you. Many are the torments of the wick-

ed, but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the Lord. Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, 

O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.     

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                          Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees 

and the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with 

them.’  Then Jesus said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to 

his father, “Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.” So he divided 

his property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and trav-

elled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he 

had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to 

be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent 



him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the 

pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, 

“How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying 

of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 

against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like 

one of your hired hands.’ ” So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, 

his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and 

kissed him. Then the son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I 

am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his slaves, “Quickly, bring 

out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 

And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead 

and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate. 

‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard 

music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, 

“Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him 

back safe and sound.” Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and 

began to plead with him. But he answered his father, “Listen! For all these years I have been 

working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never 

given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of 

yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf 

for him!” Then the father said to him, “Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is 

yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has 

come to life; he was lost and has been found.” ’ 

 

SERMON                                  A Weird Family 

                                                       

*HYMN 416                                                                        O Come Unto the Lord, Korea4 

Refrain: O come unto the Lord, O come back to the Lord. 

 

1 No matter how heavy an how great your sins may be, there are no sins that Christ our 

Savior cannot bear, cannot accept. The great depth of Jesus’ loving heart is far deeper than 

the seas. [Refrain] 

 

2 Our Savior is waiting your return both night and day. Jesus anxiously awaits you, with 

door kept open wide, as one who waits throughout the night for a lost child to come back 

home. [Refrain] 

 

3 No matter how burdened and how beaten you may be, the Lord will comfort you greatly 

with hands that touch and heal. Come unto Christ, who loves you so. Please come home; 

please come back home. [Refrain] 



              Leaders Today:   

       Pastor:  Rev. Scott Anderson                    Liturgist:  Linda Kwiatkowski 

       Minister of Music:  Joe Chrisman            AV/Tech:  John Tarr 

       Dorothy Blotz, piano 

Westminster Presbyterian * 608-238-3121 * 4100 Nakoma Rd, Madison, WI  53711  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 Joys and Concerns   

 Pastoral Prayer 

 The Lord’s Prayer 

 

PRAYER RESPONSE HYMN 471    O Lord, Hear My Prayer, Taize Ecumenical Community5  

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer. When I call, answer me. O Lord, hear my 

prayer, O Lord hear my prayer. Come and listen to me. 

 

CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP 

 

*HYMN 771                                                             What Is the World Like, New World6                                                          

1 What is the world like when God's will is done? Mustard seeds grow more than we can 

conceive: roots thread the sol; branches reach for the sun. This is how God moves us each 

to believe. 

  

2 What is the world like when God's will is done? Witness the wandering child coming 

home; watch as the parent breaks into a run. This is how God longs for us when we roam. 

 

3 What is the world like when God's will is done? No more is neighbor just ally or friend; 

peace thrives inn places where once there was none. This is how God works when rival-

ries end. 

 

4 What is the world like when God's will is done? Ready for feasting, we watch through 

the night, tending our lamps till the new day's begun. This is how God readies us for the 

light. 

 

5 These are the stories that Jesus imparts, filled with the Spirit who joins us as one. Born 

through our voices, our hands, and our hearts, this is a new world where God's will is 

done. 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

  

POSTLUDE                                                                      Going Home, arr. J. Martin7                                                        



WORSHIP NOTES 
1 Setting: Dale Wood ©1992, The Sacred Music Press. Used by Permission. All rights     reserved. OneLicense.net Li-

cense #A-703704. 

2 Text and Music:  Public Domain 

3 Text:  traditional Music: Dinah Reindorf, 1987, arr. Sing! A New Creation, 2001. ©1987, Dinah Reindorf. Music arr.: 

©2001, Faith Alive Christian Resources. Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

4 Text: Young taik Chun, 1943; English trans. Steve S. Shim, 1976, alt. Music:  Chai Hoon Park, 1943. English Trans. 

©1976 The Hymnal Society of Korea Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

5 Text: Taize Ecumenical Community, 1982, 1991. Music: Jacques Berthier, 1982. Text and Music: ©1982, Les Presses 

de Taize (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.) Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

6 Text: Adam M. L. Rice, 2009 Music: Sally Ann Morris, 2009 Text and Music: ©2009, GIA Publications, Inc.Used by 

Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

7 Setting: Joel Martin ©1995, Malcom Music (Shawnee Press). Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net 

License #A-703704. 

 

WPC ANNOUNCEMENTS March 27 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Around the world, millions of people face challenges to obtain food, clean water, sanitation, 

education and opportunity. One Great Hour of Sharing is a special collection throughout Lent 

to help improve the lives of people around the world in challenging situations.  

Mathew 25 encourages us to see Christ in those who are hungry, thirsty, and oppressed. This 

special collection is our opportunity to reach out and assist those in need. Please consider 

making a contribution anytime now through Easter.  Checks can be made to Westminster with 

“OGHS” in the memo or through our online portal listed in the announcements.  

 

WPC Rummage Sale  

Mark your calendars—It’s back! The fabulous Westminster rummage sale is coming on Satur-

day, April 23, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m!  

We will need help setting up Wednesday afternoon, April 20, and all day Thursday and Fri-

day, April 21-22. We also could use willing hands to clean up 1-3 p.m. on Saturday. We can 

take donations ONLY the week of the sale: please make sure all items are clean, in working 

order, and in new or gently used condition. We cannot put out for sale anything that is soiled 

or dirty, torn, broken, or not working. Questions? Want to volunteer? Contact Beth Swedeen 

at  

ineedmycoffee2@aol.com or Sara Pope at rosegirl1991@yahoo.com  Sale profits go to local 

non-profits, and we often donate unsold items at the end of the sale to local charity groups. 

Everyone who volunteers is guaranteed a fun time! 

 

Lenten Study  

Pastor Scott continues his 45-minute discussion session based on the devotional readings from 

the book Living into Lent. There are two 

opportunities to join the discussion each week during Lent: Sundays at 11:15am (in lieu of the 

pastor’s Bible Study) and Thursdays at 6:30pm (via Zoom—link sent in Thursday Announce-

ments).   



Palm Sunday Treats 

The Fellowship committee is planning special treats during coffee hour after church on Palm 

Sunday (April 10) in the Fellowship Hall.  Please plan to stay to enjoy both the treats and fel-

lowship.  

(Note: There will be no Easter breakfast this year due to Covid.) 

 

Ukraine Assistance 

The Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is responding to the refugee crisis happening in 

Ukraine.  Over one million Ukrainian people have already been displaced since the invasion 

began.  As the violence continues, the number of people becoming homeless due to fighting 

or fleeing to neighboring countries increases by the day.  

If you would like to make a donation to support PDA’s humanitarian response, you may do-

nate through Westminster.  Please make sure to mark “Ukraine” in the memo.  We will be 

passing these donations directly to the PDA efforts.  For more information, you can go to: 

pda.pcusa.org. 

 

Office Hours March 16-24 

Katie will be on vacation until March 28.  Volunteers will be in the church office from 9am-

12pm, Mon-Thurs during that time.  To contact Pastor Scott, you may email him at 

scott@westminstermadison.org or call the office at 608-238-3121.  For pastoral emergencies, 

contact his cell at 608-358-6153. 

 

Memorial Treats needed 

The memorial for Sandy Butler will be Saturday, April 2 at 3:00pm.  The congregational care 

committee is in need of treats to serve afterwards (cookies, bars, fruit, etc.)  If you are able to 

help (preferably a few dozen), please sign up on the table in the Narthex by the coat rack or 

contact Katie in the office. You may drop off the treats at church anytime before 2pm the day 

of the service. Thank you! 

 

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS… 

Care List (rotating weekly): Margie Knott, Hugh Moss,  Patrick Mullin, Bucky Pike, Joyce 

Schultze,  

Members & Friends: Dorothy Schroeder’s 2 nephews, Steve & Cathy Wilkins (Gay’s daughter 

and son-in-law), Cheri Krause and family (loss of her mother), Ken Kummerow (Lu’s nephew), 

Joel Jones 


