
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

"Tenebrae" is a Latin word meaning "shadows." 

It is the name given to a service that dates back to 8th Century Rome in which the death 

of Jesus Christ is commemorated. 

 

Tonight, we will read the account of Christ’s passion. After each reading, a candle is 

extinguished. As the light diminishes and the shadows lengthen, the symbolism points 

clearly to the physical and spiritual darkness and despair that accompanied the passion of 

our Lord. 

 

After the Last Lesson, the Christ Candle is extinguished and we depart in silence. 

 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

 

GATHER IN SILENCE 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

One:     Blessed be the name of the Lord, our God, 

ALL:     who redeems us from sin and death. 

One:     For us and for our salvation, Christ became obedient unto death, even death on 

     a cross. 

ALL:     Blessed be the name of the Lord. 

One:     Let us pray 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

One:    Almighty God, look with mercy on your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ 

    was willing to be betrayed and to be given over to the hands of sinners and to 

    suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

    one God, forever and ever. 

ALL:    Amen.         

 

*HYMN 221                                      O Sacred Head, Now Wounded, Passion Chorale1 
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1 O sacred head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down; now scornfully 

surrounded with thorns, thine only crown; O sacred head, what glory, what bliss till 

now was thine! Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine. 

 

2 What thou, my Lord, hast suffered was all for sinners’ gain: mine, mine was the 

transgression, but thine the deadly pain. Lo, here I fall, my Savior! ’Tis I deserve thy 

place; look on me with thy favor, and grant to me thy grace. 

 

3 What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest friend, for this thy dying sorrow, 

thy pity without end? O make me thine forever; and should I fainting be, Lord, let me 

never, never outlive my love to thee. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

  One:   Christ bore our sins in his body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live for 

   righteousness. Let us confess our sin together. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not love you with 

our whole heart and mind and strength; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what 

we shall be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name. 

 

TIME OF SILENCE 

 

SONG OF CONFESSION 577       Kyrie Eleison, Reindorf2 

   Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

  One:   The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. In the name of Jesus 

   Christ, you are forgiven. May the God of mercy, who forgives you all your sins, 

   strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

   eternal life. 

  ALL:    Amen. 

 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 

The Shadow of the Suffering Servant 



THE FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 53:4-9 

Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him 

stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, 

crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his 

bruises we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own 

way, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was 

afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a 

sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. By a perversion of 

justice he was taken away. Who could have imagined his future? For he was cut off from 

the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people. They made his grave 

with the wicked and his tomb with the rich, although he had done no violence, and there 

was no deceit in his mouth.  

 

DUET            God So Loved the World, arr. E. Smith3 

 The Shadow of Betrayal 

 

THE SECOND LESSON  Matthew 26:14-16 

Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, 

“What will you give me if I betray him to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver. And 

from that moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray him.  

 

*HYMN 218                 Ah, Holy Jesus, Herzliebster Jesu4 

1 Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended, that we to judge thee have in hate pretended? 

By foes derided, by thine own rejected, O most afflicted! 

 

2 Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath 

undone thee. ’Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee; I crucified thee. 

 

3 Lo, the Good Shepherd for the sheep is offered; the slave hath sinned, and the Son 

hath suffered; for our atonement, while we nothing heeded, God interceded. 

 

4 For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation, thy mortal sorrow, and thy life’s oblation, 

thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion, for my salvation. 

 

5 Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee, 

think on thy pity and thy love unswerving, not my deserving. 

 

The Shadow of Abandonment and Arrest 



THE THIRD LESSON  Matthew 26:36-50; 56b 

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit 

here while I go over there and pray.” He took with him Peter and the two sons of 

Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. Then he said to them, “I am deeply 

grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.” And going a little farther, 

he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass 

from me; yet not what I want but what you want.” Then he came to the disciples and 

found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me one 

hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed 

is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again he went away for the second time and prayed, 

“My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” Again he came and 

found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them again, he went away and 

prayed for the third time, saying the same words. Then he came to the disciples and said 

to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son 

of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is 

at hand.” While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a 

large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the 

people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; 

arrest him.” At once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed 

him. Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came and laid 

hands on Jesus and arrested him. But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the 

prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. 

 

HYMN 204                Stay with Me, Taize Community5 

In the style of the Taize Community, the congregation will sing the hymn repeatedly. 

  Stay with me; remain here with me; watch and pray.  Watch and pray. 

 

The Shadow of Accusation 

 

THE FOURTH LESSON  Matthew 26:57-66 

Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house the 

scribes and the elders had gathered. But Peter was following him at a distance, as far as 

the courtyard of the high priest; and going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see 

how this would end. Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for false 

testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, but they found none, though 

many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward and said, “This fellow said, 

‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.’” The high priest 

stood up and said, “Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?” But 

Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I put you under oath before the living 



God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” Jesus said to him, “You have said so. 

But I tell you, From now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power 

and coming on the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He 

has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? You have now heard his 

blasphemy. What is your verdict?” They answered, “He deserves death.”  

 

HYMN 220                                  Go to Dark Gethsemane, (verse 1 and 2)  Redhead 766 

1 Go to dark Gethsemane, all who feel the tempter’s power; your Redeemer’s conflict 

see; watch with him one bitter hour; turn not from his griefs away; learn from Jesus 

Christ to pray. 

 

2 Follow to the judgment hall; view the Lord of life arraigned; O the wormwood and the 

gall! O the pangs his soul sustained! Shun not suffering, shame, or loss; learn from him 

to bear the cross. 

 

The Shadow of Judgement 

 

THE FIFTH LESSON Matthew 27:1-2, 11-14, 24-26 

When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together 

against Jesus in order to bring about his death. They bound him, led him away, and 

handed him over to Pilate the governor. 

Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of 

the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and 

elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many 

accusations they make against you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single 

charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. So when Pilate saw that he could do 

nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and washed his hands 

before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” Then 

the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 

So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be 

crucified. 

 

*HYMN 223                                          When I Survey the Wondrous Cross,  Hamburg7 

1 When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died, my richest gain I 

count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in the death of Christ my God; all the vain 

things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood. 

 



3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down; did e’er 

such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small; love so 

amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

The Shadow of Mockery and Crucifixion 

 

THE SIXTH LESSON  Matthew 27:27-44 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they 

gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on 

him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed 

in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the 

Jews!” They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After mocking 

him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him 

away to crucify him. As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; 

they compelled this man to carry his cross. 

And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they 

offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink 

it. And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by  

casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his head they put the 

charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Then two bandits 

were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by 

derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and 

build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the 

cross.” In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were 

mocking him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel;  

let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let 

God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” The bandits who were 

crucified with him also taunted him in the same way. 

 

HYMN 219                                                             They Crucified My Lord, Crucifixion8 

1 They crucified my Lord, and he never said a mumbalin’ word; they crucified my Lord, 

and he never said a mumbalin’ word. Not a word, not a word, not a word. 
 

2 They nailed him to a tree, and he never said a mumbalin’ word; they nailed him to a 

tree, and he never said a mumbalin’ word. Not a word, not a word, not a word. 
 

3 They pierced him in the side, and he never said a mumbalin’ word; they pierced him 

in the side, and he never said a mumbalin’ word. Not a word, not a word, not a word. 



4 The blood came trickalin’ down, and he never said a mumbalin’ word; the blood 

came trickalin’ down, and he never said a mumbalin’ word. Not a word, not a word, not 

a word. 
 

5 He bowed his head and died, and he never said a mumbalin’ word; he bowed his 

head and died, and he never said a mumbalin’ word. Not a word, not a word, not a 

word. 

The Shadow of Death 

 

THE SEVENTH LESSON  Matthew 27:45-51, 54 

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about 

three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, 

my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, 

“This man is calling for Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with 

sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us 

see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 

Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that moment the curtain 

of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were 

split. Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, 

saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was 

God’s Son!” 

 

*HYMN 215                           What Wondrous Love Is This, (verse 1-3)  Wondrous Love9 

1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, what wondrous love is this, O my 

soul! What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dreadful curse 

for my soul, for my soul, to bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 

2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, when I was sinking down, 

sinking down, when I was sinking down beneath God's righteous frown, Christ laid aside 

his crown for my soul, for my soul, Christ laid aside his crown for my soul! 
 

3 To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing, to God and to the Lamb, I will sing; 

to God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM, while millions join the theme, I will sing, I 

will sing; while millions join the theme, I will sing! 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER (in unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 



forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory  forever.  Amen.  

 

The Shadow of Rejection of the Word 

 

THE EIGHTH LESSON  John 1:1-5, 3:19 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him 

not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was 

the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it. And this is the judgement, that the light has come into the world, and people 

loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 

 

SOLO            Were You There?, Were You There10 

 

Depart in Silence 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Text and Music:  Public Domain. 

2 Text:  traditional Music: Dinah Reindorf, 1987, arr. Sing! A New Creation, 2001. ©1987, Dinah Reindorf. Music 

arr.: ©2001, Faith Alive Christian Resources. Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License    

#A-703704. 

3 Music Setting by Ethel Smith ©1968, Lorenz Publishing Company. Used by Permission. All rights reserved. 

OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

4 Text and Music:  Public Domain 

5 Text: Taize Ecumenical Community, 1982 Music: Jacques Berthier, 1982. Text and Music: ©1982, Les Presses 

de Taize (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.) Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License          

#A-703704. 

6 Text and Music:  Public Domain 

7 Text and Music:  Public Domain 

8 Text and Music:  Public Domain 

9 Text and Music:  Public Domain 

10 Text and Music:  Public Domain 

         Leaders Today:   

       Pastor:  Rev. Scott Anderson                    Liturgist:  Richard Appen 

       Minister of Music:  Joe Chrisman            AV/Tech:  John Tarr 

       Dorothy Blotz, piano 

Westminster Presbyterian * 608-238-3121 * 4100 Nakoma Rd, Madison, WI  53711  


