
OPENING SENTENCES 

     Leader: The Lord be with you. 

     People: And also with you. 

     Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

     People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

      

PRELUDE               Variations on Noel Nouvelet, R.C. Lau 
Setting by Robert C. Lau. ©1989 Harold Flammer, Inc. Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

                      

CALL TO WORSHIP                               from Psalm 19 

     Leader:   Heaven is declaring God’s glory; the sky is proclaiming God’s handiwork. 

     People:   One day gushes the news to the next, and one night informs another what needs to be known.  

     Leader: There is no speech; there are no words; their voices cannot be heard by us. 

     People: Yet their sound extends throughout the world; their words reach the ends of the earth! 

   

HYMN 247             Now the Green Blade Rises, Noel Nouvelet 

 
Text: John M. C. Crum, 1928, alt. Music Harm. Martin Shaw, 1928. Text and Music Harm. ©1928 Oxford University Press.  Used by 

Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

                  

CALL TO CONFESSION  

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

Merciful God, how fickle we are; we sin against you without even knowing it. Clear us, we pray, of any un-

known sin, and save us from willfully ignoring your way. Let your commandments rule and guide us. Forgive 

us for worshiping anyone or anything except you; keep us faithful. Forgive us for failing to honor all our rela-

tionships--with those closest to us and those who are distant neighbors. Help us to speak words of blessing 

and kindness, rather than words that belittle or destroy. Turn us away from violence, falsehood, and selfish-

ness. Forgive us for thinking everything depends on our efforts and power, for you are the God who made 

us, led us out slavery, and has brought us into the community of faith. Help us to depend on you alone and 

to rest in your peace (continue with silent confession...) Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

     Leader: Brothers and sisters, in Jesus Christ, crucified, risen, and coming again, we are forgiven and set 

  free to live in faithfulness with God and with one another!  

     People: Thanks be to God! 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

APRIL 18, 2021 

1 Now the green blade rises, from the buried grain, 

Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 

Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 

Love is come again like wheat arising green. 

2 In the grave they laid Him, Love by hatred slain, 

Thinking that He never would awake again, 

Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:  

Love is come again like wheat arising green. 

3 Forth He came at Easter, like the risen grain, 

He that for three days in the grave had lain; 

Raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen: 

Love is come again like wheat arising green. 

4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 

Your touch can call us back to life again, 

Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:  

Love is come again like wheat arising green. 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE          Amy Poland 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                          Psalm 4 

Answer me when I call, O God of my right! You gave me room when I was in distress. Be gracious to me 

and hear my prayer. How long, you people, shall my honor suffer shame? How long will you love vain 

words, and seek after lies? But know that the Lord has set apart the faithful for himself; the Lord hears when I 

call to him. When you are disturbed, do not sin; ponder it on your beds, and be silent. Offer right sacrifices 

and put your trust in the Lord. There are many who say, “O that we might see some good! Let the light of 

your face shine on us, O Lord!” You have put gladness in my heart more than when their grain and wine 

abound. I will both lie down and sleep in peace; for you alone, O Lord, make me lie down in safety.  

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                    Acts 3:12-19 

When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare 

at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 

and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and 

rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and 

Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God 

raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man 

strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the 

presence of all of you. “And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this 

way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent there-

fore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.  

 

SERMON                    Signs of the Presence 

                       

CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 Joys and Concerns 

 Pastoral Prayer 

 The Lord’s Prayer 

  

HYMN 246               Christ Is Alive!, Truro  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Brian Wren, 1968; rev.1995. Text ©1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company. Used by Permission. All rights reserved. 

OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

1 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 

The cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes with praises ring. 

Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 

 

2 Christ is alive! No longer bound 

to distant years in Palestine, 

but saving, healing, here and now, 

and touching every place and time. 

 

3 In every insult, rift, and war 

where color, scorn, or wealth divide, 

Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 

and lives, where even hope has died. 

4 Women and men, in age and youth, 

can feel the Spirit, hear the call, 

and find the way, the life, the truth, 

revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 

 

5 Christ is alive, and comes to bring 

good news to this and every age, 

till earth and sky and ocean ring 

with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 
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CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE                Toccata in F Major, D. Buxtehude 
Music:  Public Domain 
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