
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MAY 2, 2021 

OPENING SENTENCES 

     Leader: The Lord be with you. 

     People: And also with you. 

     Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

     People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

      

PRELUDE        Open Your Ears, O Faithful People, Yisrael V’Oraita 
Text: Willard F. Jabush, 1966, rev. 1982 Music: Hasidic Melody; arr. Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 2006 Text ©1966,  

1982 Willard F. Jabush (Published by OCP) Music Arr. ©2006 Augsburg Fortress Used by Permission. All rights reserved.  

OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

                                              

CALL TO WORSHIP                    from John 15:1-8 

     Leader: We are branches, rooted in the vine of Christ. 

     People: We come because we seek to abide in Christ. 

     Leader: The branches that remain in the vine bear much fruit. 

     People: We come because we long to be spiritually vibrant, alive, productive. 

     Leader: If we abide in Christ, then Christ’s words will abide in us. 

     People: We come because we strive to be faithful disciples. 

     Leader: We gather for worship now to the glory of the One God: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer. 

     People: May we grow wildly as God tends us lovingly. 

 

HYMN 459                O Word of God Incarnate, Munich   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text and Music:  Public Domain 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION  

 

 

1 O Word of God incarnate, 

O Wisdom from on high, 

O Truth unchanged, unchanging, 

O Light of our dark sky: 

we praise you for the radiance 

that from the hallowed page, 

a lantern to our footsteps, 

shines on from age to age. 

 

2 The church from you, dear Savior, 

received this gift divine; 

and still that light is lifted 

on all the earth to shine. 

It is the chart and compass 

that, all life’s voyage through, 

amid the rocks and quicksands 

still guides, O Christ, to you. 

3 O make your church, dear Savior, 

a lamp of purest gold 

to bear before the nations 

your true light, as of old; 

O teach your wandering pilgrims 

by this our path to trace, 

till, clouds and storms thus ended, 

we see you face to face. 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

God of mercy, we confess that we have not borne the fruit of the Spirit. We have not loved others as you  

have loved us. We have denied the promises of baptism and cut ourselves off from you. Forgive us, restore  

us, that we may abide in your love and live out your mercy, for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whose name we  

pray (continue with silent confession...) Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

    Leader:  You have already been cleansed by the word that God has spoken to you.   

  Believe the promise given to you by God: 

     People: in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                   Psalm 22:25-31 

From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 

The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the Lord. May your hearts live forever! 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; and all the families of the nations shall worship 

before him. For dominion belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the nations. To him, indeed, shall all who 

sleep in the earth bow down; before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, and I shall live for him. Pos-

terity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord, and proclaim his deliverance to a people 

yet unborn, saying that he has done it.                         

   

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON              Acts 8:26-40 

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Je-

rusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a 

court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusa-

lem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the 

Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the 

prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone 

guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was 

reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does 

not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is 

taken away from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 

about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he pro-

claimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and 

the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the  

chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 

When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no 

more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the 

region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.  

 

SERMON                    God’s Good Gift

                

CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 Joys and Concerns, 

 Pastoral Prayer 

  

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Leader:  The Lord be with you, 

People:  And also with you. 



 

 Leaders Today   
 

  Pastor:  Rev. Scott Anderson                   Liturgist:  Karen Stephens 

            Minister of Music:  Joe Chrisman            AV/Tech:  John Tarr 

Westminster Presbyterian * 608-238-3121 * 4100 Nakoma Rd, Madison, WI  53711 * westminstermadison.org 

Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader:  Eternal God (prayer continues…)   We pray the prayer taught to us by our Lord  Jesus Christ, 

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

BREAKING OF BREAD AND POURING OF THE CUP 

 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE    

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION           Draw Us to You, arr. M. Burkhardt  
Music: Michael Burkhardt.©1990 Birnamwood Publications (MorningStar Music Publishers). Used by Permission. All rights  

reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

          

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (unison) 

God of grace, you renew us at your table with the bread of life.  May this food strengthen us in love and 

help us to serve you in each other.  We ask in the name of Jesus the Lord.  Amen.  

 

HYMN 451                        Open My Eyes That I May See, Open My Eyes  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text and Music:  Public Domain 

     

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE                  Toccata in Seven, J. Rutter 
Music: John Rutter.©1975 Oxford University Press. Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License  

#A-703704. 

1 Open my eyes, that I may see 

glimpses of truth thou hast for me. 

Place in my hands the wonderful key 

that shall unclasp and set me free. 

Silently now I wait for thee, 

ready, my God, thy will to see. 

Open my eyes; illumine me, Spirit divine! 

 

2 Open my ears, that I may hear 

voices of truth thou sendest clear. 

And while the wave notes fall on my ear, 

everything false will disappear. 

Silently now I wait for thee, 

ready, my God, thy will to see. 

Open my ears; illumine me, Spirit divine! 

3 Open my mouth, and let me bear 

gladly the warm truth everywhere. 

Open my heart, and let me prepare 

love with thy children thus to share. 

Silently now I wait for thee, 

ready, my God, thy will to see. 

Open my heart; illumine me, Spirit divine! 


