
13TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

AUGUST 22, 2021 

WELCOME & OPENING SENTENCES 

     Leader: The Lord be with you.  

     People: And also with you. 

     Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

     People: We lift them up to the Lord.           

 

PRELUDE               Just a Closer Walk with Thee, arr. J. Nixon 
Music Setting by June Nixon©1997, Kevin Mayhew, Ltd. Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net 

License #A-703704. 

                          

CALL TO WORSHIP                        inspired by Psalm 84 

     Leader: How beautiful are the places where you dwell, O Lord! 

     People: This house cannot contain your glory; even the heavens are bursting with the 

  goodness of your presence! 

     Leader: Happy are those who find their strength in you. 

     People: Hear our prayers this day, Holy God, as we proclaim your praises to all the 

  earth! 

 

*HYMN 839            Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine, Assurance 
Text: Public Domain. Music Setting by Hal Hopson©2000, Hope Publishing Company. Used by Permission. All 

rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

CALL TO CONFESSION  

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

Gracious and loving God, we confess that we have not been faithful servants. We have not 

served you with sincere hearts nor trusted in your salvation. We have forsaken you, the liv-

ing God, and have chosen to follow the lifeless idols of worldly power and wealth. Forgive 

1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

 

Refrain: This is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior all the day long. 

This is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior all the day long. 

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight, 

visions of rapture now burst on my sight. 

Angels descending bring from above 

echoes of mercy, whispers of love. [Refrain] 

 

3 Perfect submission, all is at rest. 

I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

watching and waiting, looking above, 

filled with his goodness, lost in his love. [Refrain] 



us our sin, O God. Lead us to heartfelt repentance that we may honor you with our lips 

and serve you with our lives; through our Savior, Jesus Christ  (continue with individual  

confession...) Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

     Leader: Hear the good news: Christ himself is the Word that offers eternal life to all 

  who receive him. This proves his love for us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you 

  are forgiven. 

     People: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                  

                     

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

          

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                     Psalm 34: 15-22 

The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their cry. The face of the 

Lord is against evildoers, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. When the right-

eous cry for help, the Lord hears, and rescues them from all their troubles. The Lord is near to 

the brokenhearted, and saves the crushed in spirit. Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

but the Lord rescues them from them all. He keeps all their bones; not one of them will be 

broken. Evil brings death to the wicked, and those who hate the righteous will be con-

demned. The Lord redeems the life of his servants; none of those who take refuge in him will 

be condemned. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON              John 6: 56-69 

Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living   

Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 

This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and 

they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” He said these things while he 

was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” 

But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this 

offend you? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 

It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit 

and life. But among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first 

who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. And he 

said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the 

Father.” Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. 

So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, 

to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know 

that you are the Holy One of God.” 



SERMON                                   Looking for God 
 

CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 Joys and Concerns  

 Pastoral Prayer  

 Lord’s Prayer 
 

*HYMN 725                                           O Jesus, I Have Promised, Nyland 
Text:  Public Domain Music harm. David Evans, 1927. Music Adapt. And Harm. ©1927, Oxford University Press. 

Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

    

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE             May the God of Hope Go with Us, arr. J. Chrisman 
Text: Alvin Schutmaat, 1984. Music: Argentine folk melody. Music setting by James J. Chrisman, 2021.  

  

Worship Note: -Please place offerings & friendship forms in the collection plates as you leave 

the sanctuary. Coffee hour is outdoors after worship at the Yuma Drive entrance - join us! 

       

   

Leaders Today:   

  Preacher:  Rev. Scott Anderson       Liturgist:  Cindy Kornetzke 

  Minister of Music:  Joe Chrisman            AV/Tech:  John Tarr 

  Ushers: Abe & Carrie Aberle 

1 O Jesus, I have promised 

to serve you to the end; 

be now and always near me, 

my Master and my friend; 

I shall not fear the battle 

if you are by my side, 

nor wander from the pathway 

if you will be my guide. 

 

2 O let me feel you near me! 

The world is ever near: 

I see the sights that dazzle; 

the tempting sounds I hear. 

My foes are ever near me, 

around me and within; 

but, Jesus, draw still nearer 

and shield my soul from sin. 

3 O let me hear you speaking 

in accents clear and still, 

above the storms of passion, 

the murmurs of self-will; 

O speak to reassure me, 

to hasten or control; 

O speak, and make me listen, 

true guardian of my soul. 

 

4 O Jesus, you have promised 

to all who follow you 

that where you are in glory 

your servant shall be too. 

And, Jesus, I have promised 

to serve you to the end; 

now give me grace to follow, 

my Master and my friend. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

School Supplies 

We are still collecting supplies for Thoreau Elementary. Needed items are: glue, pencils 

(Ticonderoga preferred), scissors, crayons (Crayola preferred), and colored pencils. Mission 

will also provide 60 backpacks with encouraging notes.  If you’d rather leave the shopping to 

us, you can make checks to Westminster with “school supplies” in the memo.  Thank you! 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

During worship on August 29, we will be doing a “Blessing of the Backpacks” for all, includ-

ing the backpacks that mission is donating to Thoreau Elementary.  We invite all children to 

bring in theirs, as we lift them up in prayer for a safe and successful school year.   

 

Last Summer Walk 

Thursday group’s last summer walk will be this Thursday 8/26, 10:00am at the Rotary Botani-

cal Gardens in Janesville.  All are welcome!  Please note, due to concern over the increase in 

Covid cases, we will not be doing lunch at the café afterwards.  There is an outdoor patio at 

the Gardens, so if anyone wants to bring snacks/lunch, feel free to do so.  Please let Connie 

know by Tuesday 8/24 if you plan to come, need a ride, or are willing to drive others.  (608-

444-6241 or ce24ce24@gmail.com). If you need a ride – please be at the church by 9:00am. 

 

Fall Bible Study 

Rev. Jessica Salt will kick off the Fall Bible Study Wednesday, September 8th, 12:30-

2pm.  This class will look at Hebrews and as of now, will remain online via zoom.  All are 

welcome!  If you’d like to join, please let Katie in the office know by August 29 so we can 

order you a study guide.  Study guides are $10.50 and available now in the office. 

 

Summer Backyard Book Group 

Pastor Scott will be leading the final book group for The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas at 

4pm on August 19 and August 26 on the church patio.  Books available in the office for $13.  

 

Madinah Academy - Reception 

We are very happy Madinah has found a place to continue their growth. Please join us and 

the staff of Madinah after worship at 11am on Sunday, August 29, for a special reception with 

coffee and sweet treats as we celebrate our friendship and say good bye.  

 

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS… 

Homebound Highlights: Jack Browning, Isabell & Sam Buffat, Sandy Butler, Lynn Chapman  

 

Members & Friends: Carla McCann, Kelly McCann, Gloria Stange, Nicholas  

Tortorich, Sam Hermsen 

Westminster Presbyterian * 608-238-3121 * 4100 Nakoma Rd, Madison, WI  53711  


