22ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
SEPTEMBER 6, 2020
ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

OPENING SENTENCES
Leader:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up to the Lord.
PRELUDE

Air, Water Music, G.F. Handel

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Come, let’s praise God together! Sing a new song—
People: a song of God’s goodness and mercy, faithfulness and love.
Leader: For God delights in God’s people, crowning them with honor and glory!
People: Let us worship God.
HYMN 394

Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation, Regent Square

1 Christ is made the sure foundation,
Christ the head and cornerstone,
chosen of the Lord and precious,
binding all the church in one;
holy Zion's help forever,
and our confidence alone.

3 Here bestow on all your servants
what they seek from you to gain;
what they gain from you, forever
with the blessed to retain;
and hereafter in your glory
evermore with you to reign.

2 To this temple, where we call you,
come, O Lord of hosts, and stay;
come, with all your loving-kindness;
hear your people as we pray,
and your fullest benediction
shed within these walls today.

4 Laud and honor to the Father,
laud and honor to the Son,
laud and honor to the Spirit,
ever three and ever one:
one in might and one in glory
while unending ages run!

CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
Almighty God, You have set before us the path but we have wandered on our own to try to find our way.
Sometimes we are like toddlers and we hear Your call and come back. Other times, we are children testing
boundaries, ignoring Your call until fear finally makes us look back. And still other times we are full of
youthful rebellion, demanding to be cut loose and set free, not knowing how much we still need to seek Your
wisdom and guidance. But most of all, too often we think we are adults and have figured it all out and know
our own way, only to stumble and stray so far. Remind us, parental God, that we are always Your children,
that we are never fully grown up in Your sight, that we always have much to learn. Help us to seek You every day, to acknowledge that we need Your wisdom and guidance, and help us to return to the path and walk
with You. In the name of Christ, who is our companion on this journey of faith, we pray (continue with silent
confession). Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Leader: Friends, hear the good news of the gospel: Who is in a position to condemn?
People: Only Christ. And Christ died for us; Christ rose for us; Christ reigns in power for us; Christ
prays for us.
Leader: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel:
People: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE
Matthew 18:15-20
“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If
the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others
along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let
such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of
you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or
three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”
SERMON

The Tie That Binds

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Leader: The Lord be with you,
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up unto the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Leader: Eternal God (prayer continues…) We pray the prayer taught to us by our Lord Jesus Christ,
THE LORD’S PRAYER
BREAKING OF BREAD AND POURING OF CUP
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

Blest Be the Tie That Binds, L. Mason

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (unison)
God of grace, you renew us at your table with the bread of life. May this food strengthen us in love and
help us to serve you in each other. We ask in the name of Jesus the Lord. Amen.

HYMN 366
1 Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling;
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion;
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation;
enter every trembling heart.
2 Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit
into every troubled breast;
let us all in thee inherit;
let us find the promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith, as its beginning,
set our hearts at liberty.

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling, Hyfrydol
3 Come, Almighty, to deliver;
let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return, and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.
4 Finish then thy new creation;
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee:
changed from glory into glory,
till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise.

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Allegro, Suite Gothique, L. Boellmann
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