
24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

SEPTEMBER 12, 2021 - RALLY SUNDAY 

WELCOME & OPENING SENTENCES 

     Leader: The Lord be with you.  

     People: And also with you. 

     Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

     People: We lift them up to the Lord.                         

                        

CALL TO WORSHIP            from Psalm 116 

     Leader: Gracious is the Lord, and righteous;   

     People: our God is full of compassion. 

     Leader: Let us walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the living, 

     People: through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

        

*HYMN 157                              I Danced in the Morning, Lord of the Dance1    

CALL TO CONFESSION  

 

1 I danced in the morning when the world was begun, and I danced in the moon and the 

stars and the sun, and I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth. At Bethlehem 

I had my birth. 

 

Refrain: Dance, then, wherever you may be; I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, and I'll 

lead you all, wherever you may be, and I'll lead you all in the dance, said he. 

 

2 I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee, but they would not dance and they would not 

follow me. I danced for the fishermen, for James and John. They came with me and the 

dance went on. [Refrain] 

 

3 I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame. The holy people said it was a shame. 

They whipped and they stripped and they hung me high, and left me there on a cross to 

die. [Refrain] 

 

4 I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black. It's hard to dance with the devil on 

your back. They buried my body and they thought I'd gone, but I am the dance and I still 

go on. [Refrain] 

 

5 They cut me down and I leapt up high. I am the life that will never, never die. I'll live in 

you if you'll live in me, I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. [Refrain] 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy God, in the face of sin, our gravest enemy, we call to you for help. You know our  

fault before we speak. Forgive us for what we have done in opposition to your will. 

Forgive us for those things we have not undertaken and for which we know our wrong. 

We have not loved you and our neighbors as we ought. We have denied our dependence  

on you. Lead us away from this grief and sorrow. Save us so that we may fulfill our vows  

to you and attend to the needs of your people (continue individual confession...) Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

     Leader: Hear the good news! In Jesus Christ, the living Word, we are forgiven.  

     People: Thanks be to God! 
            

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                            Amy Poland
                         

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
          

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                   Isaiah 50:1-8                        

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the  

weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—  wakens my ear to listen as those who 

are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn back-

wards. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the 

beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore I 

have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be 

put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                                              Mark 8:27-38                

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked 

his disciples, ‘Who do people say that I am?’ And they answered him, ‘John the Baptist; and 

others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.’ He asked them, ‘But who do you say that I 

am?’ Peter answered him, ‘You are the Messiah.’ And he sternly ordered them not to tell any-

one about him. Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffer-

ing, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after 

three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to re-

buke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind 

me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’ He called 

the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them 

deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life 

will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save 

it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can 

they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adul-

terous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in 

the glory of his Father with the holy angels. 



SERMON                         The Choice of a Lifetime        

 

CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 Joys and Concerns  

 Pastoral Prayer  

 Lord’s Prayer 

 

*HYMN 702                   Christ Be Beside Me, Bunessan2              

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

  

 

 

Worship Notes:  

Please place offerings in the collection plate on the coffee table. 

 
1 Text: Sydney Carter, 1963. Music: American Shaker melody; adapt.Sydney Carter, 1963. Text Adapt. And  

 Music ©1963 Stainer & Bell, Ltd. (admin. Hope Publishing Company) Used by Permission. All rights reserved. 

OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

 
2 Text: James Quinn, SJ, 1969. Music: Gaelic Melody, arr. Dale Grotenhuis, 1985. Music arr. ©1987 Faith Alive 

Christian Resources Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

Leaders Today:   

  Preacher:  Rev. Scott Anderson       Liturgist:  Jean Loup 

  Minister of Music:  Joe Chrisman            AV/Tech:  John Tarr 

  Ushers: Doug & Juanita Halls 

Westminster Presbyterian * 608-238-3121 * 4100 Nakoma Rd, Madison, WI  53711  

1Christ be beside me, Christ be before me, Christ be behind me, King of my heart. Christ 

be within me, Christ be below me, Christ be above me, never to part. 

 

2Christ on my right hand, Christ on my left hand, Christ all around me, shield in the strife. 

Christ in my sleeping, Christ in my sitting, Christ in my rising, Light of my life. 

 

3Christ be in all hearts thinking about me, Christ be on all tongues telling of me. Christ be 

the vision in eyes that see me, In ears that hear me Christ ever be. 



WPC ANNOUNCEMENTS  

After Worship 

Please join us for a special cake and coffee fellowship after worship! 

 

Knit Wits Meeting This Monday  

Calling all knitters!  Join us if you are interested in knitting for mission.  It will be Monday, 

Sept 13 at 9:30am in MJB Lounge (with masks & social distancing). 

 

Fall Education Starts 

Starting Sunday, September 19 we will kick off our education programming including Chil-

dren’s Time (room 11 during worship) and Adult Sunday School (choir room) after worship.  

Please note, at this time there is no children’s Sunday School after worship.  

 

Blessing of the Animals Sunday, September 26th  

The Blessing of the Animals will be September 26 at Westminster. Invite your friends and 

neighbors to join you as you bring your pets to church for this special service at 9:45a. Please 

note that we have a few rules to protect both pets and human worshipers:  

*Dogs should be on leash or crated, cats should be crated, rodents, lizards, turtles, birds and 

snakes should be appropriately caged.*  

You may bring a picture of your pet in lieu of a live animal. Those who have ashes of their 

pets are welcome to bring them and children who do not have live pets are welcome to bring 

a stuffed animal. If you are unable to attend worship, you may send a picture of your pet to 

Katie by Sept 19 - info@westminstermadison.org.  

 

Peace and Global Witness Offering  

“May the God of Peace … grant you peace at all times in all ways.” 

This is a daring prayer especially in our current time of great division across the world and in 

our own communities. A gift to the Peace and Global Witness Offering enables the church to 

promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. 

25% of this offering stays with our church to support peace efforts in our own community, 

25% stays with our presbytery, and the remainder goes to PCUSA to advocate globally for 

peace and justice in cultures of violence through collaborative projects of education and 

Christian witness.  We will be collecting the peace offerening on World Communion Sunday 

October 3.  Please put “Peace” in check memo. 

 

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS… 

Homebound Highlights: Patrick Mullin, Bucky Pike, Nell Seiberlich, Shirley Toomey 

 

Members & Friends: Carla McCann, Kelly McCann, Gloria Stange, Nicholas Tortorich, 

Bob Forsberg 


