
25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

SEPTEMBER 19, 2021 

WELCOME & OPENING SENTENCES 

     Leader: The Lord be with you.  

     People: And also with you. 

     Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

     People: We lift them up to the Lord.           

 

PRELUDE             Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, arr. M. Burkhardt1 

               

CALL TO WORSHIP                                     

     Leader: We come here today not because we are clever but because God welcomes  

  the slow learners. 

     People: We come here not because we are wise, but because God loves us in spite of 

  our folly. 

     Leader: We come knowing that the greatest persons will be found among those who 

  humbly serve like Jesus did, and that the brightest ideas and the deepest truth 

  will come from those who see themselves as children in Christ’s school. 

     People: O Lord, open up our mind and our hearts and enable our lives to declare 

  your praise. 

    

PRAYER OF ADORATION 

 

*HYMN 299           You Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim, Hanover2 

CALL TO CONFESSION  

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

O God, who makes known to us all truth, we confess that we are weighed down by our  

1 You servants of God, your Master pro-

claim, and publish abroad Christ’s wonder-

ful name. The name all victorious of Jesus 

extol, whose kingdom is glorious, who 

rules over all. 

 

2 Ascended on high, almighty to save, 

he still remains nigh; his presence we have. 

The great congregation his triumph shall 

sing, ascribing salvation to Jesus our King. 

3 “Salvation to God, who sits on the throne!" 

Let all cry aloud and honor the Son. 

The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim, 

fall down on their faces, and worship the 

Lamb. 

 

4 Then let us adore and give him his right: 

all glory and power, all wisdom and might, 

all honor and blessing, with angels above, 

and thanks never ceasing, and infinite love! 



failings: envy distances us from other people; greed alerts us only to our own desires. 

Where we might bring reconciliation, we create conflicts. Where you call us to give, we 

take. Where your presence beckons, we resist. Deal with us not as we deserve, O God, 

but forgive us, cleanse us, and teach us your way (continue individual confession...) Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  

     Leader: The God who loves and sustains you hears your plea. The Lord desires for you 

  a welcome into the blessed community of faith. 

     People: We are forgiven! 

     Leader: Remember the poor and the outcast, welcome the child, and you will know, as 

  well, your own welcome. 

     People: Thanks be God! 

 

*ACCLAMATION HYMN 582  Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me, Glory to God3  

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (Following the message, children are invited to go with the teacher 

to Children's Time in room 11.)                    

              

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

          

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                               Psalm 1:1-3  

Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path that sinners 

tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers; but their delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law 

they meditate day and night. They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their 

fruit in its season, and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper.  

                             

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                                           Mark 9:30-37 

They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; for 

he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, ‘The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human 

hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.’ But they 

did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. Then they came to Caper-

naum; and when he was in the house he asked them, ‘What were you arguing about on the 

way?’ But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was 

the greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, ‘Whoever wants to be first 

must be last of all and servant of all.’ Then he took a little child and put it among them; and 

taking it in his arms, he said to them, ‘Whoever welcomes one such child in my name wel-

comes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.’  

1 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on  

me, and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned 

me, and to the Spirit, whose love has set me 

free. 

2 World without end, without end.  

A-men. World without end, without 

end. A-men. World without end,  

without end. A-men.  



SERMON                                                                       The Greatest                     

 

*HYMN 203             Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love, Chereponi4 
 

    Refrain:  

    Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love; show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 Joys and Concerns   

 Pastoral Prayer 

 The Lord’s Prayer 

 

PRAYER RESPONSE HYMN 561                 Amen, Amen5 

     1 A-men, A-men, A-men. 

 

CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP 

 

*HYMN                        Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service, Beach Spring6            

 

1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, silently 

washes their feet, Master who acts as a 

slave to them. [Refrain] 

 

2 Neighbors are wealthy and poor, varied 

in color and race; neighbors are near us and 

far away. [Refrain] 

3 These are the ones we should serve; 

these are the ones we should love; all these 

are neighbors to us and you. [Refrain] 

 

4 Loving puts us on our knees, willing to 

wash others’ feet; this is the way we should 

live like you. [Refrain] 

1. Lord, whose love in humble service 

bore the weight of human need, Who    

upon the cross, forsaken, worked your 

mercy’s perfect deed: We, your servants, 

bring the worship not of voice alone, but 

heart; Consecrating to your purpose ev’ry 

gift which you impart. 

 

2. Still your children wander homeless, still 

the hungry cry for bread; Still the captives 

long for freedom; still in grief we mourn 

our dead. As you, Lord, in deep compas-

sion healed the sick and freed the soul, By 

your Spirit send your power to our world 

to make it whole. 

3. As we worship, grant us vision, till your 

love’s revealing light, In its height and 

depth and greatness dawns upon our 

quickened sight, Making know the needs 

and burdens your compassion bids us 

bear, Stirring us to ardent service, your 

abundant life to share. 

 

4. Called by worship to your service, forth 

in your dear name we go, To the child, the 

youth, the aged, love in living deeds to 

show; Hope and health, goodwill and  

comfort, counsel, aid, and peace we give, 

That your servants, Lord, in freedom may 

your mercy know and live. 



Leaders Today:   

  Pastor:  Rev. Scott Anderson                   Liturgist:  Bob Klassy 

  Minister of Music:  Joe Chrisman            AV/Tech:  John Tarr 

  Ushers: Dick & Peggy Zimmer 

Westminster Presbyterian * 608-238-3121 * 4100 Nakoma Rd, Madison, WI  53711  

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE                     Praeludium, Fuge, und Ciacona, D. Buxtehude7 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Notes:  

Offerings and friendship forms may be placed in the plates as you exit the sanctuary. Pencils 

are available in the Narthex. 

 
1Music Setting by Michael Burkhardt. ©1989 Morning Star Music Publishers. Used by  

Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

 
2Text and Music:  Public Domain 

 
3Text: Trad. Liturgical Text, adapt. Paul M. Vasile, 2008 Music: Paul M. Vasile, 2008 Text Adapt. And Music 

©2008 Paul M. Vasile Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

 
4Text: Tom Colvin, 1969, rev.1997, alt. Music: Ghanaian folk melody; adapt. Tom Colvin, 1963; arr. Jane Mar-

shall, 1982  Text and Music ©1969 Hope Publishing Company Music arr. ©1982 Hope Publishing Company 

Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

 
5Text: Trad. Liturgical Text Music: Per Harling, 2004, ©2004 Augsburg Fortress Used by Permission. All rights 

reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

 
6Text:  Albert F. Bayly ©Oxford University Press. Music arr. Selected Hymns, 1985 ©️1985 Augsburg Fortress. 

Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

 
7Music:  Public Domain 

http://onelicense.net/
http://onelicense.net/
http://onelicense.net/
http://onelicense.net/
http://onelicense.net/


WPC ANNOUNCEMENTS - September 19 

 

Fall Education Starts Today 

Today we kick off our education programming including Children’s Time (room 11 during 

worship) and Adult Sunday School (MJB Lounge) after worship.  Please note, at this time there 

will be no  

children’s Sunday School after worship.  The nursery is also open for ages 5 and below. 

 

Blessing of the Animals Sunday, Next Sunday  

The Blessing of the Animals will be September 26 at Westminster. Invite your friends and 

neighbors to join you as you bring your pets to church for this special service at 9:45am. 

Please note that we have a few rules to protect both pets and human worshipers:  

*Dogs should be on leash or crated, cats should be crated, rodents, lizards, turtles, birds and 

snakes should be appropriately caged.*  

You may bring a picture of your pet in lieu of a live animal. Those who have ashes of their 

pets are welcome to bring them and children who do not have live pets are welcome to bring 

a stuffed animal. If you are unable to attend worship, you may send a picture of your pet to 

Katie by today Sept 19 - info@westminstermadison.org.  

 

1¼ Yards of Fleece Needed 

Come join the Education and Mission committees on Sunday, October 10 following the ser-

vice for an intergenerational event to make fleece blankets for Afghan refugee children in Wis-

consin.  We will be tying fleece blankets (like we did for Project Linus) to give to the children  

currently housed at Fort McCoy.  The Mission committee will be  

assembling resettlement packages to give to the families (more information will be coming 

regarding this) including the blankets for the children. Please consider donating 1¼ yards of 

fleece fabric in child-friendly patterns or $15 to cover the cost of purchasing fleece to make 

one blanket by October 6. Checks can be made to Westminster with “fleece” in the memo. 

 

Thursday Book Group 

The Thursday book group will be reading " This Tender Land" by William Kent Krue-

ger.  Books are $10 and will be available in the church office starting September 21.  If you'd 

like to join the Thursday group email list, please let Pastor Scott 

know:  scott@westminstermadison.org. 

The group meets via zoom Thursdays at 10:00am.  

Handbells 

Are you interested in playing handbells for an upcoming worship service? We would love to 

have you join us. Please contact Joe Chrisman, Minister of Music, at westminster-

music@sbcglobal.net as soon as possible to indicate your interest. 

 



Peace and Global Witness Offering 

“May the God of Peace … grant you peace at all times in all ways.” 

This is a daring prayer especially in our current time of great division across the world and in 

our own communities. A gift to the Peace and Global Witness Offering enables the church to 

promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. 

25% of this offering stays with our church to support peace efforts in our own community, 

25% stays with our presbytery, and the remainder goes to PCUSA to advocate globally for 

peace and justice in cultures of violence through collaborative projects of education and 

Christian witness. We will be collecting the peace offering on World Communion Sunday, 

October 3. Please put “Peace” in check memo.  

 

Paper Bags 

Thea’s Table (who was part of the West Food Collaboration) is in need of paper bags for their 

weekly food deliveries to families in need.  If you have any to spare, please put them inside 

the bin that is inside the Yuma doors during normal church hours.  Thanks! 

 

Crop Walk - Ending Hunger One Step at a Time 

Each year congregations across the United States walk to raise funds to end hunger and pov-

erty through long term sustainable approaches to significantly reduce or eliminate hunger. 

This year, the Crop Hunger Walk will be held on October 17—you can register to walk or 

contribute funds to the Crop Walk by going to this link: 

 https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/event/madisonwi 

 

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS… 

Homebound Highlights: Jack Browning, Isabell & Sam Buffat, Sandy Butler, Lynn Chapman  

 

Members & Friends: Carla McCann, Kelly McCann, Gloria Stange, the parents of Jessica Salt 


