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WELCOME & OPENING SENTENCES 

     Leader: The Lord be with you.  

     People: And also with you. 

     Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

     People: We lift them up to the Lord.           

 

PRELUDE            Earth and All Stars, arr. M. Burkhardt1 

                

CALL TO WORSHIP                                     

     Leader: Jesus Christ, we assemble with all your creatures in the circle of life. 

     People: We ask you to join our circle and celebrate with us. 

     Leader: Jesus Christ, as we join in celebration with you and all creation,   

     People: We ask for your blessing, your shalom, on the creatures present here that 

  we love, and all creatures celebrating in the wild.  

     Leader: In the name of God, who creates all life, In the name of Jesus Christ, who re

  deems all life,  and the name of the Spirit, who renews all life, we cry with 

  all in the circle of life: 

     People: Shalom! Shalom! Shalom! May your blessing come! 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION 

 

*HYMN 15                             All Creatures of Our God and King, Lasst Uns Erfreuen2           

1 All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voice and with us sing, Alleluia!  

Alleluia! O brother sun with golden beam, O sister moon with silver gleam, sing praises! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

2 O brother wind with clouds and rain, you nurture gifts of fruit and grain. Alleluia!  

Alleluia! O sister water, flowing clear, make music for your Lord to hear. Sing praises!  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

3 O brother fire, so warm and bright, chase off the shadows of the night. Alleluia!  

Alleluia! Dear mother earth, who day by day unfolds such blessings on our way, sing 

praises! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

4 All who for love of God forgive, all who in pain or sorrow grieve, Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Christ bears your burdens and your fears; so, even in the midst of tears, sing praises!  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 



CALL TO CONFESSION  

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

     Leader:      Lord, for all the animals in the whole wide world, 

     People:      We thank you, God! 

     Leader:      Lord, for all the fun and friendship we have with animals, 

     People:      We thank you, God! 

     Leader:      Lord, for all the times we have hurt or neglected animals, 

     People:      We are sorry. 

     Leader:      Lord, for all the times we have used poisons that have killed animals, 

     People:      We are sorry. 

     Leader:      Lord, for all the times we have destroyed the homes of animal in the  

  forests, oceans or fields,    

     People:      We are sorry (continue with individual confession...) Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  

       Leader Christ forgives us for all our sins against the creatures of the earth. Christ 

  forgives us and calls us to honor and protect all animals. May the animals of 

  earth be our companions in life and lead us to celebrate our place in the 

  circle of life. 

     People: Amen!  

    

*ACCLAMATION HYMN 582  Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me, Glory to God3  

5 And you, most gentle sister death, waiting to hush our final breath: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom, fair is the night that leads us home. 

Sing praises! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

6 O sisters, brothers, take your part, and worship God with humble heart. Alleluia!  

Alleluia! All creatures, bless the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Three in One! Sing praises! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

1 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, whose grace has  

pardoned me, and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. As it was in the beginning,  

is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

 

2 World without end, without end. A-men. World without end, without end. A-men. 

World without end, without end. A-men. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever  

shall be. Amen. 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE               Amy Poland

                                

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

          

SCRIPTURE  LESSON                                                   Psalm 24             

     Leader: The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live  

  in it;  

     People: for he has founded it on the seas, and established it on the rivers. 

     Leader: Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in his holy  

  place? 

     People: Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, who do not lift up their 

  souls to what is false, and do not swear deceitfully. 

     Leader: They will receive blessing from the Lord, and vindication from the God of 

  their salvation. 

     People: Such is the company of those who seek him, who seek the face of the God 

  of Jacob.  

     Leader: Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King 

  of glory may come in. 

     People: Who is the King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in  

  battle. 

     Leader: Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King 

  of glory may come in. 

     People: Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.  

               

SERMON                                                   The Earth is the Lord’s  

 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS (unison) 

Almighty and everlasting God, Creator of all things and giver of all life, let your blessing 

be upon all these animals. May our relationships with them mirror your love, and our 

care for them be an example of your bountiful mercy. Grant the animals health and 

peace. Strengthen us to love and care for them as we strive to imitate the love of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

You are welcome to bring your animal forward for an individual blessing.  You may also 

bring a picture or the ashes of a pet that has passed to receive a prayer of thanksgiving.  

 

*HYMN 364                            Lift Up the Gates Eternal, Gilu Hagalilim4  

As the tempo gradually increases, the congregation will sing the refrain and the cantor 

will sing each verse. 

 



Refrain:  

Lift up the gates eternal; lift up your voices: The King of glory comes; the nation rejoices. 

 

1. See, all the earth is God's, its people and nations; God built it on the deeps and laid 

its foundations.  2. Who can go up this mountain, who stand in praising? Those who are 

pure, who come with clean hands upraising. [Refrain] 

 

4. Come, lift your voices high: be lifted to glory; the Lord our God approaches; come, 

shout the story.  5. Who is this glorious one, for whom we are waiting? We wait the 

mighty Lord, our God celebrating. [Refrain] 

 

6. Come, lift your heads with joy; come, lift up your tower; the King of glory comes in 

full might and power.  7. Who is this King of glory of whom we're singing? Our God, 

the Lord of Hosts, the victory is bringing. [Refrain] 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

     Joys and Concerns   

     Pastoral Prayer 

     The Lord’s Prayer 

 

PRAYER RESPONSE HYMN 561             Amen, Amen5  

     1 A-men, A-men, A-men. 

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION                                                                Kathy Kamp 

 

CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP 

 

*HYMN 753                            Make Me a Channel of Your Peace, Prayer of St. Francis6            

1 Make me a channel of your peace. Where there is hatred let me bring your love. 

Where there is injury, your pardon Lord, And where there's doubt, true faith in you. 

 

2 Make me a channel of your peace. Where there's despair in life let me bring hope. 

Where there is darkness, only light, And where there's sadness, ever joy. 

 

3 Oh, master grant that I may never seek so much to be consoled as to console, to be  

understood as to understand, to be loved as to love with all my soul. 

 

4 Make me a channel of your peace. It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, in giving 

of ourselves that we receive, and in dying that we're born to eternal life. 



Leaders Today:   

  Pastor:  Rev. Scott Anderson                   Liturgist:  Roger Fletcher 

  Minister of Music:  Joe Chrisman            AV/Tech:  John Tarr 

  Ushers: Paul & Linda Bishop 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE               All Things Bright and Beautiful, arr. M. Hassell7 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Notes:  

Offerings and friendship forms may be placed in the plates as you exit the sanctuary.  

Pencils are available in the Narthex. 

 

 
1Music Setting by Michael Burkhardt. ©1989 Morning Star Music Publishers. Used by Permission. All rights re-

served. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

 
2Text and Music:  Public Domain 

 
3Text: Trad. Liturgical Text, adapt. Paul M. Vasile, 2008 Music: Paul M. Vasile, 2008 Text Adapt. And Music 

©2008 Paul M. Vasile Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

 
4Text: Argo D. Duba, 1984; ref. Willard F. Jabusch, 1966, alt. Music: Israeli Folk Melody; harm. Alfred V. Fedak, 

2011 Text ©1986 Argo D. Duba Text Ref.  ©1967 Rev. Willard F. Jabusch (Published by OCP) Music 

Harm.  ©2011 Alfred V. Fedak Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

 
5Text: Trad. Liturgical Text Music: Per Harling, 2004, ©2004 Augsburg Fortress Used by Permission. All rights 

reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

 
6Text:  Anon. C. 1912; adapt. Sebastian Temple, 1967 Music: Sebastian Temple, 1963; arr. Alfred V. Fedak, 2011 

Text and Music: ©1967, OCP Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-703704. 

 
7Music Setting by Michael Hassell,  ©1998 Augsburg Fortress Used by Permission. All rights reserved. OneLi-

cense.net License #A-703704. 



WPC ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Handbells 

Are you interested in playing handbells for an upcoming worship service? We would love 

to have you join us. Contact Joe Chrisman, Minister of Music: westminster-

music@sbcglobal.net as soon as possible to indicate your interest.  

 

1¼ Yards of Fleece Needed 

Come join the Education and Mission committees on Sunday, October 10 following the 

service for an intergenerational event to make fleece blankets for Afghan refugee children 

in Wisconsin.  We will be tying fleece blankets (like we did for Project Linus) to give to 

the children currently housed at Fort McCoy.  The Mission committee will be assembling 

resettlement packages to give to the families (more information will be coming regarding 

this) including the blankets for the children. Please consider donating 1¼ yards of fleece 

fabric in child-friendly patterns or $15 to cover the cost of purchasing fleece to make one 

blanket by October 6. Checks can be made to Westminster with “fleece” in the memo. 

 

Peace and Global Witness Offering 

“May the God of Peace … grant you peace at all times in all ways.” 

This is a daring prayer especially in our current time of great division across the world and 

in our own communities. A gift to the Peace and Global Witness Offering enables the 

church to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice 

across the world. 25% of this offering stays with our church to support peace efforts in our 

own community, 25% stays with our presbytery, and the remainder goes to PCUSA to ad-

vocate globally for peace and justice in cultures of violence through collaborative projects 

of education and Christian witness. We will be collecting the peace offering on World 

Communion Sunday, October 3. Please put “Peace” in check memo.  

 

Crop Walk - Ending Hunger One Step at a Time 

Each year congregations across the United States walk to raise funds to end hunger and 

poverty through long term sustainable approaches to significantly reduce or eliminate hun-

ger. This year, the Crop Hunger Walk will be held on October 17—you can register to 

walk or contribute funds to the Crop Walk by going to this link: 

 https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/event/madisonwi 

 

Paper Bags 

Thea’s Table (who was part of the West Food Collaboration) is in need of paper bags for 

their weekly food deliveries to families in need.  If you have any to spare, please put them 

inside the bin that is inside the Yuma doors during normal church hours.  Thanks! 



Knit Wits Meeting This Monday September 27 

Calling all knitters! Join us if you are interested in knitting for mission and fellowship. It 

meets every 2nd and 4th Monday of the month at 9:30am in MJB Lounge at Westminster 

(with masks & social distancing).   

 

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS… 

 

Homebound Highlights: Shirley Dieter, Sally & Vern Forsberg, Ann Friedley, Jack 

Hamann, Gloria Hanson 

 

Members & Friends: Carla McCann, Kelly McCann, Gloria Stange, the parents of Jessica 

Salt 


