REIGN OF CHRIST SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 22, 2020

OPENING SENTENCES
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader
Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
PRELUDE

Crown Him With Many Crowns, arr. J. Chrisman

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: The Lord God is our shepherd.
People: We are the people of God’s pasture, the sheep of God’s hand.
Leader: God will seek the lost, feed the hungry, and strengthen the weak.
People: But the proud and power-hungry will be fed with justice.
HYMN 265

Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun, Duke Street

1 Jesus shall reign where'er the sun
does its successive journeys run;
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
till moons shall wax and wane no more.

4 Blessings abound where'er he reigns:
the prisoners leap to loose their chains;
the weary find eternal rest,
and all who suffer want are blest.

2 To him shall endless prayer be made,
and praises throng to crown his head;
his name, like sweet perfume, shall rise
with every morning sacrifice.

5 Let every creature rise and bring
honors peculiar to our King;
angels descend with songs again,
and earth repeat the loud Amen!

3 People and realms of every tongue
dwell on his love with sweetest song,
and infant voices shall proclaim
their early blessings on his name.
CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
Sovereign God, we confess that we are not ready for your holy realm. You guide us toward right paths,
but we refuse to follow where you lead. You love and feed and care for us, but we fail to love and serve
others. Forgive us, merciful God, so that we may return to your fold and rejoice in your presence; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, the Lamb upon the throne. (silent confession continues…) Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Leader: However long we wander, however far we stray,
People: God’s steadfast love endures forever.
Leader: Sisters and brothers, be assured:
People: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

CHILDREN’S TIME
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Psalm 95:1-7a
O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have formed.
O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
NEW TESTAMENT READING
Matthew 25:31-46
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his
glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then
the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will
answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something
to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?
And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I
tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ Then he
will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the
devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to
drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty
or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell
you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
SERMON

The Sorting

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP
HYMN

Jesus, Be With Us, Matthew 25

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Prelude in C Major, J.S. Bach
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