
CHRISTMAS EVE AT 3:00 PM & 7:00 PM 

DECEMBER 24, 2021 



Worship Notes 

The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve 1918 at Kings Col-

lege at Cambridge. This service was adapted from an order prepared by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury for a Christmas Eve service in 1880 by Eric Milner-White, a former army chap-

lain, who, at the age of 34, had just been appointed Dean of King's College. With the excep-

tion of 1930, the Cambridge Festival has been broadcast annually on the radio since 1928.  

Although the carols change each year, the lessons read from the King James Bible and the 

prayers used in the service have remained virtually unchanged since 1918. Like Westminster, 

many churches have adapted the Cambridge Festival service for use in worship during the 

Advent and Christmas seasons. 
 

Eric Milner-White described the Festival service in this way: 

“Its liturgical order and pattern is the strength of the service; the main theme is the develop-

ment of the loving purposes of God, from the Creation to the Incarnation, through the win-

dows and words of the Bible:  the scriptures, not the carols, are the backbone.” 

 

*** 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE December 24, 2021 

A FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS 

*The congregation rises in body or in spirit. 
 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

PRELUDE  (3pm) “Variations on ‘Noel Nouvelet’” R.C. Lau1a 

       (7pm) “Fanfare and Fugue for ‘Good King Wenceslaus’” C. Uehlein1b    

  

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE   The Kosaki-Franklin Family-3pm, Rich & Ruth Hein-7pm 

Leader:    As we gather this evening and light this Christ candle, we are reminded by the 

prophet that the people who have walked in darkness have seen a great light.  

People:    Those who lived in a land of deep darkness-on them light has shined.  

Leader:    We praise you, O God, for you illuminate our lives.  

People:    For a child has been born for us. His name is Wonderful Counselor, Mighty   

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

Leader:    For you, O God, we waited with hope, peace, joy, and love.  

People:    Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 



PRAYER OF ADORATION 

 

*CAROL 140  "Once in Royal David’s City" Irby2 (verse 1– Soloist  *verses 2,3,4 – All) 
2 He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, and his shelter was a 

stable, and his cradle was a stall; with the poor and meek and lowly, lived on earth our   

Savior holy. 

 

3 Jesus is our childhood’s pattern; day by day like us he grew; he was little, weak and  

helpless; tears and smiles like us he knew; and he feels for all our sadness, and he shares in 

all our gladness. 

 

4 And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love; for that child so dear 

and gentle is our Lord in heaven above; and he leads his children on to the place where he 

is gone. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 

Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin and the sin of this world.  

Although Christ is among us as our hope, our peace, our joy, and our love, we are a   

people divided against ourselves as we cling to the values of a broken world. The profit 

and pleasures we pursue lay waste the land and pollute the seas. The fears and jealousies 

that we harbor set neighbor against neighbor and nation against nation. We abuse your 

good gifts of imagination and freedom, of intellect and reason, and have turned them  

into bonds of oppression. Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us. Set us free to 

serve you in the world as followers of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

SILENT CONFESSION  

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Leader:    For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed, the night is far 

gone, the day is near: 

People:    In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 

 

*ACCLAMATION HYMN 113 (refrain) “Angels We Have Heard on High”3 

   Gloria, In Excelsis Deo! Gloria, In Excelsis Deo! 

 

PROCLAIMING AND RESPONDING TO THE WORD  

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 



*CAROL 133  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  Adeste Fideles4   

1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem! 

Come, and behold him, born the King of angels! 

 

Refrain: O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him, 

Christ, the Lord! 

 

2 True God from true God, Light from light eternal, born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; very 

God, begotten, not created! [Refrain] 

 

3 Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation; sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! Glory to 

God, all glory in the highest! [Refrain] 

 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be all glory given;  Word 

of the Father, now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 

 

God’s Promise to Sinful Adam 

FIRST LESSON       Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19 

 

SOLO “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”  arr. J. Martin5 

 

God’s Promise to Faithful Abraham 

SECOND LESSON             Genesis 22: 15-18 

 

CAROL 108 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” Divinum Mysterium6        Verses 1, 4, and 5 

1 Of the Father's love begotten, ere the worlds began to be, he is Alpha and Omega; he the 

source, the ending he, of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, 

evermore and evermore! 

 

4 This is he whom seers in old time chanted of with one accord, whom the voices of the 

prophets promised in their faithful word. Now he shines, the long-expected. Let creation 

praise its Lord, evermore and evermore! 

 

5 O ye heights of heaven, adore him. Angel hosts, his praises sing. Powers, dominions, bow 

before him, and extol our God and King. Let no tongue on earth be silent; every voice in 

concert ring, evermore and evermore! 

 

God’s Promise of a Savior 

THIRD LESSON                 Isaiah 9: 2, 6, 7 

 

*CAROL 119 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” Mendelssohn7     



1 Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king. Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!” Joyful, all ye nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; with 

the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 

Refrain: Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 
 

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ. the everlasting Lord, late in time behold him 

come, offspring of the virgin’s womb. Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate 

deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. [Refrain] 
 

3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of righteousness! Light and life to all he 

brings, risen with healing in his wings. Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may 

die, born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. [Refrain] 

 

God’s Promise of Peace 

FOURTH LESSON                Isaiah 11: 1-3a, 4a, 6-9 

 

DUET (3pm) “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” arr. Hayes/Gaspard8a 

SOLO (7pm) “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” arr. D. Miller8b  

 

God’s Promise to Mary 

FIFTH LESSON               Luke 1: 26-35, 38 

 

CAROL  “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”9 

1 The angel Gabriel from heaven came, His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 

“All hail,” said he, “O lowly maiden Mary,” Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 
 

2 “For know a blessed mother you shall be, All generations praise continually, 

Your Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold.” Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 
 

3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, “To me be as it pleases God,” she said, 

“My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name.” Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 
 

4 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 

And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 

 

A Child Is Born 

SIXTH LESSON                    Luke 2: 1, 3-7 

 

*CAROL 136 “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” Go Tell It10 

Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; go, tell it on the  

mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 



1 While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, behold, throughout the 

heavens there shone a holy light. [Refrain] 

 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth rang out the angel chorus 

that hailed our Savior’s birth. [Refrain] 

 

3 Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, and God sent us salvation that 

blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain] 

 

Shepherds Go to the Manger 

SEVENTH LESSON                     Luke 2: 8-16 

 

CAROL “God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen” God Rest Ye11 

1 (ALL) God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay, Remember Christ our Sav-

ior was born on Christmas Day, To save us all from Satan’s power when were gone astray, 

 

Refrain:  O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy! O tidings of comfort and joy! 

 

2 (Window side) From God our Heavenly Father a blessed angel came, And unto certain 

shepherds brought tidings of the same, How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by 

name.    (ALL) Refrain 

 

3 (Brick Wall Side) “Fear not,” then said the angel, “Let nothing you affright, This day is 

born a Savior of a pure virgin bright, To free all those who trust in Him from Satan’s power 

and might.”  (ALL) Refrain 

 

4 (ALL) Now to the Lord sing praises all you within this place, And with true love and fel-

lowship, each other now embrace, This holy tide of Christmas all others doth deface.  

Refrain 

 

   Wise Men Go to the Manager  

EIGHTH LESSON               Matthew 2: 1-12 

 

CAROL 145 “What Child Is This” Greensleeves12 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? Whom angels greet with 

anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping? This, this is Christ the King, whom 

shepherds guard and angels sing; haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

2 Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? Good Christian, fear; for 

sinners here the silent Word is pleading. Nails, spear, shall pierce him through; the cross be 

borne for me, for you. Hail, hail, the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary! 



3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, one and all, to own him. The King of kings 

salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. Raise, raise the song on high. The virgin 

sings her lullaby. Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

God Is With Us 

NINTH LESSON                      John 1:1-14 

 

SERMON   “The Gift”   

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 Joys and Concerns 

 Pastoral Prayer 

 The Lord’s Prayer 

 

SHARING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 

 

CAROL 122 “Silent Night” Stille Nacht13 

1 Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, ’round yon virgin mother and child! Holy 

Infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

2 Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven afar, 

heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia: Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born!” 

 

3 Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light, radiant beams from thy holy face, 

with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

4 Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; with the angels let us sing, Alleluia 

to our King: Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born. 

 

BEARING AND FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

*CAROL 134 “Joy to the World” Antioch14 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king; let every heart prepare him 

room, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven 

and nature sing. 

 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ, while fields and floods, 

rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the 

sounding joy. 



Westminster Presbyterian * 608-238-3121 * 4100 Nakoma Rd, Madison, WI  53711  

Leaders Today:   

      Pastor:  Rev. Scott Anderson                Liturgists - 3pm:  Lucia Hayes & Amy Poland 

      Minister of Music:  Joe Chrisman         Liturgist - 7pm:  Andrea Kenny 

      AV/Tech:  John Tarr              Ushers - 3pm: The Fletcher Family 

      Piano - 3pm: Dorothy Blotz                  Usher - 7pm: Cynthia Bush 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to make his 

blessings flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is 

found. 
 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove the glories of his 

righteousness and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of 

his love. 
 

POSTLUDE  (3pm) “Noel: L’etranger” L-C Daquin15  

          (7pm) “Noel: Grand Jeu de Duo” L-C Daquin15 
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