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Dear members and friends of Westminster Church. 
 

I am excited to share with you this 2020 Advent Daily Devotional, Unwrapping the 
Gifts of Christmas, written by members and friends of our church.  

 
This devotional guide is designed to be used with your own Advent wreath. We are 

distributing wreath-making kits to every member and family in our congregation. I hope you 
will place the Advent wreath in a prominent place in your home, perhaps in the middle of 
your dining room table. 

 
Light the candle on your Advent Wreath each day at a convenient time, read the   

daily scripture text and devotional and join in the brief prayer at the end of each devotional.  
 

 Each week embodies one of the traditional themes of the Advent season, beginning 
on Thursday each week and continuing through the following Wednesday: 

  
Week 1:  Thursday, November 26-Wedneday, December 2   Unwrapping the Gift of Hope 
Week 2: Thursday, December 3-Wednesday, December 9    Unwrapping the Gift of Peace 
Week 3: Thursday, December 10-Wednesday, Dec. 16    Unwrapping the Gift of Joy 
Week 4: Thursday, Dec. 17-Wednesday, December 23    Unwrapping the Gift of Love  
Christmas: Thursday, December 24-Friday, December 25    Unwrapping the Gift of Light 

 
 Be sure to join us in worship each Sunday during Advent as we explore the weekly 

theme together as a congregation.   I hope and pray this guide will help you and your family 
focus your holiday season at home this year on the coming of the Christ child into our world.   

 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Scott Anderson 
Pastor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

          
 
 

 
Finding Hope in History 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
November 26, 2020 

 
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. (Psalm 80:19) 
 
2020 has been a tough year for everyone. The world continues the battle against COVID-19 
which is surging once again. Our nation has seen injustice and economic despair while the 
chasm of partisanship has grown ever larger. Nothing about this year inspires hope. 
 
 You would think that the ancient Israelites wouldn’t have any cause for hope either. 
They were held in slavery for 400 years, forced to wander the desert for another 40, had to 
fight to claim the land that was promised to them, and then faced almost constant pressure 
from both without and within until most of the population was finally driven into exile. If anyone 
has earned the right to complain it’s them.    
 
 Ps. 80 shows something different though. Of course there is the lamenting that we ex-
pect, but it doesn’t end there. They call on God to restore them like they expect him to do it. 
But how can they still have that kind of hope? The answer comes in the middle of the psalm. 
The Israelites looked at their history and saw the work of the Lord and believed that he would 
not leave his work unfinished. And he didn’t! Christmas is proof that God didn’t stop working. 
He sent the Messiah that he had always  
promised. 
 
 We know all too well though that there is still more work to be done. But instead of let-
ting that knowledge defeat us, let Christmas remind us that hope doesn’t go unrewarded. Like 
the apostle Paul, we can be confident that the one who began a good work among us will bring 
it to completion (Phil. 1:6) because that is what he has been doing all along.  
 
 So on December 25th as we all gather around our trees, look for the gift we need most 
this year, the one that is a prerequisite to all the others, “the word that the finger of God none-
theless writes on the forehead of every man: Hope!” (Victor Hugo, Les Misérables).  
 
Prayer:  Dear Lord, your people are struggling. The story of 2020 has become about death 
and disease, injustice and intolerance, but we hope for a better one. Restore us, O Lord God of 
hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. We know that you will. Amen.  
 

Lynnette Tortorich 
 

  

 Unwrapping the Gift of Hope 



 
 

Hope for Us and Our Loved Ones 
 I Thessalonians 4:1-8 
November 27, 2020 

 
Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.  (1 Thessalonians 4:17) 
 
For those of us who have lost loved ones, the question can remain as to when we will be to-
gether again.  The pain of the loss, while it can be inconsolable at times, can be softened 
knowing we will be joined with our loved ones at the coming of our Lord. 
  
Prayer:  Lord, we thank you for the assurance that we will not be left behind and that we will 
not be separated from our previously departed loved ones.  Amen 
 

Karen Stephens 
 
 
 
 

The Glorious Return Brings the Gift of Hope 
Matthew 24:29-31 

November 28, 2020 
 

Advent is the season of the year when we expectantly wait for BOTH the celebration of the Na-
tivity of Jesus at Christmastime AND the return of Jesus at the second coming.  
Having always thought that Advent was all about celebrating Jesus birth, I had a lot to learn in 
studying for this devotion. 
We have all had a lot of practice getting ready for Jesus’ birth. We pull out all the stops with 
celebrations, music, gifts, and good will of all kinds. We window shop, we give pageants, drop 
money in the Salvation Army buckets, and send cards to our family and friends reminding eve-
ryone of this important time of year. 
But how do we get ready for the other part of Advent? Are we prepared? Alert? Awake with 
Hope and Joy for his coming reign? Are we confident, humble, expectant? Are we ready? 
The time draws nigh.  We are different.  We belong to God. God is making all the preparations. 
Are we ready? 
 
Prayer:  Dear God, we are grateful for the gift of your Son, Jesus.  We celebrate his birth and 
all the wonderful teachings he shared with us while here on earth.  We also look forward to his 
Glorious Return confidently and expectantly.  We know you are present with us and we know 
you are making all the preparations.  We thank you and we praise you!  Amen 
 

Marjorie Hamann 



 
 

 
The Gift of Hope 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-20 
November 29, 2020 

 
Restore us, God Almighty; make your face shine on us, that we may be saved. (Psalm 80:7) 
 
Unwrapping the gifts of Christmas evokes images of children rushing to the tree Christmas 
morning, eager to find their packages and experience the joy of surprise and discovery.  How 
different is it, to dwell for a moment on a verse or passage from the Bible, and find within it a 
gift waiting to be discovered.  Perhaps a gift of insight, grace, forgiveness or even hope. 
 
In this verse from Psalm 80, God is an active participant in relationship with each of us.  The 
prayer asks God to take an action, “make your face shine on us”.  But the action is actually 
within ourselves. When we seek guidance and believe that God has provided for our needs we 
find hope.  In the language of the verse, we are saved.  
 
Writing in this advent season imbues a special meaning to hope. With cancelled family gather-
ings, the isolation of our elders in senior living facilities, and the myriad hardships impacting 
vulnerable individuals and communities, our collective hopes and dreams seem more chal-
lenged than ever.  We may wonder how to respond to these new circumstances. So much 
seems to be going wrong, how do we maintain hope? 
 
The promise of our faith is that our lives are never beyond the reach of hope. This is a pro-
found promise, truly superhuman.  As we continence new challenges and obstacles, we can 
remember that in the short dark days of winter, hope is a gift of our faith. And, like a child open-
ing a Christmas present, we can too can savor this gift today and every day through the ad-
vent.  
 
Prayer: God, in our hour of darkness, remind us of your promise of peace, that we may kindle 
our hearts with hope and humility to continue to seek your heaven on Earth this advent.  
 

Michele Brogunier 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

A Merciful God Comes Swiftly to Meet Us 
Psalm 79:8-9 

November 30, 2020 
 

A global pandemic claiming millions of lives in our country and around the world.  A nation di-
vided against itself politically, struggling to find common ground.  Lost jobs, financial insecurity, 
virtual school.  Anxiety, depression, loneliness. 
 
This has been 2020 for many, if not most of us. Don’t you long to give a grandchild a hug? 
Don’t you miss the mundane experience of a firm handshake with a friend? I do. 
 
How do we climb out of this? Where do we look for HOPE?  The 79th Psalm contains a plea 
that gives us a clue:  Do not remember against us the guilt of past generations but let thy   
compassion come swiftly to meet us, we have been brought so low.  
 
Sin is a human trait. Like a pandemic, sin is transmitted through social relationships among 
humans. So, when God desires to destroy sin, He must become a link in the great chain of hu-
manity – identify Himself with mankind – and originate the counteracting influences of truth and 
justice.  Hence, Jesus, our Messiah, has and will continue to “come to swiftly meet us”, bring-
ing hope to humanity. God, through Jesus, brings us hope by revealing that he is a merciful 
God. The mercy of God is rich and abundant.  Sin, like the pandemic, brings man into a low 
estate. Only the Grace and mercy of God can raise us up. Thanks be to God. 
 
Prayer:  Gracious and merciful God, Continue to break into this world with your infinite love 
and grace and mercy, as you did with the birth of your son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
us, now and forever.  Amen 

 
Bud Smith 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

God Has a Plan 
Micah 4:6-7 

December 1, 2020 
 
Have you ever felt abandoned by God?  Have you felt that, no matter how much you pray, He 
just isn’t listening?  Have you wondered why, despite your faith, you are suffering?  I know I 
have.  During times of struggle, I try to remind myself that God knows the plan even if I don’t 
and I need to trust that He will show me when the time is right.  This is hard for me.  As my 
faith matures, I realize that faith in God doesn’t protect me from harm.  Sometimes, no matter 
how devoted, pain will happen.  But the really important part of this is that when we go through 
these difficult times, we are never alone.  God is always with us. 
 
The title for these verses is “The Lord’s plan.”  He promises that he will gather all of us.  He will 
gather together those that have hurt, with either physical or emotional (or both) pain.  He will 
gather those especially that have experienced overwhelming hurt and these will become the 
kingdom of God.  God, not man, will be our leader.  Through the pain, we will be reborn as 
God’s realm. 
 
I carry a card with me that says, “Let go and let God.”  It reminds me that God has a plan and 
although I might not know that plan, I should have patience and trust Him. He is in control and I 
ought to faithfully follow.   
  
Prayer:  Dear Lord, give me patience when things are difficult and never let me forget that you 
are with me and are guiding my way.  Amen. 
 

Sandy Curran 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Take Heed 
Luke 21:34-38 

December 2, 2020 
 

Christ is speaking and warns against letting our hearts be weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and cares of the world. He continues, take heed or that day will come upon you 
suddenly.  Here he is referring to the day of redemption or the coming of the Kingdom of 
God. Christ says take heed to yourselves, and when we do we may say, “I’m not leading a life 
of dissipation or drunkenness and is it so bad to worry about the cares of the world?” 
  
Think further about the meaning of dissipated: disappeared, dispersed, and waste of money, 
energy and resources.  Now we will probably fit into this in some way. We may feel anxious, 
demoralized and angry.  We may overeat or be unable to eat or sleep or feel irritable or snap-
pish.  We may withdraw; perhaps feel suicidal.  Not our best selves, but we don’t have to be 
mired here, dissipating our energy and resources.   
  
But why are we stuck here? Why are we coping in such maladaptive ways, ways not conducive 
to our betterment or the betterment of others? Can we let ourselves acknowledge, in the midst 
of such current pain and suffering, that we still hold worth and deserve to pursue a meaningful 
life? 
  
Christ says pray that you may have strength to escape these things that will take place,  
referring to “nations in perplexity.” Don’t be a wastrel, look inward and outward.  Find the per-
son who loved you, a parent, a teacher, a neighbor, a pastor or grandparent.  Accept their love 
so we will not feel the need to undermine ourselves with dissipation and will be free to act 
mindfully to connect to this world, for in connections there is redemption. 
 
Prayer:  We pray that with the help of the teachers in our lives, we may experience the hope of 
redemption in the acts of seeing and the joy of being seen.  Amen. 
 

Ruth Sheldon 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Listen 
Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13 
December 3, 2020 

 
Listen to what Christ says. The Lord is forgiving and will bring peace. Remember what you 
have learned as a Christian. Do not judge others. Be helpful when help is needed. Have the 
courage, wisdom and strength to do so. Be thankful for the life you have been given and you 
will be at peace. 
  
Prayer:  Our Father, may we be faithful to what we have learned as Christians. May we live in 
peace with our friends and the members of Westminster Presbyterian Church.  Amen. 
 
 

Lee DeSpain 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

God Calls 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 

December 4, 2020 
 

In a period of political turmoil as the Babylonians take over Jerusalem the young Jeremiah 
hears God's call "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I 
consecrated you:  I appointed you a prophet to the nations."   And being human, Jeremiah pro-
tests:  “I don't know how to speak; I am too young.   How can I be a prophet?  And what do 
you mean to the nations?  Not just to Judah?  To everyone?”  Where is 'peace' for Jeremiah?    
And then God answers, "Do not say, 'I am only a boy'; for you shall go to all whom I send you 
and you shall speak whatever I command you.  Do not be afraid of them for I am with you to 
deliver you says the Lord."   God does the unexpected, and calls people of all ages and social 
status.  Jesus called women and men to discipleship who were not powerful.  He ate with sin-
ners and outcasts and called people to servant leadership. 
 
Prayer:  Creator God, You call all kinds of people to do your work.  Help us to hear your call. 
Forgive us when we protest that we are too old or too young or too busy.  Remind us of your 
protection when we are afraid and grant us your peace.  Amen. 
 
 

Andrea Kenny 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 Unwrapping the Gift of  Peace 



 
 

A New Heart 
Ezekiel 36:24-28 

December 5, 2020 
 
I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of 
stone and give you a heart of flesh. (Ezekiel 36:36) 

 
Ezekiel is not one of the feel good chapters of the Bible. While these specific verses are very 
hopeful, they are preceded and followed by statements that indicate that God is not offering a 
new heart and a new nation out of love. Rather, God is trying to demonstrate that he/she has 
the power to do anything. 
 
Regardless of the reason, this passage shows us that God has the power to create change in 
the world. He has the power to help us change and open our hearts to better follow his way in 
the world. He can remove our hardened heart and replace it with a heart that spreads love and 
peace in the world. It’s never too late! I think that is an amazing gift to unwrap at Christmas. 
This year, in particular it is nice to know that radical change can happen with the help of God. 
Advent does offer us the opportunity to change in so many ways—this is the time of year when 
there are lots of possibilities to do something positive in the world. We can reach out to family, 
neighbors and strangers in many ways. We can simply take time to enjoy the change in the 
world that God created by sending his son to teach us to love everyone.  
  
Prayer:  Dear God, help me be open to the possibility of a new heart, one that better allows 
me to be generous and open to new possibilities. Amen. 
 
 

Kathy Kamp 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

God’s Gift of Grace 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
December 6, 2020 

 
When I think of Psalms 85:1-2 I think of it as God’s grace in my life.  I am reminded of my sins, 
imperfections, recklessness of youth and past have all been forgiven.  The assurance that 
even though we are unworthy of his grace he continues his love for us through the gift of Je-
sus.  His love provides us with a guiding compass to do his will and follow him.  During this 
season we are reminded of this gift of God’s Grace and love in the celebration of Jesus’ birth. 
 
Grace is when God gives us good things we do not deserve. 
Mercy is when he spares us from bad things. 
Blessings are when he is generous in both. 
Truly, we never run out of reasons to thank him. 
God is Good all the time.  (Quote from Sobriety by Grace of God) 
 
Prayer:  Dear Lord, thank you for the undeserving grace you haven give us.  We are assured 
of your love and given guidance by the gift of your Son, Jesus.  Amen 
 

Doug Evans 
 
 
 

 
Trust in God 

Psalm 27 
December 7, 2020 

 
The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom should I fear? 
This is the short but powerful start of Psalm 27, and it immediately sets us at ease while at the 
same time challenges us to imagine our darkest moments and remember that God is with us.  
The text of Psalm 27 next describes situations where we can be in the midst of various types of 
turmoil and yet it is natural for your mind to wander off to your own times of pain and use those 
for the setting as you read and get carried away.  Your enemies have perhaps been related to 
illness, loss of a loved one, watching a loved one go through a painful episode in their lives, 
questioning your self-worth, etc.  Of course, the list is endless. 
Although the list can feel endless, this Psalm carries the reminder that God’s love is truly infi-
nite.  We feel that as we read.  We are, at least momentarily, at peace. 
 
Prayer:  Thank you God for your presence in our lives, and for David’s beautiful writing that 
lives with us today.  May we stumble upon it again during our own struggles. Amen. 
 

Chuck Kamp 



 
 

God’s Gift of Grace 
Isaiah 4:2-6 

December 8, 2020 
 

Litanies generally are paired, old and new testament, as the former informs the latter. In Isaiah 
4:3 “Whoever is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy…” really is paired with 
the Jewish experience, especially the sacking of Jerusalem’s second temple. Jews reacquaint-
ed their relationship with God and took on the diaspora: to demonstrate God’s gifts to the e 
ntire world by being among the people of the world. From Rabbi’s Swarsensky’s biography I’ve 
learned that the Jewish “problem” with Jesus is that Christian beliefs short circuited the        
responsibility of the Jewish people’s calling: reveal God to the World. Compared to an ancient 
God cleansing by flames and burning, we share new covenants with the Jews, all people and 
all of nature. 
 
I, and a host of others, got the Message of God through Jesus’s teachings and our Christian 
heritage. We are not afraid; rather we know a Loving God who fully experiences the human 
condition. 
 
Prayer:  May Christmas renew our covenants to all of God’s creation.  Amen. 
 

Richard Hein 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Serenity Now!  Your Prayer Has Been Heard 
Luke 1:5-17 

December 9, 2020 
 

The outlandishness of elderly Elizabeth and Zechariah dealing with pregnancy and a newborn 
always hits my funny bone. It’s hard to imagine John, that wild man in the desert, as a young-
ster who’s a joy and delight to his parents. But as I look more closely at this ridiculous up-is-
down story, what actually stands out most is the reassurance it offers. 
  
Really, the foundation of this story is prayer being heard. That’s the part I latch onto now, in 
what seems to be a particularly chaotic and unsettling time: the reminder that God always 
hears our prayers. Even when an answer doesn’t come in the way we expect or at the time we 
demand. Even when an answer doesn’t seem possible. We don’t have to worry about that 
part. God doesn't need our micromanaging tendencies and our attempts to define exactly what 
should happen and when and how.  
 
I often find myself fretful and anxious, spinning out scenarios and awfulizing about things that 
might never happen. But I know that I can re-set myself with prayer. I can tap into the sense of 
peace that comes from remembering that I’m not alone and I’m not in charge. That sense of 
peace is especially accessible during the Advent and Christmas season, our annual reminder 
that with God, anything is possible and our prayers are always heard.  
 
Prayer:  God, may I pray without ceasing. May I feel serenity in knowing that you hear me and 
answer me. May your peace wrap around me like a blanket.  Amen.  
 
 

Kate Fletcher 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Come Home with Shouts of Joy! 

Psalm 126 
December 10, 2020 

 
Oh, how we wish our homes could be filled with shouts of joy this Christmas!  That we could 
be with our parents and siblings, our children and grandchildren and great grandchildren, that 
we could welcome friends from afar and experience the joy of being together, physically pre-
sent one with another.  But alas this is 2020 and, in the middle of a pandemic, wisdom sug-
gests that we should keep our distance for the safety and health of all.  “Come home with 
shouts of joy!” seems but a dream.  Or is it? 
 
“Unwrapping the Gifts of Christmas” suggests that the actual gift may not be immediately visi-
ble.  We need to do some unwrapping before the gift can be seen.  Perhaps the unwrapping 
includes re-thinking what “home” means.  Is it a place with an address, or is it a place in our 
heart?  Are shouts of joy always noisy and raucous, or can we welcome a quieter joy this 
Christmas as we welcome the Christ child’s presence with us in a new and deeper way?  
Perhaps a gift of Christmas this year will be a deeper relationship with the Lord.  Let it be so. 
 
Prayer:  Holy God, help us to deepen our joy as we feel your presence with us this  
Christmas.  Amen. 
 

Clara Thompson 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  Unwrapping the Gift of Joy 



 
 

Forget What is Behind and Strain Toward What is Ahead 
Philippians 3:12-16 
December 11, 2020 

 
When Paul wrote these words centuries ago, he was not preparing a message of hope to a 
world torn by a highly contagious and potentially life threatening viral infection. Yet Paul’s 
words seem so appropriate today. As of November 13, over 52 million people have been in-
fected and 1,288,480 have died from the COVID19 infection. The very fabric of our lives has 
been torn by the pandemic.  
 
I write to you in the spirit of hope but with the mind of a scientist. We have every reason to be-
lieve that the COVID virus can soon be contained. Wearing masks reduces transmission. 
Many vaccine trials are underway and preliminary results are promising. Meantime we are all 
“straining ahead” to the end of the COVID outbreak.  
 
But behind us, there are some moments of joy. If I look hard enough, I can find blessings hid-
den in the horror of the COVID pandemic. The love and dedication people have for each other 
have prompted worldwide action by scientists. Selfless acts by individuals who have worn 
masks and stayed and worked from home. Front line workers kept hospitals, clinics, and other 
necessary businesses open. Our church became a central hub to supply food to those in need 
locally. Reduced travel nurtured our environment.  
 
Prayer:  God, the past several months has been extremely hard. I’ve missed my family, 
friends, and normal activities. Please carry me through this difficult time. As the world waits for 
effective treatments and vaccines, please help me see the hidden blessings around me. 
Thank you, God, for giving us hope and joy in the midst of troubling times.  

 
Karen Hansen 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Trust and Joy in the Midst of Trouble 
Habakkuk 3:13-19 

December 12, 2020 
 

In the season of Joy it is somewhat hard to read the beginning of this passage imagining the 
sights and sounds depicted therein.  But when I look at this from a more figurative lens, I see 
the beauty of patiently awaiting for God to intervene.  One of my favorite Bible passages is  
Exodus 14:14.  Moses tells the people of Israel, “The Lord will fight for you; you need only to 
be still.”  In the passage from Habbakuk we see the writer standing still awaiting the day that 
God will arrive. 
 
While we are fortunate to live in a country where we do not have literal armies crashing down 
our gates and threatening our lives, we instead have our own inner turmoil.  These very real 
enemies range from depression to fear and loneliness to anxiety.  In many ways we are our 
own worst foes causing our feet to tremble and rottenness to enter into us.   
 
But God provides us hope, and in hope there is tremendous joy.  No matter the troubles laid 
bare before us, be they war, COVID, or our own anxieties, God knows us better than we know 
ourselves and His plans for us are merciful and full of grace.  What an amazing juxtaposition 
then we have in this passage.  An impending sense of doom contrasted with the feeling of 
freedom and strength brought forth by the blessings of our Lord.  What joy to know that we 
have God on our side to battle for us. 
 
Prayer:  Blessed Father in Heaven, we ask you to bring us strength and patience as we await 
your battle of our inner and outer foes.  Please bear our fears and lift us to the highest heights 
that we might truly know our joy as your children on Earth.  Amen 
 

Jeff Hayes 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Cherish Throughout the Journey 
Psalm 126 

December 13, 2020 
 

I have wondered for a long time 
How so many people older than I 

Can have such a sparkle in their eyes 
And seemingly be so happy 

While knowing that the path of life 
Is actually a road of gradual 

Diminishing ability and possibility. 
  

Then one day it came to me… 
I thought about these joyful friends 

And realized that 
Rather than dwelling on losses 

They decide to take advantage of and appreciate 
The possibilities still open to them 

At this very moment. 
  

Kind of like treasuring the 
Last pieces of tender fried chicken in a pan 

Eating a spicy wedge of gourmet cheese with gusto 
Picking and tasting the ripest tomato on the vine 

Or looking forward to that first fall slice of apple pie. 
 

Prayer:  Help me keep my childlike wonder, Lord. 
Ever grateful for all the amazing things in my life 

And for the presence of your spirit until 
That day when I reunite with you. 

In Jesus’ name,  Amen 
 

   Kathy Granquist 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Forever Gifts 
Psalm 125 

December 14, 2020 
 

As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds his people, now and forever. 
(Psalm 125:2) 
 
As many of you know, I am a nature lover, and next to the woods or forests, mountains are my 
favorite part of nature landscapes. Also on my fireplace mantel, I have John Muir’s quote:  “The 
MOUNTAINS are calling and I must GO”.  Therefore, many of my fondest vacation memories 
involve seeing or hiking mountains in Colorado, Utah, North Carolina, Montana or even the Ca-
nadian Rockies. Also, almost all of our Christmas Cards seem to include mountains in the 
background. In addition, my family tells me I take way too many pictures of nature landscapes. 
(In fact, my husband told me I had taken over 100 pictures of the San Juan Mountains in Colo-
rado on our last trip.) 
 
Consequently, people have asked me if I prefer the Rocky Mountains or Smokey Mountains or 
another mountain range? My answer is, I can’t say which is my favorite. 
 
What I can say is they all seem to have something in common in that they have been there for 
what seems forever! They are timeless in beauty, vastness and in bringing joy. 
 
When I go back next time with my family or friends they will still be there. Therefore, as I look 
at the mountains or pictures of mountains, they remind me of God’s timeless presence and 
eternal love that surrounds us now and forever. 
 
So, I will keep taking pictures of mountains which remind me of God’s timeless love, and don’t 
be surprised if you get a Christmas card in 2020 with a mountain in the background. In addi-
tion,  I will end this advent devotional because The MOUNTAINS are calling and so is God’s 
Forever Love! 
 
Prayer:  Dear God, thank you for the beauty of nature, especially mountains. Remind us your 
eternal love, beauty and joy now and forever!   Amen 
 

Connie Evans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The Gift of Joy 
Acts 3:17-4:4 

December 15, 2020 
 

You are the descendants of the prophets and of the covenant that God gave to your ances-
tors, saying to Abraham ‘And in your descendants all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed’. (Acts 3:25) 
 
To me, the joy in this verse lies in its inclusiveness. Peter, the speaker, is addressing a crowd 
of observant Jews. He begins by reminding them that their heritage goes back to Abraham 
and the prophets. But Peter pulls the rug out from under the crowd when he reminds them 
that, in this quote, God continues: emphasizing that in Abraham’s descendants (including the 
crowd hearing this from Peter) “all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” This is God’s 
message: that God’s blessing is for all. 
 
The message to me is that, even though I can’t trace my lineage back to Abraham, God’s 
blessing is also for me, my family and my loved ones. God loves us all, but with the joy of that 
blessing comes a duty: whomever I think of as “other”: other race, other nationality, other be-
liefs, other politics – whatever sort of “other” another is, God’s blessing is for them equally as 
it is for me; and if God extends his blessing to them, who am I to withhold my own love and 
blessing from anyone? 
 
This works in both directions: just as I must view all others as blessed, I relish the idea that, 
with God’s prodding, all others will know that I am blessed. I am blessed by God for all to see, 
whether or not I’ve earned it by deed, by culture, by family, or in any other way of my own do-
ing. What a joyful gift this is! 
 
Prayer:  Dear God, help me remember that all people are your people, and all are blessed by 
you. Help me to see them all as your blessed. 
 

Paul Thompson 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Recognizing Joy 
Psalm 16:7-11 

December 16, 2020 
 

I bless the Lord who gives me council; in the night also my heart instructs me. (Psalm 16:7) 
 
If someone suggests, "Sleep on it", when a decision needs to be made or a life problem to be 
solved, that may be the best advice ever.  It has happened to me more than once.  Sometimes 
asking God for help seems to be an unanswered prayer, but then a dream somehow relates 
enough to the problem so that the solution becomes evident.  We may not even remember the 
dream the next morning, but that is a gift and it gives me joy. 
 
During these pandemic days with Christmas approaching, most of us are searching for ways to 
connect with our families when we still need to be safe.  Though we must be apart right now, I 
try to keep focusing on the love I have for my family and their love for me. I have learned to 
find joy for a zoom or phone call or email. Thank God for those! 
 
Prayer:  Father God, Thank you for the joy we find in unexpected places. Please help us to be 
patient while waiting for answered prayers. Amen. 
 

Marian Rohde 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Love on High 
Hebrews 1:1-4 

December 17, 2020 
 

For much of my life I have focused on Jesus’s ministry on earth, taking from it important guid-
ance for my own life.  This passage, however, has had me pondering over the presence of 
Jesus with God on high.  Here are verses 3-4:  He is the reflection of God’s glory and the ex-
act imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word.  When he 
had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having 
become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent that 
theirs.   
 
At first I was taken aback by this vision of heaven, which seemed such a contrast to how I 
usually think of Jesus on earth.  But having pondered these verses for several days, I am 
now ready to see that I’ve sort of ignored that Jesus was lifted up into heaven (Acts 1: 9-11).  
And I can see this as a measure of God’s love for his Son and by extension for us.  We are 
now in the season of Advent during which we focus on God’s love for us expressed in the act 
of sending his Son as a baby.  Maybe it is also time to consider that Jesus is with God in 
heaven, another deep expression of God’s love for us. 
 
Prayer:  Dear God, be with us during this Advent season as we encounter new ways of con-
sidering your love for us and what that might mean to our own expressions of love.  Amen 
 

Jean Loup 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  Unwrapping the Gift of Love 



 
 

Angels on Earth 
Luke 1:26-3 

December 18, 2020 
 

In this familiar passage about the Angel Gabriel visiting Mary to tell her she will have this very 
special child, surely it is easy to see God's love, right? Even Mary has a few ques-
tions!!!   Normally, I would have no trouble writing this but last Friday (November 6), I awoke 
with my ears all plugged and upon using the phone to call my doctor, found I had no hearing in 
my left ear!! It had been an amazing week!! The election results were looking good for our na-
tion; the unseasonal warm weather let us go on hikes and picnics with friends. Now on top 
on a month long pandemic and some health issues in other family members, this hap-
pens!!!!  Needless to say, I have been struggling ever since. 
 
I was indeed blessed that the ENT receptionist to whom I talked asked all the right questions 
and saw the urgency of the situation. Luckily she got me in this past Monday to an Audiologist 
and ENT Physician Assistant who was excellent. The diagnosis was Sudden Profound Hearing 
Loss. I am now nearly a week into treatment with no real change. So as I write this, I am hop-
ing and praying for God's guidance in helping doctors and others. I certainly can see God in 
having such an astute receptionist take my call and giving me a PA who knew the urgency of 
this.  As an aside, I have a long history with ENT at UW hospital!! 
 
I am certainly blessed with several special angels, most notably my wonderful husband Bob. 
I still thank God every day for our life together. Another angel is my dear friend Barb, who says 
she is my angel. Then there is my special friend Kate, my teaching partner here for the last few 
years. What a blessing that we started doing that!!!  In this pandemic time, we don't see our 
girls or grandchildren much, but we did see a few this week briefly and one has even called to 
pray with me. 
 
Prayer:  Dear God, thank you for the angels you send to watch over us and guide us through 
our life on earth. 
 

Betty Bush 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Love Came Down at Christmas 
John 7:40-52 

December 19, 2020 
 

In the text of John 7:40-52, the people of Jerusalem are wondering if Jesus could possibly be 
the long-awaited Messiah.  The Pharisees, who opposed Jesus throughout his ministry, are 
now debating as to what they should do with him.  Why does Nicodemus, a member of the 
Sanhedrin, defend Jesus by asking, “Does our law condemn a man without first hearing him to 
find out what he has been doing?”  
 
Nicodemus first appears in John 3, when he wants to learn more about Jesus and his teach-
ings.  Jesus tells Nicodemus that, if he wants to see the kingdom of God, he must be born 
again.  Nicodemus does not understand this cryptic message and says, “How can this be?”  
Jesus asks Nicodemus how he can be a Jewish teacher if he does not understand that he 
must be born again of the spirit. 
 
Then Nicodemus heard the most important words in the Bible, and they changed his entire life.  
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son.  Whoever believes in him shall not per-
ish but have everlasting life.”  WOW!  God sent his own son into the world not to condemn us 
but to save humanity. 
 
The story comes full circle when Nicodemus witnesses the crucifixion and helps Joseph of Ari-
mathea with the burial rites for Jesus in John 19.  Like Nicodemus we encounter Jesus through 
his saving grace.  God loved the world so much that he sent Jesus to us.  Jesus died for us 
and rose again.  Hallelujah! 
 
Prayer:  Thank you, God, for the love you sent down at Christmas as we celebrate the birth of 
Jesus.  We thank you for the gift of your most precious son.  Let love fill our hearts as we un-
wrap the gifts of Christmas this year.  Grant us hope, joy, and peace as well as love.  Amen. 
 

Carol Wright 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Love That Has No End 
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
December 20, 2020 

 
I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness 
to all generation. (Psalm 89:1) 
 
What could welcome Advent to your home and to your heart better than Psalm 89? Although 
Psalms are prayers, the first four verses are also a song, celebrating God’s steadfast love and 
faithfulness to his people. The faith of our ancestors, no matter the politics of our times or the 
dangers of a pandemic are recounted in these verses, reminding us of God’s covenant with 
David and his descendants that is eternal and fortunately unalterable by human sin. We can 
rest in the knowledge that we are in God’s protective hands, shielding us from evil, and will not 
be abandoned as we wait in pandemic isolation for the anniversary of our Savior’s birth. We 
are never alone. 
 
Prayer:  O Lord, ready us in heart, mind and soul for your arrival. Prepare us to always believe 
in your loyal and everlasting love for us. May this be our most treasured gift, unwrapped and 
witnessed anew as we offer daily prayers in your name. Amen 
 

Pamela Wilson (Quin) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

When Rituals Change 
Hebrews 9:1-4 

December 21, 2020 
 

Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary.  
(Hebrews 9:1) 
 
As I think about Christmas this year, it’s so easy to focus on how different everything is. While 
normally I’d be looking for deals on plane tickets, this year I’m researching airline safety 
measures and COVID statistics. Nothing about this year has been routine - all the familiar ritu-
als of the season have been replaced with something… else. 
 
This Hebrews passage is also about changing rituals. Our covenant with God was remade be-
cause of Christ’s sacrifice and love for us. Reading this I’m reminded that we don’t need relics 
or sacred spaces to be a community of faith and we don’t need rituals to worship God. When I 
see familiar faces during committee meetings or receive friends’ cards and emails, I remember 
that what makes us a congregation isn’t the church building or poinsettias or Advent candles. 
Instead, it’s the love that we have for God and one another. Even though it may look different, I 
get a sense of joy knowing that there is other Westminster members who, like me, are sitting at 
home and worshipping together in a new way.  
 
My church rituals, like so many others, have been turned upside down this year. But despite 
that, there’s something wondrous about still being able to virtually spend time with loved ones 
in the midst of a global pandemic. Christ’s gift to us this season is the reminder that the rituals 
aren’t what’s important. What is important is God’s love for us, and our love for one another. 
 
Prayer:  Dear Lord, please be with us this Christmas season and help us to remember that, 
even if the rituals look different, you are always with us and your love is something that will 
never change. Amen. 
 

Erin Nass 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Hanna’s Gift and its Nurturing for Service 
I Samuel 1:19-28 

December 22, 2020 
 

Hanna’s gift of her beloved, precious son, Samuel, to the temple where he would serve the 
Lord all the days of his life, presages God’s gift of his son, Jesus, out of grace, goodness, and 
love for us. Hannah’s uncommonly generous—to me, almost unthinkable--gift of her son was 
the culmination of her promise to the Lord, her grateful response for bearing a son, the gift she 
most wanted in life. 
 
 What got my attention was how Hannah nurtured and prepared her son to be the gift she in-
tended him to be.  She said to her husband, “After the boy is weaned, I will take him and pre-
sent him before the Lord, and he will live there always.” 
 
The Bible passage tells us that Hannah nursed her son until he was weaned. I have a hunch 
that weaning may not have occurred until Samuel was a 2- or 3-year-old boy. During these ear-
ly months and years, Samuel would have been very close to Hanna, developing a relationship 
that was a strong template for relationships that followed, firmly grounded in love, trust, and 
faithfulness.  To nurture Samuel, Hannah did not leave him to make the annual sacrifice to the 
Lord at the temple, which tells of the devotion she had for Samuel and the importance she gave 
to her nurturing of him. 
 
This passage suggests to me that, as Hannah prepared Samuel to be a servant of God in his 
formative years, God’s plan included the selection of Jesus’ mother and the nurturing he re-
ceived with Mary and Joseph for the very challenging ministry that Jesus pursued. 
 
Prayer:  Dear God, thank you for the gift of your beloved son, Jesus, given to us in love that is 
amazing. Help us to see the important, significant, and central gifts we have received, whether 
talents, opportunities, or relationships, for what they are, gifts of love from you. Give us the 
dedication and abiding strength to nurture these gifts with our very best care and with the loving 
intention they are for your service.  Amen 
 

Karen Pridham 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

We Are Blessed 
Mark 11:1-11 

December 23, 2020 
 

Hosanna!  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. (Mark 11:9) 
 
During a “normal” Advent season Westminster’s programs and our own individual activities  
focus on the birth of Christ and the happiness that surrounds us.  This year the virus pandemic 
will probably limit our ability to join with other family members and friends as we share the love 
that binds us together during Advent.  We are reminded by Mark 11: 1-11 that we are blessed 
as we join with others in different ways to express feelings of love “in the name of the Lord”.   
 
We also need to remind ourselves that love is patient and kind, that love endures all things, 
and that love never ends (1 Corinthians 13: 4-8).  This year let us share our love by sending 
notes or cards, writing letters, sending e-mails, or making phone calls.  We are blessed and we 
will endure.     
 
Prayer:  Dear Lord, we thank you for Advent and for the love and joy that surrounds all of us 
as we participate in Advent activities.  In Christ's name we pray.  Amen. 
 

Bob Forsberg 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The darkness of death visited our family on November 4th, 2020 when Kurt's father, Richard 
Hermsen died quite suddenly from the effects of a kidney stone infection.  His death brought 
sadness, in part, because Richard enjoyed life each day.  His death, while a few years too early, 
came at the perfect time for a farmer and a true baseball fan.  He was able to witness one final 
harvest from the field.  The bins are full and the fields are empty.  I last saw my father on Octo-
ber 17th as we watched my brother and uncle combine corn on a wonderful fall day.  I know this 
brought much happiness and light to my father as he witnessed the combines doing their 
job.  The routine of the seasons was part of his life since he was a child in the 1930's. 
 
The light of baseball also shined brightly on Richard as he experienced one final baseball sea-
son.  While his Yankees did not win it all this year, he was blessed with many past World Series 
titles.  Dying in early November allowed my father one more harvest and the ending of another 
baseball season.  Both brought much happiness to him each day.  His life and light will carry 
forward during this season of Advent until spring brings both planting and the start of another 
baseball season.              
   
Prayer:  May we all seek and find our own light each day.  A light that shines daily and brings us 
happiness each and every day.  
 

Kurt Hermsen and Janet Sausen 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
December 24, 2020 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy… (Luke 2:10)   
 
As we all seek to endure this once-in-a-lifetime pandemic, the approaching season of Christ-
mas is one that carries an extraordinary message of hope and the start of a positive future. 
The apostle Luke, believed to be a Greek physician and not one of the original 12 disciples, is 
said to have been an accurate historian as well as a painter of early religious images. Though 
the identity of "Theophilus," to whom the book of Luke is addressed, is debated, the book pro-
vides an account of the early evolution of Christianity. 
 
Though the Bible relates events of two thousand years ago, it includes aspects that pertain to 
the present time. Just as we have been conducting a census of our population this past year, 
the Roman government led by Caesar Augustus was conducting a count of the population, 
probably in consideration of taxation purposes, at the time of the birth of Jesus. The result was 
that Joseph and Mary traveled to Bethlehem to be registered.  
 
The bright light appearing to humble shepherds at night announced the great gift, the birth of 
Jesus, who was to be the central figure of Christianity thereafter. Our current tradition of gift 
giving at Christmas is a way to express love and support of others, a spirit advocated by Je-
sus. While we must resist the distortion of that spirit that excessive materialism of the holiday 
can produce, this year with its turbulent election time especially needs us all to be considerate 
and accepting of the feelings and concerns of others.  
 
Prayer:  Almighty God, we give thanks for the many blessings You provide to us and pray that 
the message of the birth of Jesus will enable all people to embrace the power and value of 
love and empathy.    Amen  
 

Richard Appen 

Luke 2:1-14 
December 25, 2020 



I give thanks to my God always for you because of the 
grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for 
in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech 
and knowledge of every kind— just as the testimony of 
Christ has been strengthened among you— so that you 
are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the 
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

- I Corinthians 1:4-7 
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